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Now you can experience the 
Alright. So you've wiped uit the Russians in 

Summer Games.' You've scored near perfect 10$ 
in Summer Games 11.™ And your performance in 
Winter Games'* now sends chills down competitor's 
spines. Well, just how far are you willing to go to 
prove you're the best? Does 24.000 miles sound 
reasonable? 
Visit exotic places. 
In World Games.™ you'll wing your way around the 
globe beating the pants off foreigners in eight inter-
national events, each one authentic to its country 
of origin. You'll see incredible, exotic locales as you 
travel the world circuit. Why; you'll even have your 
own on-screen tour guide to smooth your way. 
The events the Olympics forgot. 
To become the champion, you'll nave to dive off the 
treacherous cliffs of Acapulcofio stomach to stomach 
with a 400 pound Japanese sumo wrestler. Jump 
barrels in Germany And pump heasy iron in Russia. 

Next, it's off to Scotland for the caber toss. 
Canada, for the near impossible log roll. France, to 
ski the Slalom. And. at last, the US. of A., to ride 
the meanest bull in the states. 

This, then, is a challenge of global proportions. 
The question is. are you ready to go the distance? 

BIKE ACTION MONSTER ACTION 3CBM 64/128 

Amstrad 

Cassette £9.95 
jTH Disk £14.95 
y j Spectrum 48K 

M l Cassette £7.95 

CBM 64/128 

Cassette 

£9.99 
Disk 

£14.99 

At 1 
ii 

There's nothing bin 
action when two or J : 
the world's fastest " 

movers get together < 
to bring you an \ 

outstanding "iH 
collection of action 

packed titles. 

SUPER CYCLE 
Racing was never so fast and furious. Push your cyde 
to the limit and you win, push it over and you crash 
Any more realistic and you'd need insurance to ride it 

THE MOVIE MONSTER GAME 
This is a new and different approach ... instead of 
running away from monsters, you are the monster 
gobbling up everything and anything in your way. US.^old Ltd.,Units 2/3 1 

Birmingham B6 1 AX. j 



* G r e a t e s t S p o r t i n g C h a l l e n g e . . . 
Eight international events: 
Cliff Diving. S u m o Wrest l ing 
Bull Riding. Barrel J ump ing . 

S la lom Skiing, and . of course, 
the Caber Toss. 

Visit eight nations to compete. 

Includes a detailed history ami 

travelogue for your reference-

Jo i n the World Hall of Fame. 

That is. if you acquire the gold. 

One to eight players. 

(Wnimlutv6» 12K S!>.!>!>. .<« S I1.!K> .ink 
Sncrinim IHK SH.99 r»« 
Anmtrait 
Atari ST £24.95 dlik 

•Wltui'.' iv ' 
from around thf 
world to test your 

' joystick mettle to the 

Zzap 64 

EDYX 
ml TM 

GRAPPLING ACTION... WARFARE ACTION 
Whatever thrills you. 
there's amazing 
variety and plenty of 
nerve tingling choice 
in tlii.s latest set of 
releases. You look 
for uction then it's 
action you've got! 

CBM 64/128 
Cassette 

£9.99 
Disk 

£14.99 

Atari ST £24.99 

CBM 64/128 
Disk 

£14.95 
i r f 

m 
53) m): 
H i t —» » « IWH W .|l 

B P 

Holford Way, Holford. 
Tel: (021) 356 3388 

CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
Take on any S rowdy wrestlers, each with his own 
individual styk when it comes to busting heads. These 
Buys use every dirty trick known ic nun ami a few that 
aren't. So you'll haw a real light on your hands to win 
the coveted Championship Wrestling' Belt" 

DESTROYER 
As captain ol a fully armed, Fletcher class US Naval 
Destroyer conduct a seek and kill 'sub' hum. a convoy 
escort, a bold rescue, or 4 other progressively difficult 
scenarios, for a different mission every time 
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GADGET! 
Page 50 will help < 
entertaining gifts ft 

22 
BUYERS' GUIDE TO 
COMPUTERS 
We report on the main contenders for 
the title of best value computer. 

GEM ON THE 1512 
We look at the ali-important Amstrad 
environment. 

ADVENTURE SECTION 
The usual round-up of the latest 
adventure titles. 

52 1 
HEWSON PLAYERS' GUIDE 
A guide to two of the latest Hewson 
classics - and a competition. 

ART ON THE ST 
The latest Mirrorsoft packages put 
everything else in the shade. Leam 
why. 
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rs FOR YUPPIES 
e/p everyone buy those useless but 
iiftr> for Christmas. 

L 
PROGRAMMING THE 
EXPERT WAY 
Making the most of the extra memory 
in a Spectrum 128. 

COMPANY PROFILE 
CRL talks in detail about the future. 

ARCADE ADVENTURES 
A colourful report on the latest 
sensations. 

TANDY 1OOOEX 
Is this an Amstrad PC beater? Find the 
answer. 

All the latest developments 
ii> the computer world. 

CHARTS 
The top twenty and budget 
games. 

SOFTWARE PREVIEWS 
4 ^ Pre-release news of the 
1 / I latest games. 

COMMUNICATIONS NEWS 
The Latest in the world of 
comms. 2 1 

HARDWARE COMPETITION 
1 Five Mastertronic n 
1 joysticks available. 

^ C Fne Mastertronic magnum 
Z D i 

HARDWARE REVIEW 
I We examine Music 5000, the 30: 1 new Acorn BSC music system. 

SOFTWARE SHORTLIST 
A O The newest games reviewed 

by the boys with the joysticks. 

COMPUTERS IN ACTION 
A This month we go on the 

D * t i 1 buses. 

HARDWARE FEATURE 
• CDROMS are examined. 

6 6 
LETTERS 

l Your chance to comment 69 
SOFTWARE EXCHANGE 
7 C reader software at 
a ^ budget prices. 

PROGRAM FILE 
> More lis 
' the evenings. 

7 C More listings to help pass 
l O l 

COMPETITION 
Q ^ To win a CRL Christmas 
O m stocking. 

AUTUMN GOLD 
Turn to page 14 for details of our £1,000 
competition. 
This month's 25-runner-up prizes are Your 
Computer binders. 

Please also remember that no purchase is 
necessary to enter the Instant prize section of 
this competition and that scratch cards can be 
obtained by sending a S.A.E. to the Your 
Computerottices at the address on this page. 
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With the Amstrad 464 home computer the fun 
starts as soon as you get it home. 

Because unlike many other home computers 
the 464 comes complete with its own green screen or full 
colour monitor. 

It also comes with a 
convenient built-in datacordcr. 

And you get £100 worth 
of software with games like 
Harrier Attack and Sul-
tan's Maze. Not to men 
tion Oh Mummy. 

64K of RAM 

means you have plenty of memory to play with. 
And there arc over 200 Amstrad games you can play, 
many exclusive to Amstrad. 

But games are only half the fun on the 464. 
The kids can learn 

spelling and arithmetic with 
software like Wordhang and 
Happy Numbers. 

Whilst adults will love 
the way that it helps 
a round the house 

with budgeting and 
accounts. 

•AVAII ABIE AT AU.DF.RS BOOTS • CLYDESDALE - COMET • CONNECT • Cl'RRYS OIXONS El ECTRIC SUPREME -LASKYS JOHN LEWIS JOHN MENZIES POWER CITY KUMBELOIXJ 



To help you make the most of your 464, you can 
join the Amstrad User Club. 

And there arc lots of books and magazines devoted 
to it as well. 

What's more you can buy joysticks, pnnters, disc 
drives, speech synthesisers and light pens to make it 
even more fun. 

But perhaps the most pleasurable thing about the 
464 is the price. 

The complete home computer costs just £199 with 
green screen or £299 with colour monitor. 

Not much to pay for a chance to get away from 
mummy. 

UITIMATF. » l l SMITH WIGFAI.I.S-AND GOOD INDEPENDENT COMPUTER STORES 

Piease send me more information. 

Name 

Address 

464/YC3 

The Amstrad 464. 
The complete home computer. 

Amstrad P.O. Box 462, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4EF. 
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W hile the A m s t r a d PC range of computers 
is st i l l ra ther more d i f f i cu l t to obta in than 
shares in the Trustee Savings Bank were 
at the i r launch, quest ion-marks over the 
re l iab i l i t y of the machine in cc r ta in 

c i rcumstances are a l ready s ta r t ing to surface. A f t e r a 
recent repor t in The Sunday Times concern ing the 
tendency o f the machine to over-heat in n e t w o r k i n g 
appl icat ions, shares in the company fel l 10 pence when 
t r a d i n g s tar ted on the Stock Exchange the fo l l ow ing 
M o n d a y , w ip ing mi l l ions of pounds f r o m the value of the 
company . Some repor ts also indicate that the re l iab i l i ty 
o f the f loppy disc dr ives is not what might be expected. 

Those in i t i a l teeth ing t roubles, though, arc hound to 
subside; the P C 1 5 I 2 range must o f fe r one o f the best PC 
Package deals o f the momen t . I n pa r t i cu l a r , A m s t r a d 

c o n /i i E N T 
has managed to b r i n g the cost of a ha rd disc-based 
system d o w n to a level many users can now a f f o rd . T h e 
re ta i l pr ice o f add-on h a r d dr ives fo r machines such as 
the A m s t r a d PCVV o r B B C Master range o f compute r is 
s t i l l between £500 and £600. 

Compa re that to the reta i l pr ice o f jus t £700 fo r a 
complete 1 0 M B mono A m s t r a d PC system. Consider 
also that many add-on dr ives fa i l to prov ide the user w i t h 
a sophist icated opera t ing system capable of pa r t i t i on ing 
h e r d dr ives and const ruc t ing subs id iary d i rector ies. 
W i t h o u t such suppor t a h a r d disc can soon become a 
monster to use. 

I t is in terest ing to note that A m s t r a d has mis- judged 
the demand fo r h a r d disc systems, sh ipp ing most ly 
f loppy systems in the in i t ia l consignments f r o m the Far 
East. Tha t has meant that the company has had to use its 
Southend p lant to instal l ha rd d r i ve uni ts in the U . K . , 
leading to f u r t h e r delays in much-sought -a f ter suppl ies 
reaching the shops. 

W h e n the in i t ia l p rob lems of supply and , possibly, 
re l iab i l i t y are overcome the PC'1512 is set to capture a 
large slice o f the low -cost c lone m a r k e t . I t should be the 
compu te r o f 1987. 

Good disciple 

A multi-purpose Spectrum 
interface lias been released hv 
Rock fort Products. The Disci-
ple. which allows disc drives, a 
printer and two joysticks to be 
connected to the Spectrum, 
costs £X4.75 ;ind has been 
designed to fit neatly beneath 
the computer. 

Wi th a very impressive 
maximum storage capacity on 
the two drives of up to 1.6MB. 
the Spectrum can load till! 
48K program in less than four 
seconds, providing a consider-

able time saving to the user. 
The unit has been designed 

so that it needs no special com-
mands and is operated entirely 
on the normal Spectrum Basic. 
The dual Kempston and 
Sinclair-compatible joystick 
ports open a new world for 
games players, as does the 
snapshot button, which allows 
games to be rc-loadcd rapidly 
from disc. With the price taken 
into consideration it must bc 
one of the best ways to upgrade 
your machine. 

Successful 
combination 
Akhter pic. which has worked 
in the Acorn/BBC" sector for 
more than 10 years, has 
launched a combination disc 
drive for the RBC, The unit, 
which can use 3.5in. and 
5.25in. discs, is capable of nor-

mal 40/80-track switchable 
functions and can also read 
software in either of the two 
medi.i sizes. 

That feature h.is also been 
extended so that data can be 
copied from either format. 

The package is complete 
with all the necessary cables, a 
utilities disc, a comprehensive 
users" manual and u full two-
year warranty. 
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NEWS 

Psion 
of the 
times 

tn just six months Psion has 
become the world's largest pro-
ducer. by volume, of hand-held 
computers. Wi l l i Organiser I I 
sates exceeding £1 mil l ion per 
month. Dr. David Potter, the 
company founder and chair-
man. believes that Psion is only 
just beginning to tackle the 
world market estimated at a 
value of £500 mil l ion. 

The successful strategy 
adopted by Psion has been to 
produce a competitively-
priced. £99.50, hand-held com-
puter which appeals to the very 
different business and home 
markets, by incorporating fea-
tures such as diary and calen-
dar, as well as the programm-
ing capability to handle com-
plex business applications. 

Setting the Pace 

Following its reccnt contract to 
manufacture Nightingale mod-
ems for Amstrad. Pace Micro 
Technology has won the con-
tract to badge-engineer its 
serial interface and communi-
cations software. 

The long-term agreement is 
intended to supplement the Fai 
East production of the 
Amstrad serial interface. The 
Pace peripheral wil l contain as 

standard the respected Com-
mstar viewdata software stored 
on an EPROM, making Com-
mstar the standard comms 
package for the CPC range of 
computers. 

In addition, the pack will 
contain a free subscription to 
Microl ink on Telecom Gold, 
fol lowing a separate agreement 
between Amstrad and 
Database Publications, 

Peripheral 
power 

Einstein owners who have 
been wait ing for popular games 
software to be converted to 
work on the computer need 
wait no longer with the recent 
release of a new peripheral. 
The Spectrum Emulator, 
manufactured by Tatung and 
retailing at 149.95. connects to 
the back of the Einstein and 
allows certain Spectrum cas-
sette software to be loaded or 
saved. 

The package also includes a 
disc which allows the emulator 
to run up to 2(1 games, which 

makes it possible to play such 
well-known titles as Slarorion. 
The Hobbit and Daley 
Thompson's Decathlon from 
the standard Spectrum cas-
sette. A n additional disc can be 
bought for £9.95 which allows 
the popular Elite to IK played 
on the Einstein. 

The release of the emulator 
gives Einstein owners an even 
wider range of software from 
which to choose, adding to the 
Amstrad-eompatiblc programs 
it is already possible to use. 
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"Coptalrfslog, October 1,1944 0250 Hours 
Fleet submarine USS Hammerhead proceeding 
Southwest al cruising speed. Our mission: 
intercept enemy convoy off the coast of Borneo. 
Disperse and destroy.'' 

Captain's Log 
War Date 10.01.44 

Aim itOSI \<rn*>n\ SfrUWTl 

"0300 Hours. Two hours until dawn. Radar 
pi cks up convoy, escorted by two destroyers. 
We believe that one of the enemy's valua ble oi I 
tankers is port of convoy lormatlon. ' 

"0400 Hours. Lookouts on the bridge. 
Target identification party reports one tanker, 
6.000 tons, troopship of 10,250 tons, with two 
Ko/bofcon-rype oscorts. Moving into attack 
position," ^ 

"0500 Hours. Sound General Quarters! 
BaHIo stations monnod. Propari rtg tor torpedo 
run Gauge Panel OK Periscope OK. Charts 
and Attack Ptot Board OK. All mechanical 
systems OK.' _ 

+ .rut? . ia 

,!=5! teS 1 }' 71 

+ (KiS M • , 
BMMŴ  

+ .SIS * <s> ,«, . Bt t . . 

"0525 Hours. Torpedo rooms report full tubes 
forward and aft. Battery ot full charge for 
silent running We hope water temperature 
will provide thermal barrier to confuse 
onemy sonar." 

"0600 Hours Wearoailinolottock position, 
Convoy moving at 10 knots. Torget distance 
decreasing ropidly... Crash Dive! Escorts have 
sported us and are turning to attack! Rig to 
run silent." —— 

"0700 Hours. Depth charged for one hour. 
Some minor damage, bu* repair pa riles al 
work Destroyer propeller noises receding. 
Weil come to periscope depth lor out return 
punch." 

0715 Hours. Torpedo tubes 1.2,3 fired. 
Two destroyers hit and sinking One of the 
enemy's lost tankers coming into scope 
vlow - an idoaf targol position On my mark 
fire Tube 41 Fire 5'" 

"Superb raves 
Scott May in On 
Line, "strategic 
intensity a n d heart-
pound ing ac t ion 
have rarely b e e n 
merged this suc-
cessfully." Analog 
calls it flatly "the 
best submarine 

simulation so far." C o m p u t e com-
ments "Silent Service's deta i l is 
astonishing."Join the more than 
150.000 computer skippers who 
have volunteered for Silent Service, 
the naval act ion/ tact ics simulation 
— from MicroProse. 

Silent Service is available for 
Commodore 6 4 * 128™, 
Amiga™. Apple II family. Atari 
XL/XE, Atari ST, IBM and 
compatibles. Spectrum and 
Amstrad CPC. 

/V;r̂ Vv: PROSE 
u . i * r i o n * i q i t w a ii r 

Micro Prose Software Ltd. 
The Walled Garden, Hyde, Chalford, Stroud. 

Gloucestershire Gt.6 8PA. 
Telr 0453 886386 



NEWS 

program 
Perhaps the most succcssful 
board game of last two years is 
Trivial Pursuits which, wi th its 
recent conversion to computer 
by Donuirk. has highlighted an 
untapped micro games market. 
The latest game of this ilk to 
appear is Personal Quiz by 
Colisoft, 

Unl ike other versions of the 

popular qui? game it allows the 
players to measure their intelli-
gence and personality. The 
most original feature, how-
ever. is the X factor, a facility 
which can generate new logic 
questions every time the game 
is played. 

Costing £9.95 and written for 
the Commodore 64/128 and the 
BBC. Personal Ouiz should 
make a good present this 
Christmas for anyone who 
enjoys a challenge. 

Prescribed 
price 

Boots the Chemist has 
extended its 'You can't buy 
cheaper" policy to cover all the 
leading brands of home com-
puter anil accessories. Boots is 
so confident about its policy 
that it wil l refund the differ-
ence in price if you manage to 

find the same product at a 
cheaper price within seven 
days of purchase. 

With Christmas approaching 
it must be good news to all who 
have to think about presents 
for the computer huffs in the 
family. 

Robot released 

British-based Universal 
Machine Intelligence Ltd 
recently unveiled the world's 
first Personal Work ing Robot. 
Designed for a varied range of 
uses, the robot, called RTX, 
wi l l have manufacturing as well 
as scientific applications. 

It is also hoped that the RTX 
wil l help severely disabled 
people not only in health care 

but also in educational situa-
tions by allowing them it) carry-
out experiments and other 
manual tasks on their own. 

The initial production run of 
100 units has already been sold 
to various companies and 
research organisations 
throughout Europe and the 
U.S. Costing £5,000, the RTX 
looks set to f i l l the space which 
exists in the market between 
the cheap and l imited hobbyist 
robot and expensive custom-
built industrial robots. 

The robot is safe and easy to 

install and. unlike conven-
tional robots, is designed for 
mass production. Controlled 
by an I B M oi IBM-compatible 
machine and sophisticated 
software, the RTX can be 
operated by non-expert users, 
as well as allowing competent 

users to develop their own pro 
grams. 

The robot has a six-axis arm 
and can carry a payload of up to 
two kilogrammes and position 
it anywhere within a space of 30 
cu. f t . 
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GET YOUR HANDS ON THE 
NEW SINCLAIR I28K+2. 

BEFORE EVERYBODY 
ELSE DOES. 

The new 128K ZX Spectrum +2 is more 
than just a monster memory. 
It's the ultimate family computer. 
With a built-in datacorder for easier loading, superb 
graphics capability, two joystick ports, a proper 
typewriter keyboard and more games available than you 
can shake a joystick at (well over 1000 software titles, 
in fact). 
Better get your hands on the new 
128KZX Spectrum +2 soon. 
Before they do. 

1 ORY- MONSTER VALUE ! 
Available f rom: Allders, Boots, Clydesdale, Comet, Connect, Co-op, Currys, 
Dixons, Electric Supreme, Laskys, John Lewis, John Menzies, Power City, 
Rumbelows, Ultimate, WH Smith, Wigfalls, and good independent stores. 

We recommend Sinclair Quality Control Software. 

r To: Sinclair, P.O. Box 462. Brentwood, Esse* CM 4ES. 
Please send me more information about the Sinclair 128K ZX Spcctrum +2. 
h&me 
Address . 

i n c z l a i r : 



TREASURE HUNT 
Rules and Instructions 

he Autumn Gold Treasure Hunt Competition con-
cludes this month with part three. The third and final 
special treasure hunt card to be given away is on the 
front of this issue. If you missed parts one or two, 
don't worry. A back issue of Your Computer can be 

purchased for £1.50 from Back Issues Oept, Your Com-
puter, 79-80 Petty France, London SW1H 9ED. (Alterna-
tively by sending a SAE to the same address you can 
receive a photocopy of the competition pages). By collect-
ing the cards, using the numbers and solving the three pic-
ture puzzles, you could find the secret location of the hid-
den treasure chest and win the first prize of £1,000. There 
are also 25 instant prizes offered each month, with the 
chance to win more prizes in the New Year. 

Before you attempt to uncover any of the boxes, read the 
instructions on the card carefully. There are three possible 
ways to win. The first involves revealing the hidden boxes 
on your card by scratching off seven of the eight gold 
leaves, taking care to leave one intact When you have done 
that, If there are six numbers plus one instant prize token 
(a picture of a £1 coin) you have a winning treasure hunt 
card. 

To claim your prize, send your card with your name and 
address and details of where you bought the magazine to 
Your Computer, 79-80 Petty France, London SW1H 9ED, 
remembering to keep a record of the numbers on your 
card. Details of this month's Instant prizes are to be found 
on the contents page. Remember that to claim using this 
method you must NOT have uncovered a black leaf under 
the gold. 

If you have removed all 8 of the gold leaves on your card 
you still have a chance of winning an instant prize. Pro-
vided that one of the boxes you have revealed contains an 
instant prize token you can save it and try to collect 
another card with an instant prize token on it, thereby 
creating another winning combination. The January, 1987 
issue of Your Computer will have details of the prizes and 
how to claim using this method. 

Whether or not your treasure hunt card entitles you to 
one of the instant prizes, it always contains a set of six 
numbers which will help in your quest for the hidden trea-
sure. Each month there will be a different set of numbers to 
uncover which relate to that month's picture puzzle. 

Study the picture opposite carefully. There Is a way of 
using the numbers from your card and the clues In the pic-
ture to find a single clue word somewhere - not in the pic-
ture or on the card. Quite simply the picture leads to a 
source of information and the numbers lead to a specific 
item within that source. What to do with the numbers Is 
also contained in the picture. The source of information 
can be found In any good bookshop or public library or vie-
wed at the Your Computer offices. You must telephone us 
first to tell us what it is you require so that we can ensure 
nobody gains an unfair advantage. Once we have checked 
your solution we will arrange for you to view the relevant 
information. Each month ultimately leads to a single word 
and the three words will tell you where the treasure is hid-
den. Write and tell us the secret location and the first cor-
rect answer out of the hat will win the £1,000 prize. 

Competition Rules 
The winner of the competition will be the first 

correct answer drawn from the hat. 
The name of the winner will be announced in 

the February issue of Your Computer. 
All entries must arrive at the Your Computer 

offices by December 19,1986. 

Only one entry per household. 
Entries to the competition cannot be 

acknowledged. 
No employees of Focus Investments nor their 

agents or close relatives may enter the 
competition. 

The decision of the Editor in all respects of 
the competition will be final. 

No correspondence with regard to any aspect 
of the competition will be entered into. 

Focus Investments assumes no responsibility 
or liability for any complaints arising from this 
competition. 
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• • rap so 

1 PAPERBOY EUTE SP 1 SP 

2 TRIVIAL PURSUIT DOMARK SPCOAM 

3 LIGHT FORCE FIL SPAM 3 SPAM 
4 FIST II MELBOURNE HOUSE C O 

5 DRUID FIREBIRD SPCOAM 5 SPCOAM 

6 INFILTRATOR MINDSCAPE-U.S. GOLD SPCO 6 SPCO 

7 DRAGONS LAIR ... SOFTWARE PROJECTS SPCO 

8 1942 ELITE SPCO 8 SPCO 

9 DAN DARE VIRGIN SPCOAM 

10 GHOSTS AND GOBLINS ELITE SPCOAM 

11 ACE CASCADE SPCO C I 11 SPCO C I 

12 GREEN BERET IMAGINE SPCOAM 

13 COMPENDIUM HITS 10 VOL 3 BEAU JOLLY SPCOAM 
14 PUB GAMES ALLIGATA SPCO 

15 THE GREAT ESCAPE OCEAN SPCO 
16 STRIKE FORCE HARRIER MIRRORSOFT SPCOAM 
17 SUPER CYCLE EPYX-U.S. GOLD C O 
18 TRAP DOOR SPCOAM 

19 LEADERBOARD ACCESS-U.S. GOLD COAT 

20 GLIDER RIDER QUICKSILVER SPAM 20 SPAM 

1 -

• BUDGET TOP TIN 
1 THRUST. FIREBIRD SPCO AT AM BB 
2 NINJA MASTER FIREBIRD SPCO AM AT MS 
3 G O FOR GOLD AMERICANA C O C O 
4 OLLIE AND LISA FIREBIRD SP 4 SP 
5 SPEED KING MASTERTRONIC C O C 1 AM MS 
6 NINJA MASTERTRONIC COAT 
7 WARHAWK FIREBIRD COAT 7 COAT 

8 HAPPIEST DAYS FIREBIRD SPCO 8 SPCO 
9 V1D O POKER MASTERTRONIC SPCO AM C I SPCO AM C I 

10 RAI TEMPLE FIREBIRD SP 10 SP 

BUBBLING UNDER 
TT RACER DIGITAL ENTEGRATION SP 

ALLEYKAT HEWSON CONSULTANTS C O 

ISO MASTERTRONIC SPCO 

GALVAN IMAGINE SPAM 

DANDY ELECTRIC DREAMS SP 

NOW GAMES 3 VIRGIN SPCOAM 

WAR MARTECH SPCO 

STREET SURFER MASTERTRONIC C O 

GALUPOU CCS SP 

I 

ft 

MACHINE CODES 
SP - SPECIRUM; CO 

16 I 

COMMODORE; AM - AMSTRAD; MS - MSX; AT - ATARI; V2 VIC20 
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SOFTWARE PREVIEWS 

' u * ' i 

You too can play Maverick when 
Ocean release TOP GUN. Com-
ing soon for your home com-
puter. 

Running out 

Cascade games has at last 
produced a fol low-up to the 
much-vaunted number one hit 
ACE. Programmed by the 
same man, Ian Mart in , the 
program has been being 
worked on for a number of 
months and. if the idea ts any 
criterion. it should be a classic. 

Based on the now legendary 

section of Return of theJedi, 
with f lying motorcycles 
hurtl ing through trees, and 
combined with a storyline 
which involves intcr-planctary 
drug-busting, the game wi l l be 
released for the Commodore 
64 and Spcctrum and wi l l cost 
£9.95. 

Spectrum 1, 
Commodore 1 
In the never-ending "my 
computer's better than yours" 
arguments which seem to rage 
continually between Spectrum 
and Commodore owners, 
Hewson is one of the few 
software houses which can 
claim to have put arrows in the 
quivers of both sides. Now, 
however, Hewson has 
betrayed all Commodore 
owners by releasing the 
Andrew Braybrook classic. 

Uridium, on the Spcctrum. I f 
that was bad news for 
Commodore owners, even 
worse is that the game is just as 
good and, if anything, a little 
more playable. 

Jesting apart, the conversion 
by Dominic Robinson is one of 
the most impressive Spectrum 
shoot-'em-ups yet and at £8.95 
it should prove to be a best 
seller this Christmas. 

Childish 
games 

an indication, be equally 
popular. 

As well as spectacular 
graphics, for which the ST is 
noted, Microdeal has included 
a soundtrack, Midi-
compatible, which is a version 

Microdeal. a company which 
has gained a reputation for 
supporting the Atar i ST, has 
recently won the dubious 
award of the first company to 
release a sequel - before the 
original. That apart. Karate 
Kid II is based on the highly-
successful new film, and 
should, if the screen shots are 

of the f i lm hit, The Glory of 
Love. The game promises an 
entirely new approach to 
karate. 

ATso new from Microdcal is 
Space Shuttle, a realistic 
simulation of the famous 
N A S A spacecraft, though you 
wi l l hope to fare better than 
the crew of Challenger. 
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FIVE 
GREAT ARCADE 
GAMES FOR THE 
PRICE OF ONE 

IT MUST DE CHRISTMAS 

^ tConami : 

KONAMI'S COIN-OP HITS 
Cassette Disk 

SPECTRUM £9.95 
COMMODORE £9.95 £14.95 4 

AMSTRAD £9.95 £1435 
Twin Cassette Pack 

fftn6o:e<i mfr inccbyCmn f-inrr Wcphooc PHifcotrd In Cmranyby ft^narr X r phow ?I01.70W0 



SOFTWARE NEWS 

The 
master 

Have you ever fancied having 
an arcade machine of your 
own? If you have not. you are 
certainly in a minority. If, like 
me, you would like nothing 
better. Ariolasoft has obtained 
the sole rights to the Sega 
Master system which at 
slightly less than £100 
promises to revolutionise the 
home games market. 

For your money, you can 
expect to take home the main 
console, two twin fire 
buttoned joysticks, the 
necessary cabling to link the 
machine to your television, 
and a 256K TransBot Sega 
Card. Those cards, which 
incidentally load software 
instantly, are soon expected 
to take over where cartridges 
left off. 

To coincide with the launch 
of the machine, Ariolasoft is 
releasing eight games. Black 
Belt, Fantasy Zone. World 
Grand Prix, Choplifter, Action 
Fighter. Action Warrior and 
Hang On, all priced at £19.95. 
Having played the games, 
some are really exceptional, 
with Fantasy Zone being 
almost identical to the arcade 
original. 

If. as Arioiasoft promises, 
the software base continues 
to expand, the Sega would 
deservedly be the games 
sensation of the year and if 
you are undecided about your 
Christmas present I can 
recommend it before almost 
anything else. I have left a note 
for Santa already. 

Atari ST mania 
Latest in the long line of new 
games to be released for the 
Atari ST range of computers is 
Qball from English Software. 
Looking something like a 
cross between Snooker and 
Tempest. I am informed 
reliably that the game allows 
262.144 possible viewing 
angles, 2,500,000 directions 

of shot and 2,585,664 angles 
of shot. 

If the game is as good as 
some of the English Software 
releases for the Commodore 
and Atari 800, it should be 
worth the wait, although 
whether anyone will validate 
those figures I somehow 
doubt. 

Say "KWAH", Redhawk returns 
Not content with releasing Fist 
II. Melbourne House has 
bounced back from its 
management re-shuffle with 
two new launches and a 
red-hot licensing deal. Of the 
releases, Kwah is my 
favourite, although 
Knuckleduster was only a 
preview and therefore it is 
difficult to comment on it too 
much. Kwah is. as many will 
have guessed, the follow-up 

to Red Hawk, the much 
under-rated cartoon 
adventure. 

If Red Hawk has been a little 
faster and a little more 
playabie it would have taken 
the market by storm and I am 
afraid that criticism applies to 
the follow-up. 

Even so, the now story-lino 
is still clever and sharp and 
followers of the original will 

not be disappointed. 
Knuckleduster is a different 

thing altogether. Using a 
left-right scrolling screen, the 
game is an arcade kick-punch 
extravaganza which uses 
mettallix graphics and a 
catchy tune. 

Available initially for the 
Commodore, a few might 
remember seeing it at a 
Commodore Show. 

Get wise 
In a move not dissimilar from 
that of Gargoyle Games, 
Domark has announced that it 
is to start a new label 
dedicated to arcade-style 
releases, while keeping the 
original Domark label for 
games such as the hit Trivial 
Pursuit. 

The first game to be 
released on the Streetwise 
label is Orbix the Terrorball. 
Available initially for the 
Spectrum. Orbix is described 
by its authors as a bouncing 
shoot-'em-up. 

After Orbix will be Kat-Trap. 
a game based on a 
competition winner's 
story board. 

Programmed by Design 
Design, the game will be 
availablo for both the Amstrad 
and the Spectrum, costing 
£8.95. 
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f,| i TECHNOIOC.Y MODEM 
ON CD SP 

V2123 

Within 
Your £149.95" for a Hayes compatible, autodial, 

autoanswer wi th speed seeking smart modem from 
one of the UK's best-known modem manufacturers 
— that really brings the world of data 
communications within your reach! 
If that wasn't enough, the new WS4000 is also fully 
intelligent and speed buffered. And you can add your 

choice of optional extras now or 
later, taking it right up to full V22 
or even the 2400 bps V22 bis 
standard. 
For only £149.95* you can reach 
out to Prestel. Telecom Gold. 
Micronet. Microlink and the 
world's databases, bulletin boards 
and telex links through your own 
telephone line. User-user file 
transfer too. 
WS4000 is made to the same high 
quality as all our products. The 
price breakthrough is a direct 
result of our massive component 
buying power through high 
volume sales to business, home, 
educational and Government 
users throughout the world. 
If £149.95* is within your reach 
— then so is the world. 
'Price excludes VAT. Total delivered price, UK 
mainland, is £178.) 9. Prestel. Telecom Gold. 
Micronet and Microlink are registered trade marks 
of those companies. Access & Visa cards accepted. 

MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY (UK) LTD ST PETERS STREET IPSWICH 1P1 1XB ENGLAND 
T (0473) 2 1 6 1 4 1 6 LINES TELECOM GOLD 79: KEY 0 0 1 (Dealer l ink 72: DT8 10135) 
W 9 4 6 2 4 0 CWEASY G 1900298S PRESTEL MAILBOX 9 1 9 9 9 2 2 6 S 



I COMMUNICATIONS NEWS 

Comms 
for PCs 
A range of viewdata terminal 
packages for PC compatibles, 
under the Vidterm banner, has 
been announced by Triangle 
Corporation. V id tc rm A MS is 
configured specially for (he 
Amstrad PC1512 and there is 
Tandy 1000 version, too. One 
of the strengths of the £50 
package is that the user can set 
up simple command language 
files to help automate various 
tedious functions such as 
comparing previously-
prepared or saved frames with 
those on-line, e.g.. for stock 
market watching. 

For £145, the V id tc rm 
viewdata terminal is 
accompanied by a full-featured 
scrolling text terminal with file 
transfer facilities and an 
on-screen timer. 

Compatible offer 
Readers may have noticed 
warnings in previous issues of 
Your Computer saying that the 
Spectrum 12S is incompatible 
with the Prism VTX5000 
comms pack, on offer as part 
of the Micronet free modem 
offer. The surprising and 
welcome news is that the 
re-packaged Amstrad version 

of the 128. the Plus 2. 
apparently has no problem 
with the V T X . 

No-onc wi l l guarantee that 
all VTXs wil l work, of course, 
so it might be best to test the 
combination before buying. 

A lucky by-product of 
software changes to the new 
Spectrum R O M is thai the 

Extension regulations 
From December I it wi l l be 
legal for anyone to wire 
telephone extensions in their 
homes without the need to 
utilise the scrviccs of a BT 
engineer. The only proviso is 
that you must have a BT-f i t tcd 
main jack-sockct to terminate 
the line f rom outside and that 
must not be tampered with. 

The BT watchdog/governing 
body. Of te l , has issued a guide 

to extension wir ing and those 
who are not confident of doing 
the job themselves wil l still be 
able to pay for a BT engineer 
to do the work. 

clash caused by V T X software 
initialisation now results in the 
Plus 2 powcring-up correctly. 
The V T X software is not 
dumped into memory as it 
should be but the modem wil l 
work correctly if other 
terminal software is loaded. 

Plus 2 ROMs fitted to old 
!2Xs have proved successful, 
too. Those with modem-less 
12Hs might like to explore the 
possibility of replacing their 
current R O M with the new 
version, while prospective Plus 
2 owners should be able to take 
advantage of the Micronct 
V T X offer after all. 

Astracom modem 
This has been the year of the 
"smart" modem. Alone with 
the Miracle WS3(X>0/4000. 
Pace Scries 4/Linnet. 
AaronFay 2122. among many. 
Astracom. designer of the 
former Bright Star O L modem 
- has joined the fray with its 
Astracom 1000 modem. 

The 1000 is claimed to be the 
cheapest intelligent modem on 
the market. A t £145 it is£5 less 
than the Miracle Technology 
WS4(XX). though the Pace 
Linnet wil l be £5 cheaper in 
turn when it is launched at the 
end of the vcar. 

The V21/23 - 300 and 
1,200/75 baud - A M D 7 9 U 
chip-based modem is a 
development of the Bright Star 
and still incorporates the built-
in parallel printer port of the 
latter, which is exceptional in a 
sub-£200 modem. Hayes 
compatibil i ty costs an extra 
£25 to £35 depending on the 
level of software required, 
though the modem is supplied 
in base form with the Astracom 
non-standard control code 
modem support. 

A range of specially-tailored 
software packs is available for 

Q L and Amstrad PCW. while 
BBC and ST packs are hoped 
for soon. New technology 
chips just reaching the market 
could mean that the Astracom 
wil l have an optional V22 -
1.2(K) full duplex - upgrade 
option at a budget price early 
next year. 

Commstar II 
The name Commstar has been 
associated mostly with the 
Pace Amstrad CPC comms 
solution but the name 
truthful ly belongs to the 
original BBC comms R O M 
which Pace launched nearly 
four years ago. 

Now Commstar II for the 
BBC is here. The old 8K 
F P R O M has been replaced by 
a 16K version of the dual 
scrolling text/viewdata 
package. Commstar has been 
spruced-up by its author. 

Andy Hood, with the 
introduction of drop-down 
menus and on-screen siatus 
indicators. 

The rather simple viewdata 
side of the R O M has been 
improved considerably with 
comprehensive frame-printing 
facilities and the addition of a 
mailbox editor. Commstar II 
appears to be aimed at users 
lequiringease of use as a 
prior i ty. The transiiion from I 
to I I has not affected the price, 
which remains at £34. 

Golden Prestel link 
That watchword, gateway, has 
struck again. Last month we 
reported a new gateway link to 
the States for Microl ink users 
on BT Gold and also a 
proposed Prestel link to 
Teletel in France. Then there 
was the gateway link for 
Micronet acccss to the Shades 
M U D game. Now Prestel has 
announced a gatewav link to 
B T G o l d . 

The link is primarily for easy 
access, by Prestel users, to 
general Gold facilities 
especially messaging and 
one-stop shopping for all your 
e-mail. Specially-written 
gateway I ' A I ) software 
converts data traffic both ways 

across the link into 
understandable forms. 

That is necessary because 
Prestel has a 40-column 
non-scrolling display while 
Gold has SO-column scrolling; 
and ccrtain key commands, or 
control codes, to which Gold 
responds arc not available 
from standard viewdata 
keyboards, e.g.. BRK which is 
handled by *B£. 

The P A D software interface 
is a variant of the Shades 
interface, with a few 
enhancements and no input 
splii-screen window. 

Specially attractive to 
Prestel users in remote parts of 
the countrv. the link allows 

relatively cheap call rate access 
to Gold via the Prestel local 
call rate network. The only 
alternatives previously were to 
call Gold London numbers or 
use PSS. 

Micronct wil l be one of the 
first areas on Prestel to have 
acccss to one of the new 
gateways, probably some time 
in December. Other Prestel 
areas wil l also have gateways 
to Gold , though they may have 
links to different Gold 
computers effectively closed 
user groups - and appropriate 
tariff ing. No tariff details had 
been decided at the time of 
wri t ing, though we have seen a 
working demonstration. 
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SANTA'S SELECTION 
Christmas is approaching fast, and with it a 
confusing choice of computers to buy. Your 
Computer guides you through the jungle. 

I ^ I B inter is the time of year when many computer enthusiasts 
H f H look either to the chimney or to their American Express 
H V cards, depending on their age, t i l her for their first com-
™ puter or for a new machine lo upgrade their current 

systems. While the sales of computer hardware and software 
during this period are not likely to return to the massive levels 
of the 1983 season, the winter quarter still accounts for si sig-
nificant proportion of the sales revenue for many computer 
manufacturers. 

In recognition of that fact both Amstrad and Commodore 
offer re-packaged versions of aold machines to stimulate the 
interest of the Christmas buyer. The Amstrad/Spectrum Plus IE 
computer is u re-designed version of the old Sinclair 128 
machine, while Commodore has re-designed its ageing CBM64 
computer and designated it the 64C. This machine is bundled 

Best buy for Wordsmiths 

with a cassette datacorder and mouse, plus a selection of games 
software. 

New hardware is thin on the ground this year, although new 
models from Atari , in the form of additions to its ST range, are 
exciting models. Pride of place in terms of new hardware must 
go to the Amstrad PC1512 range of computers. I-ow-cost, high-
quality and u performance which outstrips many similar low-
cost PC clones make the Amstrad Pt" the obvious choice for 
those demanding the flexibility of PC computing. 

Amstrad PCW8256/8512 
Marketed as the computer 
which is more than a word pro-
cessor yet costs less than most 
electric typewriters, the two 
computers which comprise the 
PCW range offer a combina-
tion of price and'performance 
which is difficult to beat. A t 
£300 plus V A T . the 256K 
single disc drive system fea-
tures a monitor/processor unit, 
a keyboard and a printer, while 
the 8512 adds £100 to the price 
of the system and offers a dual 
disc drive, 5J2K R A M specifi-
cation. 

Software bundled with the 
PCW computer includes CP/M 
Plus, a.k.a. V3.0. Mallard 
Basic and the turtle-based 
language Logo, in addition to 
Locoscript. a comprehensive 
word processing program from 
Locomotivc Software. It is the 

last package which transforms 
the system into a powerful 
stand-alone word processing 
system which, by virtue of the 
integrated design philosophy 
which applies equally to the 
hardware and software, offers 
professional wordsmiths an 
easy-to-use system capable of 
producing a high standard of 
output. 

Despite the marketing cam-
paign of Amstrad. which is 
designed to promote the com-
puter as a dedicated word pro-
cessor rather than as a general-
purpose computer, when run-
ning CP/M the PCW performs 
as a flexible genera I-purpose 
computer system. An increas-
ing range of software, from 
spreadsheets to databases 
through vortical applications 
packages, are available at 

a 

reasonable prices. 
For those who require a 

computer which will be used 
for preparation of a large 
number of text documents, the 
PCW8256 is an ideal choice. 
Those who arc likely to u.\e the 
system in conjunction with 
other Ihird-party applications 

software may find that the 
extra £100 necessary to buy the 
8512 model is worth spending, 
as the second disc drive and 
additional R A M make using 
spreadsheets and databases 
easier, keeping the disc swaps 
on a single drive system lo a 
minimum. 

INFORMATION 
PCW8256 ,£399 + V A T * 
PCW8512 £499 + V A T * 

•Note that some outlets discount the price of the PCW. 

Amsl'-ad Consumer Electronics, 

l 

Amstrad PCI 512 
A few years ago it would have 
been only the most wealthy 
home users who could have 
afforded a PC. Today, while 
the cost of using a PC with an 
authentic IBM pedigree is still 
high, the wealth of low-cost 

clones, of which the Amstrad is 
an excellent example, means 
that PC computing is within the 
reach of anyone who can afford 
to spend £500 on a computer. 

One of the major attractions 
of the Amstrad PC range is that 

they bring the cost of systems 
based on hard disc drives to a 
level considerably below 
£1.000 - a 10MB mono system 
is £699 plus V A T . Having used 
a hard disc, users will find 
themselves reluctant to return 
to a floppy-based system. The 
advantages in using high-
capacity hard drives are (hat 

users will no longer have to 
swap data and application discs 
constantly while using the com-
puter. 

The Amstrad PC builds in a 
considerable number of inter-
faces as standard, in contrast to 
the usual PC tradition of charg-
ing extra for anytrhing from 
add-on memory to a printer 

22 I YOUR COMPUTER, DECEMBER 1986 



driver card. The range of built-
in scrccn display modes, loo.m 
is greater than found on the 
majority of PC clones. 

Those formats include a spe-
cial non-IBM standard hi-res 
mode designed to he exploited 
by third-party software houses 
producing games for the 
machine. To add further to the 
potential of the machine in a 
games-playing role. Amstrad 
has included a joystick port in 
the base level specification of 
the PC. A mouse is also bun-
dled with the PC 1512 range of 
computers. 

Bundled software includes 
the MS-DOS and CP/M-86 
operating systems and G l i M 
Desktop and Paint although, 
signbificantlv the GEM Write 

word processing software is not 
included in the basic cost of the 
machine. 

For ihe small businessman, 
ihe Amstrad PC1512 range 
offers excellent value. The low-
cost route to a hard disc-based 
computer system and the vast 
range of software available 
under the MS-DOS format will 
make the machine an obvious 
choice for many. 

Much PC software is still 
expensive but the arrival of the 
Amstrad has stimulated many 
companies to launch low-cost 
ranges of software. They 
include MicroPro, which 
recently announced 
WordStar 1512, a WordStar 
package marketed at £70. 

re 

.JJ 

Jni&te * 00 

INFORMATION 
PC 1512 Starling at £449 + VAT 

Amstrad Consumer Electronics, 
Brentwood House, 169 Kings Road. Brentwood, 

Essex CM 14 4EF Telephone: (0277) 228888 

Atari ST 
The games machine of tomor-
row is how many people view 
the Atari ST range of com-
puters. With their excellent 
graphics and sound capability, 
plus a generous range of I/O 
ports, the computers provide 
an ideal environment for play-

ing stimulating games. While 
good-quality games software 
for the computers has taken 
some time to develop, there is 
an increasing range of titles 
available. 

Unfortunately, at present 
the cost even of the base model 

in the range puts the computer 
at the de luxe end of the games-
playing market. At about £700 
for a disc-based colour system, 
the Atari range is considerably 
more expensive than its games-
playing rivals, most notably the 
Amstrad 6128. The extra 
money, though, gives the user 
access to the powerful 68000 
16-bit processor rather than the 
distinctly long-in-the-tooth 
technology of the 8-bit Z-80 
chip. 

Software bundled with the 
ST includes GEM and while 
this graphics-based user inter-
face is not an application in its 
own right, when used witli 
GEM-compatiblc application 

packages it offers users, both 
novice and experienced, an 
attractive environment in 
which to work 

Sales of the ST range have 
taken off during the course of 
this year hut the computer still 
represents a top-of-the-range 
games-playing computer 
whose main appeal will be to 
those with deep pockets. While 
it can be used in business appli-
cations, other hardware, in 
particular the PCW and PC 
computer offered by Amstrad. 
provide higher performance at 
better prices for those with 
commercial applications for a 
computer. 

INFORMATION 
Atari St range Starting at £347 + VAT 

Atari Corporation (UK) Ltd., 
Atari House, Railway Terrace, 

Slough Berkshire SL2 SBZ Telephone: (0753) 33344 

Best buy for Gamesmiths 
Sinclair range 

Still the most popular com-
puter in the U.K. . there is no 
doubt that many people will 
find the price and software 
base of this machine too attrac-
tive to miss this Christmas. 
With the recent takeover, new 
life has been brought to the 
ageing machine and Amstrad 
recently launched the 128+2. 

That machine, which looks 
amazingly similar to the 
Amstrad CPC464, has a built-
in tape recorder and therefore 
saves the hours of grief nor-
mally associated with loading 
programs on the Spectrum. 

One problem from which the 
128+2 suffers is incompatibil-
ity with some games. That 
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CUT-PRICE DISKS r. LOWEST YET! 
t \ J n W e r s a v 
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stems from the original 128 and 
most new games do not suffer, 
but beware. Although not 
really a machine suitable for 
business. Saga has recently 
introduced a system called the 
Compliment which turns it into 
a complete business system for 
£299 plus VAT. Although 
expensive, the Compliment 
includes a 150cps printer, a disc 

drive and a high-quality 
keyboard. 

For Christmas, or for an 
entry into computing, the 
Spcctrum is always a good bet. 
With the new machines, there 
should be something to suit 
every pocket and with the vast 
software base it commands you 
will find games and programs 
almost anywhere. 

INFORMATION 
Spectrum + 

Spectrum +2 

£79.95 Inc. VAT 

£169.95 Inc. VAT 

Brent wood House, 169 Kings Road. Brentwood, 
Essex CM14 4EF 

Commodore range 
Although Commodore has 
been having a few difficulties 
recently, climaxed by the deci-
sion to cease manufacture in 
the U.K. , the mainstay of the 
products, the Commodore 64. 
has continued to dominate the 
hardware market. In the last 
year. Commodore has made 

two real changes. First it intro-
duced the Commodore 128, a 
more business-orientated 
machine which still retained 
the 64 as its base and, more 
recently, the 64C. 

As with the Spcctrum, the 
Commodore has a massive 
software base and it includes a 

INFORMATION 
Commodore Range Starting at £179 + VAT 

Commodore Business Machines, 
Switch Back. Gardener Road, 

Maidenhead, Berkshire. 

INFORMATION 
Amiga Starting at £1,475 Ex. VAT Inc. Monitor 

Commodore Business Machines, 

wide variety of applications, as 
well as some superb games. 
Although considerably more 
expensive than either the 
Spectrum or the Amstrad, the 
Commodore has a devout fol-
lowing and this Christmas will 
probably be as successful as 
ever for the Maidenhead-based 
company. 

The most valid criticism of 
the Commodore is the neces-
sity to buy almost solely Com-
modore badged peripherals, 
which are more expensive. For 
anyone willing to invest ;is they 
upgrade, the Commodore can 
develop into an cxccllcnt 
system. 
If money is no objcct for you 
this Christmas, or if your Santa 
has a penchant for spending 
large sums of money, the Com-

modore Amiga must be the 
machine for you. With 512K. 
true multi-tasking, and the 
most impressive graphics and 
sound available on any sub-
£500 machine, the Amiga is 
technically superb. Unfortu-
nately it suffers from lack of 
software, to the degree that to 
this day there is not one good 
word processor available. 

I f , however, you want lo use 
the graphics or the sound, and 
are not worried about trying to 
use it in a business environ-
ment. the Amiga is the most 
fun 'gadget' this side of a Lam-
borghini. Of the few pieces of 
software available. Ariolasoft 
imports an amazing version of 
Marble Madness, and Psgnosis 
has produced two excellent 
arcade games. 

Amstrad CPC range 
Still considered relative new-
comers to the computer world, 
Amslrad home computers 
have found themselves a very 
dedicated niche in the market 
which, in many ways, resem-
bles the original following of 
the BBC. 

Although Amstrad chose to 
cease production of the 664 
within a few months of its 
launch, there are still two levels 
of Amstrad computing, the 
CPC464 and the CPC6128. 
Both systems are complete 
with either a green or colour 

monitor and. in the case of the 
6128, there is a built-in 3in. disc 
drive. 

As home machines, the 
Amstrads represent a very 
good investment. Both have 
the potential to play any of the 
ever-increasing games soft-
ware base but they can also, 
especially tlie 6128, be efficient 
as a business system, some-
thing exceptional at this price 
level. 

Overall, the Amstrad. and 
particularly the 6128. must be 
the most impressive home 

computer available. It has 
plenty of memory, a superb 
Basic and a software base 
which increases in size by the 

day. If you arc willing to make 
the initialk investment, it 
should be the machine this 
Christmas. 
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— Fist II. 

J ike the assassination of President 
M Kennedy, anyone can tell you 

g where they were when they first 
saw Way of the Exploding Fist. Il 

was the first of an entirely new genre. The 
combat game had arrived and the 
industry was never the same again. Like 
all good games it has created a string of 
imitators, some good, some not so good. 
What makes a good combat game and 
why have they remained so popular? 

A good combat game is different from a 
shoot-*cm-up in a number of ways. There 
are usually a large number of moves. 
Often a vaguely oriental feel, and, with a 
little luck, a two-player op t ion -bea t up a 
friend is the name of the game. 

So to start f rom the beginning. Fist, as it 
came to be known, was a revelation and 
still stands up well in comparison wi th 
later rivals. The best version was on the 
Commodore, while the worst was 
probably the Amstrad conversion. 

On the Commodore, there was jolly, 

t inkly music, really realistic sound effects 
and fast game action. In one-player 
mode, the idea was to work your way 
through the levels, facing tougher and 
tougher opposition. To win a bout, you 
had to score two points. Every time you 
hit your opponent, he collapsed on the 
floor in a heap. The fight master then 
decided whether the blow was worth a full 
or a half-point. 

At the end of the 30-second bout you 
won the round if you had the most points. 
If you managed to get two points, you 
would also receive a bonus according to 
how many seconds remained on the clock. 
Between some of the levels there was a 
spot of relaxation, like jumping over a 
bull or some such fr ivol i ty. The one-player 
version was flawed. Most people soon 
understood the vulnerability of the 
computer to the good old leg sweep. That 
was a rather ponderous move but the 
computer never had a good answer to il. 

Cult status 
The two-player opt ion was where Fist 

really camc into its own and accounted for 
the cult status of the game. Grasping a 
joystick each, two players would battle 
through the best of six rounds. There 
were 16 moves in Fist. Of those, there 
were about a dozen different attacking 
blows. Each had a specific counter: i l was 
a question of watching youropponent like 
a hawk and trying to react to his moves. 
The winner normally needed a 
combination of plenty of experience and 
good reflexes; fie had to know what to do. 
and do il quickly. That k ind of inter-player 
interaction had never been seen before. 

Two of the best-known imitators 
which fol lowed were Yie Ar Kung Fu and 
International Karate. Yie Ar was the most 
successful of the clones, possibly due to 
the considerable marketing clout of 

FIGHTING FIT 
Is Fist II the ultimate challenge? Tom Courtney fights 

his way through the masses. 
Ocean, l i differed from Fist in a number 
of ways. First, instead of collapsing into a 
little heap from one blow, you and the 
computer-controlled opponent had an 
energy level. Each blow would reduce it; 
the first person to zero died. There was a 
variety of moves and each level featured a 
different opponent wi th a different 
weapon, so different tactics were needed 
to deal with each. 

The best of the Fist clones was 
International Karate, once again best 
seen on ihe Commodore. It had 
everything the afficianado could want. 
The graphics and animation were really 
pretty, wi th each round taking place in a 
different exotic location. The sound 
effects were also well up lo scratch. 

Its main advantage over Fist was that 
the opponents were •intelligent'. If you 
started trying too many leg sweeps, he 
would go for the knee breaker. 
Conversely, too many roundhouse kicks 
or flying leaps and the computer would 
devise a counter move. 

That made the game really diff icult and 
the only way was to mix your shots. Thai 
meant becoming expert ai all moves. 

knowing just what would be the best 
move in a given position. I l was like 
playing a good human opponent, without 
all that ego-mauling if you lost. 

The bcat-'em-up also crossed into the 
ever-popular arcade adventure genre. 
That meant trading the large sprites and 
numerous movements for more plot. A 
leading exponent of this was Kung-Fu 
Master. Converted from the coin-op of 
the same name, il involved the player in a 
dour struggle as our hero tried to rescue 
his girl friend f rom the evil clutches of the 
triad. Most of the hordes of baddies which 
attack in large numbers could be disposed 
of wi th one blow but at the end of each 
level he faced a main meanie. where it is 
the usual tussle lo see who runs out of 
energy first. 

Bruce Lee was more arcade adventure 
than anything else. Only on the first few 
screens is ol" Bruce hassled by the Yamo 
and there are only two types of blow. That 
is not to say it was not a good game just 
not a true combat game, although it 
featured a two-player mode and plenty of 
atmosphere. 

Nexus was possibly more successful in 
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SIMULATIONS 

combining combat with plot. The only 
diff iculty was that the plot was rather long 
and tortuous and you received no credit 
forthe combat - ra ther the reverse, in fact. 
The more mayhem you crcatcd. the less 
your chances of completing the game 
successfully. The idea is to free your 
fr iend and smash a drugs ring. That is 
done by searching dil igently for scraps of 
information. As there arc many of them 
and it is very diff icult to get them all, most 
people arc happy to find where they can 
lav their hands on the stun gun and a 
steady supply of grenades and have some 
fun. 

One of the better Fist clones was Sai 
Combat, or Way of the Pointy Stick as it is 
known. It has the key clement of a good 
combat game - a good variety of moves. 
The successful player in Sai Combat wi l l 
have to know most of the moves and their 
range. Each player is armed with a long 
slick. You can use it to aim blows at 
various parts of the opponent's anatomy. 
At any given range, one move wi l l be 
particularly effective. Scoring is based on 
an energy scale. The fighting figures are 
large, with plenty of good animation. 

Also worthy of honourable mention is 
Way of the Tiger, definitely one of the 
prettiest-looking of the combat games 
with a riot of superflous detail which all 
adds to the atmosphere. The game 
features you bashing your way past 
hordes of nasties. Fortunately, the lads 
approach you in time-honoured, 
onc-at-a-time fashion. Each has more 
energy than the last and you have to beat 
hell out of them before your energy is 
exhausted. 

The backgrounds are beautifully drawn 
and. as you move round, the background 
moves in perspective. Lit t le blokes zip 
past in the background on litters, or the 

"i n— iiFBBffifnii OOL> 

HOLDinG 

b 11* 
U E R P O n S 

Last Sinja. 

odd owl may flap past casually. The game 
loads in three parts. In each part the 
battle takes place amid different scenery 
and against different opposition. The 
third part is in the temple against a 
fearsome warrior armed with a Samuri 
sword. 

So what of the future? Just as you 
thought every variation of strange men 
with no shoes beating up people had been 
exhausted, along comes Fist II. It is from 
the same author as Fist I, Grce Bennett. 

T H £ " 

LAS! 
N I lUL 

hut if people were looking for a new 
epoch in games-plaving. they were to be 
disappointed. 

It almost seems as if Bennett has been 
too busy looking at other Fist clones to 
produce anything original. The game is an 
oddesy through temples and underground 
tunnels where you have to smash 
various-strength opponents but it suffers 
from the same weakness as Fist - the 
opponents are not so clever: one move, 
the forward punch, wil l dispose of all of 
them but there is always the bonus of a 
game of the original Fist with different 
backgrounds on the B side. 

At Christmas it seems you wil l scarcely 
be able to move for the sight of flying feet 
and the crack of tortured bones from your 
computer. Almost everyone is preparing 
to throw a combat game into the ring. 
Shao Lin's Road is perhaps the most 
eagerly-awaited but. as yet. little has been 
seen of it. 

Other titles include Vchi Mata from 
Martcch, which is all about judo, and 
Avenger, which is the Gremlin Graphics 
fol low-up to Way of the Tiger. 

Despite the endless number of 
variations on a theme, combat games wil l 
continue to be popular for some time. 
They offer an exceptional combination of 
competit ion which is diff icult to find 
anywhere else. 

As each new one appears, the dedicated 
few wi l l still yearn to reach perfection in 
the new brand of martial art. 

Karate game. 27 



The ATARI Shop A 
ATARI 

Atari 520 STM 
1040 STF 
2080 STF 
4160 STF 
SF354 
SF314 
SM 125 
SM1224 
20 MB 

£299 
£669 
£1019 
£1329 
500 K drive £130 
1 megabyte drive £174 
Mono Monitor £130 
Colour Monitor £330 
Hard disc drive £599 

Dot Matrix printer (inc. cable) £174 
Cumana Single MB drive £138 
CumanaDual MB drive £233 

Being one of the UK's leading Atari dealers Brighton Computer Exchange Centre has 
been authorised by Atari to trade as the Atari shop. 

We will therefore endeavour to offer a "no gimmick'1 service at the lowest possible 
prices. If you find better prices anywhere we will try and match. 

We stock a vast range of software please call 
Brighton Computer Exchange on: 

Al! prices exclude VAT, carriage on orders over £200 free. 
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WE'VE GOT YOU 
Your Computer covers all aspects of low-cost computing. Concentrating on 
hardware which costs less than £500, whether your interest is in games-playing 
on the Spectrum or choosing a data-base for the Amstrad PC, Your Computer 
will have articles full of useful information. 
The fact that Your Computer can take a broader view of computing than some 
of the other 'user this or user that' magazines makes the magazine essential 
reading for al! users of low-cost computing systems. 

SPECIAL OFFER 10% OFF 
PLUS: A free YOUR COMPUTER binder 
for the first 100 orders received 

To make sure that you receive each and 
every copy of Your Computer, why not 
take advantage of our special offer and 
subscribe? Take advantage of the offer 
as soon as possible and you could also 
receive a free binder to keep your copies 
of the magazine in perfect condition. 
We've got you covered both ways! 
A subscription to Your Computer also 
makes an ideal Christmas present for a 
friend with an interest in computers. If 
you want to give a subscription to 
someone, complete the appropriate 
sections of the form below. 

1 would like to take advantage of the Your Computer special subscription offer. Please begin my subscription 
with the next issue of the magazine. 1 enclose a cheque/postal order for £13.50. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 
Please send the subscription to the person named below starting with the January, 1987 issue. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 
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The Expander expands 
The Commodore Sound Expander 

system has already been bought by 
15,000 people. The new software 

packages extend the scope of the 
system considerably. Tony Sacks has 
been looking at and listening to the 

new offerings. 
^ ^ ^ ommodore shattered 

m the tranquility of many a 
M home about a year ago 

by introducing two 
musical add-ons for the 64/128. 
The Sound Sampler and Sound 
Expander packages freed 
Commodore owners from the 
sonic limitations of the built-in 
SID sound chip of the 64. They 
could explore sounds 
previously available only to 
synthesiser owners. 

For the benefit of anyone 
who has been wearing 
ear-muffs for the last year, the 
Sampler is a device for 
recording real sounds in the 
computer memory, while the 
Expander is a module 
containing a synthesiser chip 
capable of producing eighi 
channels of high-quality sound 
under control of the miero. 

The Expander owes its 
precise, clear sounds to a form 
of musical synthesis known as 
frequency modulation. The 
software provided with the 
Expander demonstrated some 
of the potential of the FM 
system but gave the music-
maker only l imited access to its 
workings. 

Gimmicky 
The software offered 24 

pre-set examples of the vast 
array of sounds which I 'M can 
produce and some of them 
were rather gimmicky. There-
was no way of altering the 
sounds or of creating new 
sounds from scratch. 

Another l imitation was that 
you could not store your 
precious musical compositions 
- you were limited to playing in 
real-time. Now, Music Sales. 

30 

which developed the Expander 
for Commodore, has 
produced two software 
packages which explore far 
more of the potential of the 
system. A t the same time the 
company has released a 
package which turns the 
Sampler into a drum machine. 

The Expander packages arc 
an Editor for the FM sounds 
and a Composer program 
which allows you to place-
notes on a conventional 
musical score and then to play-
is back through both the 
Expander and external 
musical instruments. 

Al though FM can produce 
strikingly clear and prccisc 
sounds, it has one disadvantage 
- it is extremely diff icult to 

Fruit machine. 

program new sounds. The 
Japanese synthesiser maker 
Yamaha has specialised in F M 
technology in its best-selling 
D X series of synthesisers but 
even Yamaha failed to crack 
the nut of making FM 
programming painless. 

So when Musical Sales set 
about developing an easv-to-
use sound editor for the 
Commodore Expander it was 
faced with a daunting task. I l 
has, however, largely 
succeeded in its aim and has 
even managed to bring an 
element of fun into FM 
programming. 

Clarinet 
The Sound Editor package 

has five sections - Set-up. Edit 
Sounds, Drum Machine. Fruit 
Machine and Disc functions. 
The Set-up section adds 64 
new pre-set sounds to the 
original Expander complement 
of 24. Most are highly usable, 
ranging from the esoteric, such 
as bass koto, to the more 
familiar pianos, organs and 
string sounds. Particularly 
pleasing sounds include the 

clarinet, harp and tubular 
bells, an FM speciality. Kcss 
satisfactory arc the bagpipes, 
blues guitar and steel drums. 

The keyboard can be split so 
that different sounds appear in 
the upper and lower halves. 
Each half can be moved up or 
down an octave and the whole 
keyboard can be shifted 
several semi-tones either way. 

The set-up page also selects 
Mid i functions, allowing ihc 

Expander to control and be 
controlled by external 
instruments. M id i signals can 
be sent out oil any or all of the 
16 Midi channels and received 
similarly on any of the 16 
channels. To use Mid i you wi l l 
need a Midi interface and 
Music Sales plans to market 
one soon for £39.99. 

A Drum Machine page is 
designed it) provide a simple 
percussive accompaniment for 
the musician. A choice of 10 
synthetic drum kits is provided, 
each kit containing five 
instruments. They can be 
programmed either by 
lapping-out a rhythm on 
designated Q W E R T Y keys or 
by placing points on an 
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instrumeni-versus-beat grid. 
The drum machine should 

not be confused with a 
sampled drum simulator. The 
sounds are synthetic and have 
a distinctly unnatural 
appearance. Unlike proper 
drum simulators, you cannot 
assemble songs from strings of 
different rhythm patterns. 
Instead, the same 32-bcat 
pattern repeats continuously. 
If you want you can switch o f f 
the drum machine and, 
considering that each drum 
sound robs you of one of your 
eight FM notes, you may well 
do so. 

Pseudo-random 
The next page, called Fruit 

Machine, is the Music Sales 
attempt to make FM 
programming fun. You are 
presented with a graphic 
representation of a one-armed 
bandit except that, instead of 
bananas and apples, you have 
musical symbols such as 
trumpets and drums. Press a 
function button and the 
cylinders start to spin. When 
they come to rest you have a 
new sound - it is as simple as 
that. 

The 1-ruit Machine is a 
pseudo-random sound 
generator. If it was completely 
random many of the sounds 
would be non-musical. As it is. 
you get a usable sound from 
almost every nudge of the-
cylinders. Some of the sounds 
are inevitably Hat and 
uninteresting but there are 
sufficient attractive noises to 
keep you nudging away. When 
you hit the jackpot you can 
producc some stunning 
sounds. 

I f the sound the fruit 
machine produces is not 
entirely to your l iking you can 
return to the Fdit Sound page 
and tinker with it. You arc 
presented with 11 parameters 
which can be adjusted to alter 
the overall sound. Some of the 
parameters are self-
explanatory brightness and 
volume, for example - but 
others such as expander and 
FM link arc less obvious. The 
envelope parameter offers a 
choice of 256 values with no 
indication of what effect each 
might produce and no 

Writing your otvn music. 
apparent logical progression as 
you step through the envelope 
values. 

The pre-production version 
of the software Your Computer 
examined had no instruction 
manual but apparently even 
that wi l l not give much 
enlightenment about the 
meaning of the various 
parameters. Music Sales says 
that the aim is to keep editing 
as simple as possible and to 
avoid the technical jargon of 
FM but without some kind of 
guidance on the effects of 
changing the various 
parameters, you are left to feel 
your way by trial and error, a 
process which can be rather 
frustrating. 

Screen display 
In addition to editing Fruit 

Machine sounds, the F.dit page 
can also be used to alter any of 
the 64 prc-sct sounds. Once you 
are satisfied with your tailored 
sound you can give it a name 
and dump it to disc. The 
sounds can then be used in 
other Expander programs such 
as the original software or the 
new Composer package. 

The Composer package 
allows you to place notes on an 
on-screen musical stave and to 
play back the composition via 
the expander or external 
instruments connected 
through the Midi interface or, 
for greatest effect, both. Nine 
parts, each with its own screen 

display, can play back 
simultaneously on different 
Midi channels or Expander 
voices. You can print-out your 
masterpiece as a conventional 
musical score if you wish. 

Legato 
The Composer package is a 

powerful tool which requires a 
knowledge of musical 
notation. Common scoring 
directions such as staccato, 
legato and dal seqno and 
dynamic values f rom ppp to f f f 
can be specified and obeyed on 
playback. 

The Composer package 
seems to be modelled closely 
on the Yamaha composer 
package for the C X 5 M 
eonipu te r-sy n thesise r alt hough 
it is, in several ways, easier to 
use. Chords arc displayed as 
such and there is none of the 
switching between note and 
command modes which can 
frustrate composing efforts on 
the Yamaha machine. 

The Music Sales package 
suffers from one problem also 
found in the Yamaha package; 
because only one part is 
displayed at a t ime, it is 
diff icult keeping track of what 
is happening on other tracks. It 
is. however, easy to move 
between the different parts for 
comparison and all the notes 
can be combined on one stave 
for a printout of the complete 
score. 

In addition to the main 

composing screen, the Music 
Sales package includes a 
Set-up page on which you can 
allocate Expander voices and 
Mid i channels, but not 
particular voice numbers, to 
each pari. There is a facility for 
de-tuning individual parts so 
that rich, reverberating sounds 
can be produced by playing 
back the same notes with the 
same voices on different parts, 
slightly de-tuned from one 
another. 

Content 
The Composer package is 

aimed at the competent 
musician, although non-
musicians could probably use 
it by copying notes from sheet 
music. What the package wi l l 
not do is store or transcribe 
music into notation as you pluy 
on the keyboard. Packages 
offering those functions may 
be produced later by Music 
Sales if there is sufficient 
demand. The Composer and 
td i t i ng packages should keep 
you content unti l then. 

At a cost of £24.99, either of 
the packages would be a 
bargain but Music Sales is 
bundling the two for that price. 
If you own an Expander, you 
cannot afford lo do without 
them. 

Music Sales is now looking 
at producing versions of the 
Expander for Amstrad CPC 
and PCW machines. There 
may even be a version for the 
Amstrad PC. 
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usic programs generally 
fal l into one of two 
categories-those which 
use the computer 

internal sound chip and those 
which let you control an 
outboard musical device such 
as a synthesiser, usually 
through a Mid i interface. We 
have looked at a number of 
both kinds in Your Computer 
and how varied they are. 

Two years ago a third option 
became available for owners of 
BBC computers, the Music 
500 Synthesiser, a box of tricks 
which was controlled and 
programmed completely from 
(he host micro. I l caused a stir 
at the time because the sounds 
it produced were undoubtedly 
spectacular and the price -
then £199 - left keyboard-
based synthesisers in the 
paddock. 

Its main failing was its 
complexity. Waveforms, 
envelopes and musical pieces 
all had to be programmed in a 
new language called A M P L E 

Advanced Music Production 
Language Environment -
which was not particularly easy 
to understand. Those who 
made the effort found i l 
incredibly powerful and 
versatile but i l is probably true 
to say that the majority of 
owners did not get the best 
f rom their instruments. 
User-friendly 

l lybr id has now released the 
Music 5000 at £159.95 and it 
left a great impression on all 
who saw and heard i l at the 
Acorn User Show. The 
hardware is fundamentally the 
same, although modifications 
have been made to the I M H z 
bus to make it compatible with 
the Master and the B + . The 
500 is guaranteed to work only 
with the BBC B but my 500 
works well with my Master, so 
if you are thinking of buying a 
Master it may be wise to try it 
wi th your 500. 

The major change is in the 
software and 500 owners can 
buy a Music 500 upgrade pack 
for £69 consisting of an Ample 
R O M . a User Guide and 
Studio 5000 disc. It is 
important to realise, however, 
that it wi l l not make a 
non-compatible 500 
compatible. The Music5000 is 
distributed by Peartree 

f 

t 

m 

Sound extensions 
Computers and the upgrade is 
available f rom Hybrid. 

So, if the sounds are the 
same, what is the difference? 
That is immediately apparent 
on booting the Studio 5000 
disc. In a word, user-friendly. 
The Studio 5(KX) main menu 
gives easy access to three new 
front-end modules. They are 
loaded into the computer 
when required and as new 
modules are developed - e.g.. 
keyboard control and Mid i 
modules - you wil l be able to 
access them in the same way. 
A set of impressive 
demonstration tunes has 

picce and change the tempo. 
You can save mixes, too. 

The problem with many 
music programs is that they 
require the musician to learn 
new methods of notation. 
They all have their pros and 
cons but most musicians arc 
familiar with traditional 
notation: it is. after all, the 
most widely-used. The Staff 
Editor is for those millions. 

Notes are entered on the 
staff in a way similar to that 
used by the Island Logic The 
Music System. The 5000 
Editor, however, goes much 
further and supports almost 

Composing on the BBC has been ' 
revitalised by the release of two new 
products. Ian Waugh assesses their 

merits. 
been provided and you can run 
through them by pressing a key 
and loading a jukebox module. 

The first new module is the 
Mix ing Desk, a graphic 
representation in mode 7 of an 
eight-channe! mixing desk 
complete with fadcrs. pan-pots 
and instrument assignments. 
When you load a piccc of 
music try some of the 
demonstration tunes has 
the panel shows the names and 
sct l ingsofal l l l ie instruments. 
You can alter everything as the 
music plays, changing stereo 
positions, volumes and even 
the instruments. It is great fun 
and when you manage finally 
to tear yourself away you wi l l 
discover other things the Desk 
can do, such as transpose a 

every aspect of notational 
convention. You can even 
enter chords but they step 
across the staff rather than 
lining-up vertically. 

Legato and staccato can be 
programmed by altering the 
gate time of the note, i.e.. for 
how long il is held down, and 
you can set dynamics -
loudness for accents. Bar 
lines arc optional but if you use 
them with a time signature -
optional again - the Editor wil l 
check for correct bar lengths. 
It can be used to enter 
percussion scores, too, of up to 
six instruments. 

The Staff Editor is a 
breakthrough in music scoring 
for those who prefer traditional 
notation. Not manv dedicated 

music or Mid i packages use 
traditional notation and the 
ones which do have nothing 
like this amount of detail. The 
Editor is invaluable, too, for 
entering music f rom written 
scores. 

The third module is the 
Notepad, a framework which 
houses the standard Ample 
music notation which will be 
familiar to 500 owners. You 
can move freely round the 
Notepad screen with the 
cursor keys and editing is 
therefore a very easy business. 
The Notepad is used to enter 
pieces of music in Ample 
notation and lo define new 
instruments. 

The basic unit of the Ample 
language is the word. It can be 
an instrument definit ion, a 
music instruction or a 
sequence of notes. The syntax 
is similar to Reverse Polish 
Notation so to load and run a 
program you would enter: 

"tone" LOAD HUH 

Initially at least, you are 
unlikely to need anything 
more complicated so there is 
no need lo worry about 
learning a new language; the 
new modules take the hard 
work out of it. 

In Ample , notes arc defined 
as a duration, octave number 
and a note name. A n 
upper-ease note name 
indicates a rise in pitch from 
the last note, a lower-ease note 
name indicates a fall in pitch. 
The exponential character ( " ) 
is used for a rest and notes can 
be lengthened by adding 
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backshish (/) characters. For 
example, the first six bars of 
God Save the Queen would 
took like this: 

£4, 0: G/G/A/ +UIGAJ B/B/C/ 
B//i*/ AJ(/+U (Mill 
"24,* is the note length, a 
quaver. '0:' is the octave 
number and the letters arc 
notes. The + before the f 
indicates a sharp and the 
spaces make it easy to read by-
dividing the piece into bars. 

Ample supports a full 
complement of music facilities 
and you can do many things in 
the Notepad which would not 
otherwise be possible or 
practicable. Echo produces a 
wide range of effects, 
including a subtle 
reverberation. Repeating 
eehos can be de-tuncd. 
transposed, altered in volume 
and pan net I to different stereo 
positions. 

For really fine control, you 
can program gradual changes 
in tempo and volume and 
autopan and glide effects arc 
possible, too. The Music 5000 
is capable of far more subtlety 
than most Midi programs and 
should help placatc those who 
claim computer music is static 
and sterile. It need not be and 
all this is possible because the 
music is under software 
control. 

At the press of a function 
key, the Notepad is ready to 
create new instruments. The 
Music 500 software returned 
you to absolute basics and you 
had to begin by defining a 
waveform and amplitude and 
pitch envelopes. The whole 

Music 5000 specifications 
16 Channels Independent control of volume, pitch, stereo position 

and modulation. 

8 Voices Independent control of volume, pitch, stereo position 
and modulation. 

14 Waveforms Extendable. Selectable by channel. 

17 Pitch envelopes Selectable for each channel. 

17 Amplitude envelopes Selectable for each channel. 

14 Pre-set Instruments Another 25 definitions in manual. 

7 Stereo positions 
Modulation Ring, frequency, sync. 

Table 2. 

Modules 
Notepad Screen editorfor AMPLE music notation. 

Panel Instrument editor. 

Mixing desk 8-channe!. Individual faders, pan. instrument selection. 

Staff editor Note entry in traditional notation. 

Special effects Echo, reverb, autopanning, glide. 
process could take a long time. 
The new software has done 
most of the work for you by-
giving you 14 waveforms. 17 
amplitude envelopes and 17 
pitch envelopes. 

That is a reasonable number 
of combinations. For more 
variation you can add sync, 
ring and frequency modulation 
to them and voices can be 
transposed, de-tuned and 
given different stereo 
positions. Voices normally are 
created using two of the 16 
sound channels but you can 
use as many for one voicc as 
you wish. 

Staff Editor. 

i 1 1 e r " HOME v.RUN Ss 

At the back of the User 
Guide arc illustrations of the 
waveforms and envelopes 
which help you understand 
what the sounds are doing and 
there are details of 25 other 
instruments for you to enter. 

Seasoned 500 users will not 
have the same degree of 
control over the sound but that 
is unlikely to worry most users; 
the new system is still 
extremely versatile and. above 
all. easy to use. An envelope 
and waveform editor is being 
developed for those who 
would delve further into these 
things. 

The new User Guide is a 1(H) 
percent improvement on the 
Music 500 manual. It will have 
you mixing and editing and 
notating in a very short time. 
As with any piece of complex 
software, there arc still items 
which will require a little 
reference and study but the 
new modules and instructions 
generally make everything 
fairly straightforward. 

An advanced Ample 
Programmers" Guide is being 
written for those who want to 
know more about this 
fascinating instrument and we 
still await the long-promised 
Midi interface which would 
take the 5000 into the big 

league. If you arc the owner of 
a rather dusty and neglected 
Music 500. the upgrade pack 
will re-kindle your interest. If 
you have not dabbled 
previously and are now 
contemplating the 5000. it can 
be recommended on all kinds 
of levels. It is fun and 
educational to play with the 
Mixing Desk: it is easy to enter 
simple written music into the 
Staff Editor and it is fascinating 
to crcate new instruments in 
the Notepad. The more 
experienced and adventurous 
musician will love it. 

The Music 5(XK> is 
undoubtedly a most powerful 
musical instrument and a 
welcome addition to the BBC 
micro. To discover its 
potential, send for a 
demonstration audio cassette 
from Peartree at £2.95. 

ADDRESSES 
Peartree Computers Ltd. , 

St. George's House, 
14 Cieorge Street, 

Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire PE18 6BD. 

Tel: 0480 50595 
Hybrid Technology Ltd. , 

Unit 3. 
Robert Davies Court, 

Nuffield Road, 
Cambridge CB4 1TP. 

Tel: 0223 316910 
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Computer Music at it's best... 

MIDI DELAY FACILITY 
• MIDI IN/OUT/THROUGH 

• STORES THOUSANDS OF NOTES 
CONTROL ANY MIDI COMPATIBLE INSTRUMENT 
FORWARD AND REVERSE SEQUENCE PLAYBACK 
FULL MIDI COMPATIBLE ASSIGNMENTS 
REAL OR STEP TIME INPUT FROM INSTRUMENT OR COMPUTER 
SUITABLE FOR HOME OR PROFESSIONAL USE 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

For ZX SPECTRUM - Compatible with 48/128k I +2 

• SAMPLE ANY SOUND • SYNC FACILITY • MIXING OF SAMPLES 
• SUITABLE FOR HOME OR PROFESSIONAL USE • SIMPLE TO USE 
• REPLAY AT VARIOUS PITCHES FORWARDS OR BACKWARDS 
• POWERFUL EDITING FACILITY • ECHO. REVERB ETC. 
• SAMPLE SOUND EFFECTS INCLUDED • COMPLETE SYSTEM 
• EACH SAMPLE SOUND STORED AS FILES IN MEMORY 
• BANDWIDTH-AN AMAZING 17.5KHZ 
• OUTPUT THROUGH MOST HI FI'S • MICRODRIVE COMPATIBLE 
• GRAPHICS SAMPLE DISPLAY • PLAYBACK FROM KEYBOARD 
• REALTIME PITCH HARMONISER 

~— f»tiin t*'-1 .. ynn/'HI -

S29-96 4 Digital Drum System for the Spectrum 48/128k/+2 

V 

As ieatu'edon 
-Micro Live 

and 
"Saturday 

Superstore" 

U 4 m 

• 8 DIGITALLY RECORDED REAL DRUM SOUNDS 
• SIMPLE TO USE - UP AND RUNNING IN ONLY MINUTES 
• A TRUE DIGITAL DRUM MACHINE 
• 'REALTIME'OR ON SCREEN PROGRAMMING 
• COMPLETE WITH SOFTWARE 
• EXTRA SOUNDS CAN BE LOADED FROM TAPE 
• CREATIVE. EDUCATIONAL AND FUN 

THE MOST EXCITING PERIPHERAL EVER DEVELOPED 
DYNAMIC FILING SYSTEM — STORE OVER 
1000 PROGRAMMED RHYTHMS 
SONGS CAN BE SAVED ON TAPE /DISC 
TAPE SYNC FACILITY 
POLYPHONIC • COMPREHENSIVE MANUAL 
JUST PLUGS IN TO MOST HI FI'S 

FoWAVAiLABLT 
Latin Kit & Editor 

ElectroKit & Editor! .99 

IE 

128 to Midi Lead 
a v a i l a b l e ^ t ^ 7 

Pnc*» incluM VAT, pOSiaQ* A packing Delivery normally 14 days Eiport o'da'i al no antra coat Daaior aoquirw* waicome 
Cft»atafi. cwoducii arailawa from branches o! 'mt m WHSMITH6 HitftSi Store* and a* good compui* ttop« 

Marketing 
CHEETAH MARKETING LTD 

IWILLOWBROOK SCIENCE PARK 
CRlCKHOWEll ROAD.ST.MEUONS.CAftDfF 
TEL; CARD1FF(0222I 777337 TELEX. 497455 

FAX:0222 779404 
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TROJAN 
CAD-MASTER 

THE ULTIMATE IN GRAPHICS TOOLS 

C6M6* 
AMSTRAD 

SUPERB GRAPHICS SOFTWARE GREEN** 
PLUS ATOP QUALITY LIGHT PEN SPECTRUM a 

Discover the exciting world of creating your own 
graphics on screen. 
• FREEHAND DRAW - 5 pen thicknesses inc. Quills 
• PAINT BRUSH - for the artistic touch 
• FILL ANY SHAPE - use 16 colours and 11 patterns. 
• GEOMETRIC SHAPES - circles, boxes, triangles, lines 

& banding. 
• DYNAMIC RUBBER BANDING on all geometric options. 
• PtN-POINT FUNCTION - for pixel accuracy on all functions. 
• SCREEN TO PRINTER DUMP ROUTINE 

Plus many more too numerous to mention in this ad. All these 
features in the Program + a top quality Light Pen and an 
Instruction booklet in one reasonably priced package. Easy to use 
for creating colourful! pictures or technical drawings. Idea! for use 
by all ages of micro users. Full back-up service from 
manufacturers. Available at good dealers or direct 
from Trojan Products. 

Micro Computer Software & Accessories 
S e n d c h e q u e / P . O . to 
T R O J A N P R O D U C T S 

166. Der twyn. Ounvant . Swansea S A 2 7PF 
Tel: ( 0 7 9 2 ) 2 0 5 4 9 1 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED 

DX Voice Vou\t 
Decillionix The &o* ^ R,ttor 

m Systems Icon e iVL C o m m o d o r e 

O v ^ s C u s t o m s j W W g < o 
UK Sens C W * ^ pack and P«ce 

JOIN THE 
CELEBRATIONS FOR THE . . . 

21st ZX MICROFAIR 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

This year's Christmas Microfair is also our 21st show arid we hope Spec!rum and QL owners 

will help us mark the occasion. To thank you for your support (and welcome new visitor*} 

we'll he running (easy) competitions with champagne and Christmas hamper prizes! 

Around one hundred suppliers wilt be there with a huge selection of hardware, software, 

books, magazines and other goodies for the full range of Spectrum and 01. computers 

You can see the new software releases, inspect the latest add-ons or just browse and chat 

with the experts trom the user groups or your favourite magazine. There will he big discounts 

on selected items and special bargains at the Bring and Buy stand. 

And there's a licensed bar and restaurant open alt day for meals, drinks and snacks, You ' l l 
enjoy a great day out. in a Iriendly atmosphere. 

Send now for reduced pricc tickets on the coupon below 

MICROFAIR CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
Saturday 13th December 1986 

(I0am-6pm) 
New Horticultural Hall, 

Elverton St, 

London SW1 

Admission: Adults £2.00 

Kids (under 14) £1.50 

SEND FOR REDUCED PRICE ADVANCE TICKETS TODAY 
Send to Mike Johnston (Organiser), Dept 1 ZX MlCItOFAIRS^ 71 Park I -aw, London N170HG, 
Please wildi tw advance tickets t'lcasr « n d mr .idvaixr tickets 
iAdult i t n Nil <ChiidundcrH#£1.00) I 

| Name". 
| Addr<-ss: 

I 
p!rw Ir» IIJIV-J I iniVr I Ff K p*)>it*irfi?2X Micn4*ii 

Exhibitors ring Mike or Moira on 01-801 9172 for stand availability! 



I ! 
It is a pity lhai the G E M 
applications supplied with the 
Amstrad PC, such as G E M 
Paint, arc so difficult to get up 
and running for beginners to 
computing. The problem lies 
in supplying the applications 
spread over a number of discs, 
requiring the user to crcate a 
set of working discs - scarcely 
the switch on. insert disc, run 
philosophy of the previous 
Amstrads. 

The Paint screen provides 
drop-down menus and a 
pictorial representation on 
those menu items which would 
be difficult to describe. The 
desk-top accessories are 
available through the Paint 
menu. 

G E M Paint uses 
combinations of lines and 
shapes, filling the text to 
construct a picture. The user 
may use the tools to move, 
copy, magnify and modify 
parts of the screen. The file 
menu enables the user to Open 
a hie for change. Close the file 
for printing. Abandon the 
current changes and Quit the 
Paint application. 

G E M Output outputs a 
batch of up to 36 ASCI I text or 
graphic* files in either 
foreground or background. 
The files may be generated by 

GEM THE 1512 
K. D. Peel examines the environment in which the new 

Amstrad makes life a great deal simpler. 
Snapshot, G E M Paint or a 
word processor. 
The two previous articles 
demonstrate the approach 
taken from about 1980 to 
writing operating systems for 
computers, entering 
commands as lines of text 
which the user has to enter 
correctly in terms of spelling, 
syntax and usage. 

As the standard size of 
computer memory available 
has increased, so operating 
system software writers have 
looked for a simpler and less 
error-prone method for users 
to communicate with the 
computer. The current trend is 
towards providing the user 
with a pictorial representation 
of a desk-top, containing 
furt her pictures of items on the 
desk, which represent the 
writing paper, folders, filing 
cabinet and tools. Items arc 
selected from the desk-top by 
manoeuvring a pointer on the 
screen through the use of a 
hand-held dcvicc called a 
mouse. 

GEM Output command summary 
File menu 
New Clear the current output list for new start. 
Open . . . Open output list selected. 
Close Close current output list. 
Save Over-write existing file with new version. 
Save A s . . . Save current .LIS w ith new filename. 
Get Options (Jet options from .opt Hie-default .opt. 
Save Opt ions. . . Save options in filename.opt file. 
Starl O u t p u t . . . Start outputting current list of files. 
Quit Abort GEM Output and return to calling 

prog. 
Options menu Dialog box selectable options 
Screen.. . Wait for key, 2,5.10.20 secS., cycle on/off. 
P r in te r . . . Full scale/best f i t , start & end form feed 

centring and fore/background printing. 
P lo t ter . . . Full-scale/best f i t, centring picture up. 

down, left, right. 
Camera f i l m . . . Film-type Polaroid 669/691.1'olachrome, 

Kktachrome 100. Agfachrome 100 
Fujichrome 100 and 
intensity +3 light /—3 dark print f i lm 

—3 light / + 3 dark slide film 
Camera colour. . F.nables each of the 16 basic colours to be 

adjusted for colour intensity or the 
actual colour output. 

.Make defau l t . . . Save current settings as default.opt. 

GEM Desktop screen layout of commands 

FILE OPTIONS 

Open Install disc drive 

Into Rename Confiture application 

Menu bar 
ARRANGE 

Show as text 

Delete 

Format 

To Output 

Exit to DOS 

Set preferences 

Save desktop 

Enter DOS commands 

Sort by name 

Sort by type 

Sort by size 

Sort by date 

DESKTOP 

Snapshot 

Calculator 

Clock 

Print spooler 

Drop-down menus 

The G E M user can work on 
a number of windows, each of 
which represents a portion of 
the desk- top- in a pile if need 
be. The top window is the 
active window in which the 
user may run an application 
program, copy files, print files 
or send data to the serial port. 

G E M desktop may be run 
from DOS Plus or VfS-DOS 
and return to them from the 
G E M Desktop mav be run 
from DOS Plus or MS-DOS 
and return to them from the 
G E M Desktop menu but in its 
standard Amstrad PC form 
G E M Desktop is run from 
DOS Plus. 

The use of G E M is intuitive. 
By that I mean that the 
question-and-answer dialogue 
with the menus should be 
self-evident for simple 
functions, although the details 
wil l still have to be learned for 
anything not straightforward. 

The command choice is by 
selection from the apprpriate 
menu and parameters chosen 
from further menus, which 
avoids the problem of 
remembering the syntax, or 
from a dialogue box. where 
usually the user enters 
filenames or merely replies to 
a cancel or O 'K prompt by a 
single keypress or mouse 
button click. 

One more sub-menu is used 
by the foregoing commands: 

Most of the options present 
a dialogue box to display the 
current settings and permit 
changes to be made: 
GEM-hased Basic2 screen 
layout of commands. 

Unfortunately starting Basic 
from scratch in a single-drive 
Amstrad PC is tedious. To 
work with Basic2 the user 
initially has to: 

Start the system with the GF.M 
start-up disc disc 2 

Load BasicZ disc 3 

Load GEM desk-top from 
another disc disc 3 

The price paid for the 
graphics approach of G E M is 
the amount of memory 
consumed by the operating 
systems. It is magnified in the 
Amstrad PC environment 
which, unlike other popular 
computers, does not hold the 
operating system in ROM and 
therefore loses valuable 
working R A M space. 

To provide the user with as 
much space as possible for 
applications, some desk-top 
accessories arc not loaded into 
memory when the G E M 
desktop is brought up. Even 
more memory can be made 
available to applications an 
extra 30K - by ensuring that 
none of the desk-top 
accessories is loaded into 
memory. 

Edit menu 
Add name. . . Adds a filename to the out put list. 
Duplicate name. . . Duplicates highlighted list entry. 
Delete name Deletes highlighted list entry. 

A 
/ 
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SOFTWARE OVERVIEW 

Snapshot saves the current 
screen in such a form that the 
G E M Paint applications can 
accept the file as input or the 
GF.M Output application can 
dump it to a printer or camera. 
The sub-menus provided by 
clicking the snapshot text in 

the desk-top menus present a 
picture of a camera and a 
question mark. Clicking the 
question mark displays a 
dialogue box containing brief 
instructions how to operate the 
snapshot accessory. 

The calculator accessory 

provides the standard 
functions of a typical ptnrkct 
calculator - plus, minus, 
divide, mult iply, percent and a 
memory register. 

The clock provides an alarm 
which can be set and is active 
during the G E M session but 

once the user leaves G E M 
Desktop by the use of the quit 
command, the settings arc lost. 

Clicking Print Spooler puts 
up a simplified G E M Output 
dialogue box with a list of 
filenames from which the user 
selects files for printing. 

GEM Basic command summary 
File 

Load 
Save 
Quit 
Program 
Run 
Stop 
Continue 
Edit 

Load selected Basic program file from disc. 
Save Basic program to disc as filename. 
Exit Basic2 and return to G E M Desktop. 

List 
New 
Angles i n . . . 
Edit 
Exit Kdit 
Start area 
End area 
Cancel area 
Copy area 
Move area 

Delete area 
Insert off 
Renumber 

Fonts 
I System 

2-4 Loadable 
7-72 Point 

Run current Bnsic2 program (RUN or F9). 
Stop current program (STOP or C t rLC) . 
Resume stop]>ed program (CONT or F7). 
Edit current program (EDIT or click edit 

window). 
List current program to printer. 
Delete eurrcnt program and allow now start. 
Sclect degrees or radians via dialog box. 

Lightened 
Skewed 
I'nderlined 
Colours 
0-15 Text 
0-15 Graphics 
Patterns 

0-38 Patterns 
Lines 
1-6 line style 

: elieking the selection. The settings are 
: used Tor all subsequent graphic screen 
/output unti l changed. 
Note the way t his application spells colour 
\ Different colour (or monochrome intensity) 
/ used to write to the screens. 

The default graphics screen f i l l pattern 

Thickened 

Return control to dialogue window (FIO) 
Mark start) Mark a block of text for (F1 > 

end) further processing (F1) 
Cancels marks set (F2) 
Copy block to current cursor position (F3) 
Delete block and copy to current cursor 

position (F4) 
Delete block (F5) 
Toggle insert/overwrite mode (INS) 
Renumber program lines as per dialogue box 

setting (Only numbered lines are renumbered) 

\ Font style and size arc chosen by clicking 
: the option causing selection to be arrowed 
/ 

Different font styles and siz.es are loaded 
by the ASSIGN.SYS file and are available only 
to the graphics screen Results-1 
\ The character effects is toggled on/off by 

Choice of six styles f rom continuous thru 
dotted. 

Thickness Choice of four line thicknesses. 
End style Shoice of three styles for each end of the tine. 

Where multiple options are provided in line 
thicknesses and end styles, not all options 
arc available to each line thickness-depicted 
by light coloured text. 

Windows 
Show Results-! \ 
Hide Results-1 : 
Show Results-2 : To make a specific w indow active and to 
Hide Results-2 : close others. Those vvindows closed - hide -
Show Kdit : are not displayed but may still receive 
Hide Edit : program output. 
Show Dialogue : 
Hide Dialogue I 
Basic 2 
Desk-top accessories 
Snapshot 
Calculator 

Clock 
Print Spooler 

mfM 

\ 
: The accessories may be removed from 
memory 

: if the user requires more memory for the 
/ Basic2 program-see following section. 
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TOP SOFTWARE AT BOTTOM PRICE 

I enclose a cheque/PO for £ <"Kd ^ o ^ S c " ) PIeaS° M U L T t F A C E 9 5 • MULTIFACETWO 
' w u L l cpi PMC a A M A r u o n u i c u £ 9,95 Q STEEPLEJACK £46.95 • 

£ 4.95 • 
Or d e b i t my T7* N o I NEVERMIND... Amstrad £ 9.95 • or disk version C14 95 • 

' H ' ' •' ' ' MUSIC TYPEWRITER £ 7.95 • WRIGGLER Spectrum £ 2.95 • 
N a m e Card expiry WRIGGLER Amstrad tape £ 7.95 • or disk version £ 11.95 • 
A d d r e s s TR ANS-EXPRESS cart ridge • d i s k O waterQ £9.95 oa 

• • M A H T N B # B # T V K L ¥ ® 77 Dyne Road London NW6 7DR ftift 24 hrs 01 625 9463 ED 

SUPERTEC COMPUTER OFFERS 

AMSTRAD 
PC 1512 SM £458.85 
PCW 8526 £458.85 
PC 1512 DM £573.85 
PCW 8512 £573.85 
PC 1512 SC £631.35 
PC 1512 DC £746.35 

PC 1512 SOFTWARE 
Wordstar 1512 £69.95 | Sidekick £29.95 
Superca1c3 £69.95 | Various Games (Eg. Pitstop II £19.95 

P R I N T E R S . . . P R I N T E R S . . . P R I N T E R S 

Including: EPSON • BROTHER • MANNESMANN TALLY 

STOP PRESS! 
Call for details of NEW Mannesmann MT910 

LASER PRINTER 

PERSONAL SHOPPERS WELCOME 
MON — FRI 
9 a.m. —5 p.m. 

BULLETIN BOARD 
0268 293639(24 HOURS) 

300 BAUD 

ATARI 
MANY ST SYSTEMS 
AVAILABLE FROM 
STOCK - CALL FOR DETAILS 
Eg. 520 STM From £343.00 

ST GAMES 
E.G.STAR GLIDER 

DEEP S P A C E - A R E N A 
S U N D 0 G - THE PAWN 

HACKER-S ILENT SERVICE 
FLIGHT SIMULATOR II 

PLUS MANY MORE 

ST SOFTWARE 
Including: 

KUMA -HABA- ATARI PHIL0N 
CASHLINK - SOFTWARE PUNCH 

CHIPS0FT (ST ACCOUNTS) 
BATTERIES INCLUDED 
Call for details and pnces 

CUMANA D/D DRIVES FOR ST 
CSA 354 (Single) £159.00 CSA 358 (Twin) £269.00 

DISKS MODEMS Oy Miracle Technology 

5 Va " ssuo (Pa* ot io) £7 .5 0 

3V2 "osdo £2.50 ea. 
31/2" suuu £1.95 ea. 

WS2000 £125.00 
WS4000 
Auto-dial/Auto-answer £172.44 

SUPERTEC LTD. CORNWALLIS HOUSE, HOWARDS CHASE, BASILDON, ESSEX S S U 3BB Tei (0268) 282308 
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ADVENTURE 

Explaining parsers 
Roger Garrett describes 
the role of a parser in 
text adventure games. 

M ust month we saw the long-awaited 
M release of The Pawn so I thought it 

m ^ P m i g h t he a good idea to try to ex-
plain what makes games like The 

Pawn and Infocom adventures special. In 
a word it is the parser but what does a 
parser do? In the 1950s. artificial intelli-
gence research at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology focused on natural 
language systems which would enable 
computers to manipulate human know-
ledge and information. Applications dealt 
with things like language translation. 

The heart of the process was the parser, 
a sub-routine which resolved a sentence 
like "Nyet , comrade" into its grammatical 
parts so that another part of the program 
could convert it quickly into " N o way, 
Jose." 

Never acceptable 
Crowther's parser was the basic verb/ 

noun type, adopted by many adventure 
writers like Scott Adams. It was never 
truly an acccptablc way of inputting com-
mands - who would say " G o Door " to go 
through a door into another room? Yet 
that form of command became the accept-
able method in the major i ty of adventure 
games. 

That acceptable method, however, 
crcatcd many frustrating problems for the 
would-be adventurer. We found quickly 
that it was not the problems which 
stumped us. More often it was trying to 
find the correct word to use in its proper 
context. Another frustrating situation 
arises when an adventurer discovers he 
cannot use a word the game has just used 
in a description. The game may say " Y o u 
sec a warty Ogre" but when you type-in 
"K i l l the warty Ogre" the program 
responds " I don't know the word 'warty"." 
That is because the original message " Y o u 
see a warty Ogre" is stored in the program 
database, which holds all the descriptive 
passages but is not part of the game's voc-
abulary. which is stored in another section 
called the word tables. 

Comparison 
The parser works by comparing each 

word in your command to those in the 
word tables, not those in the database of 
descriptive text. In other words, even the 
best parser does not always have the fog-

giest idea what it just said. 
Another of the parser's jobs is error-

handling. If you say "Press the but ton" 
and the program says "Please re-phrase 
that" you do not know whether it dt>es not 
understand the word "Press1 or the word 
'Button". The more courteous parsers usu-
ally identify the unknown word, sparing 
the player at least some of the frustrations 
associated with playing adventures. 

It goes without saying that the bigger 
the vocabulary the better the game-play 
because modern adventures have reason-
ably large vocabularies - the fewer 
"snyomn searches" the player wil l have to 
conduct to find the proper words to solve 
the puzzle. The bigger the vocabulary the 
more memory used, so most large adven-
tures were available only to disc drive 
owners. 

Astounding 
It seemed that no software house 

wanted to try to improve the lot of the 
adventurer until Level 9 released Worm in 
Paradise and astounded most ardent 
adventure freaks. At last we saw the 
advent of an adventure capable of hand-
ling full sentences with a vocabulary of 
more than 1.000 words, graphics and 
multi-tasking but. more important, it was 
cassette-based. Text descriptions were not 
so long as disc-based games but it gave 
non-disc drive owners a taste of what true 
adventuring was about. 

INFOCOM CORNER 
A number of readers seem to be puzzled 
by the Screening Door in HHGG. R. I lar-
rison is stuck at that point. The important 
thing to remember is that you cannot enter 
the door until you have accumulated 200 
points. Then you must prove to the door 
that you arc a superior person by having in 
your possession the *Tea" and 'No-Tea'. 
Only then can you enter but remember to 
drink the "Tea' before you do. On entering 
you wi l l be asked if you are carrying a cer-
tain object. I f you are, you can open the 
hatch. 

1 he sneezing Ogre in Spellbreaker is 
causing some diff iculty. The answer is to 
visit the 'Meadow*, pull the weed you find 
there, then return to the cave and "Plant 
the Weed". 

For some amusing responses in Zork II. 
have you tried 'putt ing a coin in the well 
and making a wish' or 'giving a treasure to 
the Dragon and finding it afterwards"? If 
you are really brave try 'squeezing the 
Dragon". 

HELPFUL HINTS 

Village of Lost Souls 
To find the Chalice. Examine Nettles on 
the bank of the swift-running river, 
ro find the Rusty Sword, Examine Grass 
where the road bends. 
Adventure Quest 
To get rid of Ores surrounding the Stone 
Tower, Unlock Snowman, Take Snow-
man. Down 3 times, Push Rocks. 
To open Cave Door in Gul ly , say 'Open 
Scscme*. 
Valkyrie 17 
To leave I lotel. at end of Corr idor Open 
Window. Go Out , South. In, l ie Rope. 
To get rid of Butchcr - Give Box. 
Philosopher's Stone 
To go past Cobra, Tic Mir ror (with 
twine). Lower Mir ror , 
To keep door of secret room open, roll 
Amphora twice. 
Emerald Isle 
T o pass Logging machine. Wear 
armband. 
To go down from Monument, examine 
Monument. Insert Fcncc Post. 
The 10 most widely-played adventures 
f f rom August 25 to September 21 were: 
The Boggit. Very Big Cave Adventure. 
See Kaa Of Assiah. Valkyrie 17. Zzzz. 
Fantastic Four. Castle Of Terror, The 
I leim. Mordon's Quest. Return To Eden. 

Briefly... 
he new Your Computer Helpline 
service is handling 150 calls a week, 
which is very impressive. The ser-
vice is completely voluntary, so 

please spare a thought - do not telephone 
before 7pm or after 9pm and please do not 
telephone at the weekend. 

Most members of Adventurers Club 
Ltd. wi l l have realised that it has dis-
banded but Rita Malonev of Liverpool 
informs me that her local paper, the Liver-
pool Echo, displayed a recent advertise-
ment for the club. Be warned do not 
send money to A C L . 

Helpline Service 
If you are in deep despair or cannot 

f ind that elusive key. help is only a tele-
phone call away. The Adventurcl ine 
Helpliners are Jackie on 061 339 0092 
and Geoff on 0695 73141. available five 
days a week from 7pm to 9pm. My 
thanks this month to Mike Mauie for his 
compilation of hints. 

Last month's review of Dracula stated 
that it would be text-only but C R L in its 
wisdom hasdccidcd to includc graphics; 
not any old type, but digitaliscd 
graphics. 1 cannot wail to see it. 
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UGSY 
• Spectrum CHUM AmstmdCFC 
• CRL Croup 
• Graphic Adventure 
• £7.95 

One thing about being an adventure 
games player is that we tend to adopt some 
strange roles in our never-ending quests. 
Whether it is a Conan-type warrior or an 
apprentice magician there is always a new 
role for us to adopt but playing the part of 
a three-foot blue rabbit is not cxactly my 
idea of adventuring. Perhaps St. Brides, 
which is noted for taking a gentle poke at 
people, thinks that anybody who plays 
adventures is a blue rabbit. 

To release this game so soon after Very-
Big Cave is. in my opinion, an unwise 
move or . because of the tremendous suc-
cess of VBC. a good piece of marketing on 
the p;irt of CRI, . Whiehevcr way you look 
at it, the game is not up to the standard 
which St. Brides has set itself. Bugsy is a 

three-foot blue rabbit who wants to 
become the big Crimelord. Your part is to 
guide Bugsy in his attempts to achieve his 
ambition. 

St. Brides has attempted to ereate an 
original adventure. Unfortunately we 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 ATMOSPHERE 

0 ORIGINALITY None PLAY ABILITY 
0 VALUE FOR MONEY 

0 0 OVERALL 
have seen i l all before. The only new fea-
ture is what can only be classed as a talk-
back mode. On meeting another character 

we can input "Talk to Boy" , a sub-menu is 
then displayed with such commands as 
Greet, Insult, Sweet-Talk. A letter 
defines which option to use, so if we want 
to insult the boy we press the appropriate 
letter and are rewarded with such spark-
ling wit as "Know somct' in' kid? Ycr as 
stoopid as ya look, an* dat's sayin 
somet' in'". The boy replies "Wel l , 1 ain't 
as stoopid as you look" . 

I have a faint suspicion the game is 
aimed at the under-l() adventurers or is 
that being unkind to the under- 10s? I do 
not like to criticise adventures but 1 also 
dislike seeing well-known companies put-
ting out games purely for commercial 
reasons. St. Brides has written some really 
original games so it is a pity it could not 
continue in the same vein instead of writ-
ing what 1 can only define as a Mugsy rip-
off . I think this rabbit should have 
remained in his burrow. 

.R.H. 
• Spectrum 4HK 
• 8th Day Sofncarv 
• Graphic Adventure 
• £6.95 

Those who have played Sth Day adven-
tures wi l l know that the writer and owner, 
Mike White, has always tried to write 
adventures with a difference. Earlier 
works, which include gems like Quann 
Tulla, Cuddles and Faerie brought a cer-
tain degree of freshness to adventure 
games. 

The latest release, H.R. H.. is. to say the 
least, somewhat different but whether it 

wil l have the same reception as those ear-
lier ones is difficult to say. The plot of the 
newgameccntrcson a Giro cheque. What 
has happened is that you have received the 
Ouccn's cheque instead of your own, so 
you can only surmise that yours has been 
sent to the Oueen. Being an upstanding 
citizen, you must return the Giro to its 
rightful owner. What is not clear is the way 
in which you must do so. 

Your quest wil l take you out and about 
in London. There arc certain problems to 
solve which wil l then lead toother parts of 
the game but that is where the diff iculty 
arises. If you do not know various things 

40 I 

about the Royals - for instance, if you try 
to give Princess Margaret a cigarette she 
refuses, mainly because she is trying in 
real life to stop smoking, so its only by 
continually trying that she eventually 
takes it. I found this problem a little 
obscure but it is essential, or she will not 
give you what you need - in this case a 
spanner. 

The adventure tends to be a l i tt le com-
plicated and there were many times when 
I was completely baffled about what was 
happening or even what I was supposed to 
be doing. White has tried to make the 
game as funny as possible but I must admit 
some of the humour failed to make any 
impression on me. 

Overall the game is high on original 
content. Text descriptions arc up to the 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 ATMOSPHERE 

0 0 0 PLA YABILITY 
0 0 0 VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 0 ORIGINALITY 

0 0 0 0 OVERALL 
0 0 0 

usual Sth Day standard, setting the scene 
well as you wander round the many varied 
locations. Also included are graphics - not 
the best in the world I hasten to add, but 
adequate. 

1 feel certain that the game wi l l cause a 
certain amount of controversy because of 
the nature of its content but Xth Day must 
be congratulated. In one sense, at least, it 
is trying to do something different and not 
just staying with tried and tested formulae 
like some other companies. 
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ADVENTURE REVIEWS 
FTERSHOCK 

> Amstrad CPCTCW/CBM 64/ 
Spectrum 4ft, 12ft 

• Intcrccptar Software 
• Graphic/Text Adventure 
• £7.95 

Interceptor Software has been responsible 
for many adventurers beating their heads 
and crying for help whi le playing some of 
its earlier releases - Heros Of Karn, War-
lord - but in Aftershock the problems and 
overall atmosphere generated in the ear-

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 0 ATMOSPHERE 

0 0 0 PLA YABILITY 
0 0 0 VALUE FOR MONEY 

0 0 OVERALL 
0 0 0 

lier games seem to be missing. The idea of 
the game is sound enough. An earthquake 
has devastated the city. That was bad but 
not so bad as what is about to happen a 
nuclear reactor is about to explode. 

Af ter being informed by your site fore-

man that a shut-off valve needs repairing 
and because it is potentially so dangerous 
nobody is prepared to stay around, your 
job. in time-honoured fashion, is to make 

your way from your office across the burnt 
and wreckage-strewn streets and finally 
repair the valve, saving the world and win-
ning the game. 

A city recovering from a massive earth-
quake and with the added danger of a nuc-
lear disaster is a good idea but I feel the 
author has tended to be a little sterile in his 
descriptions of the ravaged city. The text 
seems to be bland and, after a t ime, 
becomes boring. 

The problems are not diff icult - more a 
case of find the correct word than solving 
a problem. In the beginning you must 
leave your office premises. A fire is raging 
below, so it is during a quick examination 
of the lift that you discover a panel in the 
ceiling. Returning to your office, you grab 
the chair and return to the l i f t . Standing on 
the chair enables you to remove the panel 
and climb out of the l i f t . Not very original, 
is if? 

The adventure wil l appeal to novice 
adventurers and the graphics, some ani-
mated - one which portrays a hand poking 
from under a load of rocks was unnerving, 
cspcciallv when the hand moved - drawn 
by l'erry Greer are excellent. Unfortu-
nately graphics do not make an adventure. 

UESTRON 

• CBM64 + DD 
• Strategic Simulations I'.S. Cold 
• Role-playing Adventure 
% £14.95 

The recent release from SSI/U.S. Gold, 
Questran, first released in 19K4 in the U.S., 
is a game lending to show its age. Ou i 
American cousins have already seen and 
played Questran 3. Comparing the game 
to the likes of Phantasy and the Ult ima 
series is like comparing chalk and cheese. 
Granted, Questron is a big game; there is 
plenty to do and explore but I became 
increasingly bored as I marched round 
fighting matchstick monsters and indeter-
minable blobs of colour. 

Questron is set in the fantasy Questron 
Empire. Life is not so pleasant as it used to 
be. due no doubt to the presence of the 
evil sorceror Mantor, who happens lo pos-
sess the Great Book Of Evil. The land you 
love is under attack from his murderous 
legions of hideous monsters, both match-
stick and blob variety. Everything seems 
hopeless until one day the king summons 
you to his throne room and proclaims you 
Defender of the Realm. 

Rather strange, von th ink, mainly 
because unti l that great honour was bes-
towed on you the only claim to fame for 
which you could account was growing the 
biggest cabbage in your quarter-acre of 
peasants' land. 

Anyway, off you go with some food, 
gold and hit points to explore the land and 
eventually defeat old Mantor. That is 
where the game slows. Instead of the usuai 

type of slay monster/find gold game the 
writers decided to enter an element of 
chance by introducing various forms of 
betting games. So on entering one of the 
numerous towns/cathedrals/villages you 
can take pan in roulette or dice and prob-
ably win some money and buy a sword so 
that you can defind yourself from Mike 
Matchstick and Bil ly Blob. Unfortunately 
if you lose there is no way of being able 10 
get a sword - or anything else for that mat-
ter. 

I have no doubt it would have been a 
very good game in 1984 but, as we all 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 ATMOSPHERE 

0 0 PLAY ABILITY 
0 0 VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 OVERALL 

know. RPGs arc much more sophisticated 
now, so Questron is really a non-starter. 
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Following the unprecedented success of Brotaccas, Psygnosis a re pleased to announce the launch of two new 
products for the colour versions of the Atari ST and the 512k Amiga. 

3 E t P 
SPA1Z 
The ultimate interstellar war game. A full 800k of machine code harnessing the raw power of the 68000 
processor to bring unique 3(5 solid graphics to the microcomputer. Becomea mercenary of the future in search 
for wealth; pilot an awesome fighting machine; travel star systems looking for adventure... the experience of 
deep space. 

A R E N A 

The classic sports simulation. Humour, competition and multi-player rivalry, enhance what can only be 
described as graphics of unsurpassed realism. Become an athlete, compete with your friends, only the most 
skilled will ultimately win. No other product has managed to capture the 68000 processor to achieve this level 
of graphical sophistication. 

POST COUPON NOW TO: PSYGNOSIS. FREEPOST. 
LIVERPOOL L3 3AB UNITED KINGDOM 

TICK Ihis box ky runner mfcwmation [ j OVO<i«as customers pteato add C150 P&P 

I ENCLOSE CHEGUEVP O. FOR E y 
PLEASE n u S M M E 
FOR ATARI ST WITH SI2k RAM & COLOUR T.V. MONITOR 

COPIES OF DEEP SPACE w£34 9SINC VAT 

COPIES OF ARENA © f ? 9 95INC VAT 

FOR ATARI ST WITH SI 2k RAM & COLOUR OR B/W 
COPIES OF BRATACCAS 95 INC VAT 

FOR AMIGA WITH 513k RAM 
I COPIES OF DEEP SPACE « E 3 4 96INC VAT 

ICOPIESOF ARENA 0 9SINC VAT 

ICOPI tS OF BRATACCAS # CM 96 INC VAT 

FOR MACINTOSH WITH 517k RAM 
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GUIDE TO THIS MONTH'S 
REVIEWS 

SPECTRUM 
Firelord 
Great Escape 
lighttorce 

COMMODORE 
UChi Mata 
Kettle 
Ace of Aces 
Superstar Ping Pong 
Antiriod 

AMSTRAD 
Lightforce 
Kettle 

ATARI 
Storglider 
Arena 

VARIOUS 
Fist II 

Software 
Shortlist 

Each of the games reviewed in Software > 
Shortlist has been reviewed extensively by 

our team of reviewers. 
We do not include reviews of unfinished 

products In this section of Your Computer; 
they are the games you can buy now or in 

the near future. 
See the Software News and Preview features 

for advance news of games being 
developed. 

Watch for the Your 
Computer Soft 
Stars. They are 
awarded to games 
which, in our 
opinion, offer 
outstanding value. 

• Various # Hewson # Arcade/adventure 0 Francis Jago * 

When a programmer who has recently 
had the honour of being named 
Programmer of the Year moves almost 
instantly to a new software house, the 
accusations tend to fly. Although Bubble 
Bus must surely mis© Steve Crow, his 
move to Hewson must be considered 

>£8.95 

reasonable. WharCfrow had to do was to 
make sure that his l irst game was as 
good as his last, Starquake, and that 
would be no mean feat. 

With Firelord, he has produced an 
arcade adventure of such depth and 
quality that he must now stand alongside 
any of the top programmers in England. 
The game is set in the medieval lands of 

i 
iminrr:wx 0 

Torot, where it is your task to seek the 
sacred Firestone and return it ot the 
dragon's safekeeping. That may sound 
an easy task for a super-hero like Sir 
Galeheart but unfortunately the evil 
Queen will not take kindly to his actions. 

To obtain the Firestone it is necessary 
to collect the elements of the spell of 
eternal youth and then trade them. At the 

: 

i 

beginning it is necessary first to obtain 
the enchanted crystal, as that will allow 
you to shoot everything in sight. 

As the game unfolds it becomes 
apparent that its important aspect is 
bartering. As you enter each house, 
owned by peasants, witches and 
wizards, you can see items which they 
are willing to swap. If you have other 
items, trading can take place. The more 
dodgy players will also find that stealing 
is not too difficult, so long as you are 
quick. 

As you gain spells, the game unfolds 
even more and you soon learn how to 
travel round the land and what is where, 
but with more than 500 screens, even the 
most dedicated fans will take a time to 
complete it. 

Overall, Firelord is a tremendous 
success and it goes even further to 
establish both Crow and Hewson. The 
only question left to ask is how can the 
games continue to improve so 
dramatically? 



ffiSm 
Atan ST0 Psygnosis 0 Sports simulation 

The potential for the Atari ST as a games 
machine is undeniable. It has fabulous 
graphics and the 68000 processor is 
more powerful than almost any other 
being used in a machine costing less 
than C500. Even though that is true, there 
are very few high-quality arcade games 
available and they have all been 
programmed in the U.S. 

One of the few software houses to 
have devoted time and money to the 
machine is Psygnosis and only now are 
rewards being reaped. Its first release. 
Brattacus, was a flop with, to quote an 
industry source, "more bugs than a 
Panamanian swamp**. 

Arena is another story. Anyone who 
has played Track and Field in the 
arcades, or any of the numerous home 
computer clones, will feel immediately at 
home with Arena, except that the game is 

0 Francis Jago 0 £29.95 

superior to the arcade version in almost 
every way. 

Once it has been loaded into memory, 
you are asked to enter the number of 
people who will be playing the game and 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 0 

SOUND 
0 0 0 

PLAY ABILITY 
0 0 0 0 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 0 
OVERALL 

0 0 0 0 
then to entertheir respective names. The 
game then starts in earnest, with each 
competitor taking part in six events - 100 
metres, long jump, high jump, pole vault, 
shot putt and javelin. 

The game plays very well, wi th one 

serious exception. In all its wisdom, 
Psygnosis decided to use flick rather 
than smooth scrolling and therefore as 
the man approaches the right-hand side 
of the screen, it flicks and, miraculously, 
the man is on the left-hand side. 

Overall, Arena is a good if not brilliant 
game. It lacks originality in the idea and 
the execution is less than perfect but it is 
still one of the best ST games, though 
that says more about the computer than 
anything else. 

B ISTII 
• C64 0 Melbourne House 0 Fighting 0 Francis Jago 0 £9.95 

The Way Of The Exploding Fist can claim 
to have started one of the most i m portant 
genres in computer games - fighting 
simulations. Even though it was released 
in 1985, it was not until three months ago 
that anything bettered it, although there 
were countless imitations. 

With Fist II, Melbourne House is 
hoping purchasers of the original game 
will stay loyal to the name and buy yet 
another fight simulation. Anyone who is 

familiar with the original will feel at home 
immediately with the new. improved 
graphics, mainly because the manoevres 
are still remarkably similar. Thoughtfully, 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 

SOUND 
0 0 0 0 
PLAYABILITY 
0 0 0 0 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 0 0 

OVERALL 
0 0 0 0 

Melbourne has also provided a 
Tournament game on the disc which is 
effectively the original Fist, only with Fist 
II graphics and scenarios. 

The main difference between Fist II 
and most other fighting games is that the 
game scrolls, with the player having to 
walk from scenario to scenario. That 
does not mean, however, that the 
fighting scenes scroll. As with Fist, the 
fight can take place only over one screen. 

Each time you defeat an opponent you 

can travel a little further into the maze 
and discover different back-drops and 
stronger opponents. One of the most 
amusing things about Fist II is watching 
enemies fly out f rom behind a wall a few 
seconds after you delivered a blind 
roundhouse. 

If anything, the new and improved 
graphics seem to have shown the game 
play, with moves such as leg sweeps and 
roundhouses seeming to be much less 
instant than the original, although that 
could be a case of absence making the 
heart grow fonder. 

One difference instantly noticeable is 
the quality of your opponents, with none 
of them being the practice mats the early 
opponents in Fist were. Indeed, later on, 
the practice gained in Tournament 
proves essential. 

Overall. Fist II is a good game. The 
music is very effective, especially as it 
changes with each new scenario, and the 
energy system seems good, if a little 
idiosyncratic in play. One thing Fist II 
cannot do, however, is expect to create 
the impact of the original; fighting is a 
tiring genre and this game reflects that. 

HJJCHIMATA 
• C64 0 Marlech 0 Judo simulation 0 Daniel McGrath 0 £8.95 

For those who do not know, UchiMata 
is the term used in judo for an inner thigh 
throw. In Uchi Mata, Martech has 
managed to produce a complicated 
simulation with many fine subtleties 
while still maintaining a very high level of 
payabil i ty. 

The game is set to just the proper level 
of difficulty to allow even a relative 
beginner to progress some way. What 
surprised me more than anything was the 
realism with which the throws were 
executed, with bodies flying left, right 
and centre. 

Graphically the game is excellent. Uchi 
Mata has a display panel in the lower half 
of the screen which display your stamina, 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 0 

SOUND 
0 0 0 0 
PLAY ABILITY 

0 0 0 0 0 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

0 0 0 0 
OVERALL 

grip strength, points, t ime and any 
referee's decisions. 

Anyone who becomes proficient at the 
game will soon find that hasty moves 
can cost disqualification and there is no 
arguing with a computer. Uchi Mata is 
one of the most playable fighting games 
this year and if you must choose only one 
this month, Uchi Mata earns my vote 
over Fist II, despite all the publicity. 
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H[NTIRIAD 
SOFTWARE SHORTLIST 

• Various • Palace # Arcade/adventure 4 
Rather like Christmas, games from 
Palace arrive once a year. At least that 
was the case until now. With Antiriad, the 
third release from th j | London-based 

software companyMt seems the tide is 
changing and that vie should look 
forward to more frequent releases. 

If Antiriad reaches the number one 
spot. Palace will have achieved the same 
feat a certain wel l-known Liverpool pop 

> Francis Jago # £8.99 
group achieved in 1985 - three number 
ones in succession. In full, the name of 
the game is The Sacred Armour Of 
Antiriad and. with graphics by Dan 
Malone and some lively music, the game 
seems set to be an essential part of any 
collection. 

As with both previous releases, 
Antiriad is a true arcade adventure, set in 
a restricted area of play, in this case a 
volcano. When the game is first loaded ii 
is the striking detail of the graphics which 
makes it stand out so much. The man 
you control, a Tarzan-type character, 
runs through the volcano with his hair 
blowing in the wind until he can find the 
antiriad suit which will protect him from 
radiation. 

Even when that is located it proves 
less than useful until you have found the 
boots which allow you to fly. Once 

/ 
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airborne, the game has a new feeling and 
the size of the maze becomes apparent. 

If Palace continues to release games 
of this quality, it will soon become a very 
important member of the software 
industry and as it seems to lack the 
over-exposure of certain companies, 
that can only be a good thing. 

m CE OF ACES 
• C64 OAccoiadeAJ.S. Gold 0 Simulation 0 Francis Jago • €9.95 

"No British aircraft will ever bomb 
Berlin". Luftwaffe chief Hermann 
Goering boasted but he was made to eat 
his words when a crack force of RAF 
Mosquitos dumped some bombs on 
Berlin while he was busy making a 
speech saying it waa|impossible. 

Ace of Aces gives you the chance to 
experience the thrills and excitement of 
those days, but beware, the Luftwaffe is 
by no means a walkover. Anyone who 
has played previous Accolade releases 
for the Commodore 64 will not be 
surprised by the quality of the graphics, 
which put all other so-called action 
simulations in the shade. 

Once loaded, the game allows you to 
choose on which of a variety of missions 
you would like to embark. They include 

U-boat sinking, train bombing and 
various shoot-everything which moves 
tasks. Points are awarded for successful 
completion and for returning alive -
which is a great deal more difficult than it 
sounds. 

To become an Ace of Aces, it is 
necessary to undertake all those 
missions simultaneously and return 

home safely, something which must be 
almost impossible. Depending on which 
mission you choose, you-must arm your 
aircraft accordingly. With a choice of 
machine guns, missiles and bombs, you 
must choose wisely. Too much and your 
fuel will not last; too little and you will be 
defenceless over enemy territory. 

Tactically, the game is all about being 
in the correct place at the proper time. 
Using your compass, you must reach 
your enemy either before he escapes or 
manages to shoot you down. In flight, 
you are informed continually of the state 
of your aircraft and you must be 
sufficiently aware to deal with anything 
from loss of flaps to a fire in one of your 
engines. 

In many ways, Ace of Aces is a Top 
Gun of the 1940s and what this game 
does is create a very impressive 
atmosphere which, when in a dark room 
on your own, makes the years fly by. 
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E UPERSTAR PING PONG 
• C64 0 U.S. Gold 0 Sports 0 Francis Jago 0 £9.95 

Although there have been conversions of 
table tennis for the home computer, 
notably the Konami version by Ocean, 
none has managed to create the feeling 
of speed normally associated with the 
game - until now. 

With this, one of the few imports from 
SilverTime. U.S. Gold has shown how 
Konami should have approached the 
game and. in doing so, has added 
another classic sports simulation to its 
catalogue. 

What makes the game so enjoyable is 
not the quality of the graphics, which 
incidentally are not particularly good, but 
the time and effort which obviously has 
gone into making the game-play so 
impressive. To endear the game to 
almost anyone, a variety of options allow 
even the first-time player a chance to get 
a good game from the computer. 

In one-player mode, when you are 
compet ing against the computer, the 
game uses a three-dimensional view 
from one end to the other, with your bat 
being displayed as if it were floating in 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 
SOUND 

0 0 0 0 
PlAYABILITY 
0 0 0 0 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 0 0 

OVERALL 
0 0 0 0 

the air. As play continues, each time one 
game is completed the bats change 
sides. 

When playing a two-player game, you 
have a choice of either an end view or a 

much more difficult side view, which 
requires a great deal of effort to perfect 
but is definitely worth it. The other 
options allow a choice of speeds and a 
very clever ploy which lets the computer 
re-locate the bat near the ball, so that the 
player has more time to worry about the 
shot rather than struggling to get across 
the table. 

Any budding Desmond Dougleses will 
love this one. 

m i HE GREAT ESCAPE 
• Various 0 Ocean 0 3D Action 0 Francis Jago 0 £7.95/£8.95 
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Anyone who has spent Christmas in the 
U.K. cannot have failed to see The Great 
Escape. With a cast list which reads like a 
Who's Who of the 1960s, the film was 
undoubtedly the greatest war/escape 
film of all t ime. Now.Cpcean gives you the 
chance to be part c / p with its latest 

must keep on. To contain you there are a 
series of barbed wire fences, ferocious 
dogs and continual searches by guards. 
Any attempt to change routine must be 
planned perfectly, or trouble is almost 
certain to ensue. 

Once the game has started, the 

computer semi-controls your player. You 
can allow him to do as he should and 
appear at all the roll calls and other 
compulsory activities. On the other hand, 
you can dash into any of the outhouses 
and see if you can discover anything. 
Hidden about the area in which you can 
travel are tools, keys and, for the more 
experienced, even a few tunnels - so 
long as you are not Charles Bronson. 

Although I have seen only the 
Spectrum version, even that has a good 
rendering of the theme tune and one 
which has you humming it for days. 
Graphically, too, the game is excellent, 
with very accurate three-dimensional 
graphics which make judging distance a 
great deal easier than the more usual 
Ultimate-esque graphics. 

To complete the game you must 
escape from the camp but even first-time 
players will f ind the game both easy to 
play and frustratingly complicated. That 
is its strength. It has so much depth that I 
believe it will still be a favourite this t ime 
next year. Anyone who wants to spend a 
few rewarding days at Christmas will f ind 
it difficult to beat this game which is just 
as classic as the film. 

game, named after.pie film and involving 
escape from the Nazis. 

Life is difficult for captives imprisoned 
in the grounds of the old castle on the 
peninsula but. as well you know, it is an 
officer's duty to try to escape, so you 
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ETTLE 
SOFTWARE SHORTLIST 1 

• CS4/Am$trad 0 Alhgata i 

V Tony Crowther is back and this is official. 
Having returned to Alligata earlier in 
1986, his first release, Trap, was a little 
below his best and many people were 
worried that, as with some other 
programmers, he had lost his touch. 

Kettle, his latest game, silences all the 

Arcade # Francis Jago # £8.95 
doubters and is one of the most playable 
games for the 64 in a long time. What 
makes Kettle such a good game is not 
the basic idea, which is at best simplistic, 
but the options which allow the split 
screen aspect of the game take a 
completely new meaning. 

The object is to travel through various 
levels, obtaining the vital tin opener 
which will allow you to exit into the next 
and more difficult level. To achieve that 
you control nothing but a mere 
household kettle; but it is no ordinary 
kettle, as it can fire bullets and it can fly. 

Anyone who has played games in the 
arcade recently will note that multi-player 
games are becoming more and more 
popular and Kettle reflects that, allowing 
two players to use their respective split 
screens to compete, or to aid each other. 

Even if you do not have a friend with 

whom to play Kettle it is still possible to 
use the two-kett ie option: one acts as a 
defensive dummy, swinging round you 
continually and protecting you from the 
plethora of baddies. As with Trap, 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 

SOUND 
0 0 0 0 0 PLAYABILfTY 

0 0 0 0 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

0 0 0 0 
OVERALL 

0 0 0 0 
W.E.M.U.S.I.C. has combined to 
produce a range of sounds and music 
which, even if not so tuneful as some, are 
technically excellent. 

If you are a fan of the distinctive 
Crowther style, as I am. Kettle will give 
you plenty of fun. 

0 IGHTFORCE 
• Amstrad/Spectrum # FTL # Shoot-'em-up • John Barnes • £8.95 

When Gargoyle Games, the company 
responsible for some of the technically 
best games on the Spectrum, and the 
company to which Elite turned when 
Scooby Doo became a nightmare, 
announces that it is starting a label on 
which to release games of a more arcade 
nature, you know that the result will not 
be disappointing. 

nun KIII. nctiiKi: 
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Lightforce is a shoot- 'em-up of almost 
unparalleled quality, at least on any 
machine except the Commodore. Using 
vertical scrolling, it combines the natural 
'kill everything' feeling with a sense of 

GRAPHICS 
0 0 0 0 

SOUND 
0 0 0 

PLAYABILfTY 
0 0 0 0 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
0 0 0 
OVERALL 

0 0 0 0 
urgency which has the player trying 
frequently to find that elusive extra 
bullet to get him out of a very sticky 
comer. 

7 
Graphically, Lightforce makes the 

most of the various machine facilities. On 
the Spectrum it avoids colour clash well 
and the graphics are carefully and 
well-defined. On the Amstrad the game 
is colourful, and the shading is excellent, 
especially on the later, shrubbed masses. 

As you play the game it becomes 
apparent that, as with all classic 
shoot-"em-ups, there is method behind 
the madness. To achieve success, you 
must be quick-witted and also be able to 
guess from where the next few enemies 
are likely to appear. Using this method it 
is possible to get to grips with the first 
two stages relatively easily. 

Points are scored for shooting baddies 
and for blowing-up the specified amount 
of control centres. The latter is also 
rewarded with an extra life. Overall, 
Lightforce bodes well for FTL. 

[WORLD GAMES 
Various # EpyxAJ.S. Cold # Sports simulation 0 Francis Jago # £9.95+ 

Very few games can have been awaited 
so eagerly as World Games, the latest in 
a string of superb offerings f rom Epyx. 
Anyone who has b e ^ i playing games for 
more than six m o n t m will know all about 

Epyx, and such hi 
Summer Games II 

s Summer Games. 
nd Winter Games. 

Unfortunately there was a problem. 
How could any software house continue 
to refine and improve an idea which 
seemed so close to perfection? With 
World Games. Epyx has answered 
everyone in the most impressive way by 
producing the goods. As with all of the 
Games series, the presentation is the 
same.m with each player entering his 
name and then choosing a country to 
represent. From then it only gets better. 

The first event in which you compete is 
weightlift ing. and as each event is 
associated with a specific country, the 
lifting takes place in the Soviet Union. 
Graphically, the game is remarkable. The 
sprites may not be the most beautifully 
drawn but how many games do you 

know where the man depicted on the 
screen has a plethora of facial 
expressions? Miss it at your penl. 

Plavers'Guide next month 
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BUDGET SOFTWARE REVIEWS 
TLHE APPRENTICE 

OVERALL 

<HlS4« ] 
• Amstrad 0 Mastertronic 0 Arcade/adventure i 

Many people have the feeling that once 
you have played one reasonably 
standard arcade adventure you have 
played them all, especially when the 
software houses become bored by 
writing even vaguely interesting inlays. 
This is not a direct criticism of this game, 

) Francis Jago 0 £1.99 
rather of an attitude. 
To make life more difficult there are 
hidden doors which need to be opened 
using scrolls and to make life easier you 
can shoot the baddies. 

Unspectacular, but then at £1.99 they 
cannot all be Thrust, can they? 

J STREET SURFER 
OVERALL • Various 0 Mastertronic 0 Skateboard 0 Francis Jago 0 £1.99 

About time, too. That was my first 
impression when the latest 
Entertainment U.S.A. game arrived from 
Mastertronic. Skateboarding, 
undoubtedly the greatest participant 
sport on earth, had finally been rewarded 
with a sports simulation game dedicated 

to the fine art of surfing on the street. 
In this game you must skate along the 

road, collecting cans of liquid to 
replenish your ever-drying palette. 
Immediately comparisons were made to 
a certain well-known car driving game 
but it still has a great deal of appeal. 

JBIOMBSCARE 
OVERALL • Spectrum 0 Firebird 0 Arcade/adventure i 

There was a time when every new release 
from Ultimate was greeted with cheers 
and excellent reviews from everyone 
concerned. Unfortunately, that obviously 
gave the programmers a false sense of 
security and soon the games were boring 
and very unoriginal. 

> Francis Jago 0 £1.99 

Bombscare is a game Ultimate might 
well have produced in the later stages of 
its independence, the main difference 
being that Ultimate would have tried to 
sell it for a tenner, whereas Firebird is 
being much more realistic in asking for 
£1.99. 

OVERALL • Various 0 Mastertronic 0 Sports 0 Daniel McGrath 0 £2.99 

With the advent of this game, 
Mastertronic has smashed a long-
standing and highly-respected myth. 
You do not have to be fat. ugly and 
alcoholic to be successful at darts. A 
score of 180 puts you in the shoes of a 
budding Eric Bristow and with eight 

opponents ranging from Big Belly Bill to 
Limp Wrist Larry, you had better sharpen 
your points. 

With one- or two-player options, 
digitised speech and excellent graphics, 
the game is well worthy of the MAD label. 

'PllPELINE II 
OVERALL • Amstrad 0 Mastertronic 0 Action strategy 0 Daniel McGrath 0£1.99 

Life is not easy for Foreman Fred. Sheikh 
Aleg is not an easy man to work for at the 
best of times but with the problems at the 
moment life is on the point of real panic. 
All Fred has to do is keep those barrels 
filling, prevent the scorpions killing him. 
and repair the leaks. 

A little help is available in the shape of 

willing assistants, suitably alt called Will. 
Wills are dispensible and when one 

dies another appears to take his place. 
Scorpions, on the other hand, are a great 
deal more problematic than the odd leak 
- they follow you and take a great deal of 
killing. Oh, to be an oil baron. 

JPIANTHER 
• C64 0 Mastertronic 0 Shoot- 'em-up 0 Francis Jago 0 £2.99 

How good a game can Mastertronic 
release for £2.99? The question is asked 
frequently in the office as the latest batch 
of MAD games arrives. Well, with 
Panther even Mastertronic has excelled 
itself. It puts the player in the normal last 
active man alive on earth syndrome -
Mastertronic does not waste money on 

scenarios and that is certain - and it is 
your job to rescue the military personnel 
left behind in the evacuation. 

Most easily described as a cross 
between Choplifter and Zaxxon, there 
are a few software houses which would 
have released the game at full price. 
What more can I say? 
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BULLSEYE 
Millions enjoy this popular TV darts 

game, and now you can join Bully on 
the oche where you aim to win and 

throw to answer! A good arrow and 
you can pick your favourite topic 

ranging from Food to Pot Luck - a 
correct answer, and you're on your 

way! Do you want to gamble! £8.95 

BLOCKBUSTERS 
Sixty million people every week watch 

Blockbusters, Britain's most popular 
TV quiz game! Now, thanks to Macscn 

software, you can actually be a 
contestant, recreating the excitement 

of the TV studio in your own home. 
Our Question-master follow-up give 

you 500 more questions, plus the 
chance to insert your own - be your 

own Bob! £7.95 

GOLD RUN 
Can you beat a path through the 

hexagons to go for gold? The tension 
of this sister-game to Blockbusters ts 
terrific, as the contestant struggles to 

complete his path against the clock. 
Adjust your own answering time to 

push yourself harder! £9.95 

Macsen Software presents 
television's most popular 

programmes for your 
computer 

With our productions you 
can take part in your 

favourite programme and 
turn your living room into 

the television world of stars 
and sagas. 

COUNTDOWN 
Countdown has comc! The days of 
the simple crossword are numbered. 
Who in your family can find the 
longest word in a group of nine 
letters? Who is the quickest at 
crunching a three-figure number! Buy 
Countdown for hours of nail-biting 
enjoyment. £8.95 

TREASURE HUNT 
We give you a helicopter, a guide and 
your clues - the rest is up to you. as 
you search throughout England, Wales 
and Scotland, past castles, cathedrals 
and cottages to sniff out the hidden 
treasure Thanks to our enclosed 
book, you won't need Kenneth 
Kendall to help you. Happy hunting! 
£9,95 

EASTENDERS 
Enter Albert Square and experience 
life among its inhabitants - taste their 
joys and woes, share their happiness 
and pain. See if you can survive the 
trials of this close community. 
Look out for Macsen EastEnders 
Software in your shops soon. 

MACSEN 
SOFTWARE 

17 Maes Nott, Carmarthen, Dyfed SR 311PQ. Tel: 0267 232508 

THEWINNMGHA 
1H££HRBTMAS. 

Blockbusters. BuBscyc. Gold Run, Treasure Hunt and EastEnders 
available on: Commodore 64, Spectrum 48K. BBC Model B. Electron, 
Amstrad. Countdown on Commodore 64, Spectrum 48K. 

BBC Model B. Amstrad. 
All games available from leading 

computer departments and 
computer stores. m 



Gadgets for 
C hristmas is rough on micro junkies. 

They are a solitary breed, by and 
large. To them Christmas is the 
time when hordes of dodo relatives 

stand round their terminals asking inane 
questions about how it all works and pre-
venting them hacking royal mailboxes or 
determining what really happens on the 
final screen of Marble Madness. 

You have to endure all that pathetic 
nonsense because they have bought you 
presents. Never mind the fact that they 
always manage to choose the most unre-
liable modem on the block, the one joy-
stick which does not work on your inter-
face, or the least likely version of Gauntlet 
in the shops, ft is the bribe which counts. 

This is a brief guide to what is available 
this Christmas. Desperate parents read-
ing the article furtively may find a few 
clues which save their face while aunts 
and uncles are losing theirs. I have also 
included a selection of items for people 
you really hate, the kind of boring 
monstrosities who insist on recounting 
the full tale of how they beat Elite while 
you are trying to watch Star Wars, or 
shout loudly the saga of the legal troubles 
of Domark when you are settling down to 
a compilation of the Best of Spitting 
Image. 

Send robot bananas 
Let us start with the most honest pre-

sent on the market. The Nintendo games 
machine has no official price tag yet but it 
will probably be in the region of £100. Of 
course, you cannot program it, you can-
not turn it into a Prestel terminal and it will 
not send a robot arm bananas. AH it does 
is play real computer games of the kind 
which cost mountains of silver in the 
arcades. 

If Alan Sugar realty knew his market, he 
would have ditched his entire range of 
cardboard boxes and produced one of 
these. High-street stores will love it. Ever 
since Sinclair first suggested computers 
were not toys they have been trying 
desperately to prove otherwise. 

If you must buy a real computer, go for 
real street credibility this Christmas. 
Forget the Armpits clone; you have mis-
sed the bus if you have not ordered one 
now. The Atari ST is the horse to back; the 
Amiga seems a little too intellectual for 
the new post-Clive brutalism and the £70 
QLs which some shops are selling have 
an indelible reek of the bargain bins. 
Forget the old warhorses, the 8-bit bun-
dles - Spectrum plus remaindered soft-

1 
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FESTIVE FEATURE 

yuppies 
Christmas is meant to be 
a time for giving but it is 
what you receive which 
really counts. Chris 
Bourne looks at the light-
hearted side of popular 
presents for computer 
buffs. 

ware plus poor printer plus balsa wood 
joystick and so on. They will be around 
only until the next Sunday Times 'which 
hi-tech company shall we send bankrupt 
this time?' expos6. 

Besides, Jack Tramiel of Atari out-
brutalities Sugar any day of the week and 
he does not crack pathetic jokes about 
disc drives and rubber bands. 

It is generally a good idea to give 
people software to go with their new 
computers and if they already have com-
puters, it is generally a good idea to give 
them some software. 

Staying with the ST for a moment, the 
two essentials are The Pawn and Star 
Glider. The Pawn is the best adventure 
game written by a British software house; 
it is very funny and it talks real English. It 
also has wonderful pictures which make 
you feel happy about the money you paid 
for the ST. 

Star Glider is a genuine honest-to-
good ness arcade game-very rare on 16-
bit machines - and makes your children 
feel good about the money you spent on 
the ST. 

That said, if you have Commodores or 
Spectrurns you are still well fixed for 
another Xmas. Now that the censors say 
the CRL Dracula must not be sold to 
under-15s, it is required playing for any-
one in the 11-17 age group. You will 
never be forgiven if you do not buy your 
children this one. Besides, it is a highly lit-
erate piece of writing, mainly due to the 
bright wheeze of using an ornate Victo-
rian style for the descriptions. 

On the arcade front, the Gargoyle Light 
Force is the shoot-'em-up with real cult 
feeling for the Spectrum, since it might 
give users the edge in the perennial battle 
of the graphics between themselves and 
Commodore-owning bully boys. 

If you have a rich granny who despises 
computers, help is at hand with the 

Domark Trivial Pursuit. If she does not re-
instate you in her will after playing this 
one, nothing can save you. 

At the completely trivial end of the 
market is the Thingi, a strip of stiff white 
plastic with a twist in it. A piece of Velcro 
at one end attaches to the top of your 
monitor and a bulldog clip at the other 
end holds the papers from which you are 
typing at the keyboard. 

If you are doing nothing of the kind 
because Star Glider is so absolutely won-
derful it still makes a great filler. It is just 
the thing to stiffen that Christmas stock-
ing so that the jumbo bar of Toblerone 
does not break when you lift the bulging 
footwear on Christmas morning. 

Psion Organiser 
The ultimate executive toy is still the 

Psion Organiser, now in its second rein-
carnation. It looks good, really fits in your 
pocket, only costs £99 and has a won-
derful finance package which lets you do 
your expenses in real style. 

Although it is alleged to be many times 
more powerful than an IBM PC, you will 
probably be too busy showing off the 
never-ending diary to notice but it cer-
tainly out-Fitofaxes all those wretched 
trendies in advertising. Watch your boss 
gape in astonishment as you pretend to 
reel off all the latest sales figures from its 
revolutionary Datapaks. 

Real men, however, do not buy pocket 
computers - they buy newspapers 
instead. If you know anybody with a fun-
damental urge to emulate Robert Max-
well, Maxwell has the gift for you - the 
Mirrosoft Fleet Street Editor, which 
allows you to ascertain just how much 
drinking time journalists could save if 
they laid out all their pages on computers. 

Desk-top publishing is really the pro-
vince of the Apple Mac, though, which is 
why Apple is so scared of the threatened 
IBM invasion of the market. Hence the 
long-standing Apple campaign to per-
suade journalists to buy the machine at 
half-price, with a half-price laser printer 
thrown in. The really rich should be able 
to cash in on this with a little imagination 
- to wit, finding a friendly journalist in 
whose name you can buy the system. 

Of course, it still needs paper, which is 
not the case where I spend most of my 
energies these days - Micronet. Miccnet 
subscriptions are ideal gifts for people 
you dislike but who always manage to be 
at the same parties, drink in the same 
pubs and generally make themselves the 
bane of your leisure hours. Hook them on 
viewdata and you will hear from them for 
weeks on end. For £70 for a year's sub-
scription there is a free modem as well, so 
why suffer alone? 

Bulletin boards are breeding like rab-
bits at the moment, thanks to a little pack-

age called Micron B which allows BBC 
computer owners to set up and run their 
own. It is the poor man's version of desk-
top publishing but it also wins real com-
puter kudos, launching you directly into 
the middle of the hackers' universe, 
where you can spend the rest of your 
days wallowing in an unreal world of IDs, 
passwords, packet-switching and baud 
rates, with the added spice of rampant 
paranoia. 

It is the season for charity, so I suppose 
I had better offer some consolation to 
PCW owners who are beginning to 
realise why the machine was so inexpen-
sive. even though it includes a printer. 
Answer - the printer goes from 0-60 in 
less than 10 seconds; 0 to 60 degrees 
Centigrade, that is. 

Don't worry. Buy Leather Goddesses 
of Phobos instead and enjoy a classic 
piece of Infocom flummery, courtesy of 
Activision. It is nothing like so rude - or 
sexist - as the title and publicity suggest, 
though if anyone can tell me what to do 
with the female gorilla besides making 
love to it I would like to know. This is a 
class adventure with never a picture in it. 
so PCW owners need not feel inferior. 

On the music scene, nothing was so 
astounding as the SpecDrum from 
Cheetah, which sounds just as good as a 
£400 drum machine. In some ways it is 
even better than a real drum-kit, because 
when the cops turn up to nick you for dis-
turbing the neighbourhood at three in the 
morning you can put the black box in your 
pocket and nobody is any wiser. 

Simulating children 
Most micros are gathering music 

peripherals round them at some speed, 
though, and it is worth looking into; at 
least, it might stimulate children into 
doing something moderately social if not 
mildly creative for a change. 

Finally, something which is not a com-
puter but ranks with the Seiko wristwatch 
with printer terminal as one of the most 
ludicrous things anybody could wish to 
strap on their wrists. It is an LCD 
wristwatch cigarette tighter and it costs 
about £12. The idea is that you cannot 
lose it, because it is strapped to you. 

Did I say it had nothing to do with com-
puting? That was not correct. Because if 
you, like me. sometimes think your 
nearest and dearest have all gone silicon 
bonkers, this is for them. Just telj them 
it's a Mk II Seiko and make sure you are 
hiding in the broom cellar when the 
Amiga goes up in flames. A Merry Christ-
mas to you all. 
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Beating the best 
Difficult they may be, but these tips should help defeat the 

Hewson hits. 
For many Commodore 64 owners, Christmas will be a 
time to receive and get to grips with some of the hits 
of 1986. Shoot-'em-up fans will be pleased to hear 
that Your Computer, in association with Hewson, is 
presenting a guide to two of the best blasts of 1988, 
Iridis Alpha by Jeff Minter and Alleykat by Andrew 
Brayhrook. These insights will not make you beat 
every high score but they should make understanding 
the games a great deal easier, and that is at least half 
the battle - more with Iridis. 

Iridis Alpha 
here are two realistic 
approaches to this 
classic Minter blast. 
First you can jump in 

and play until you get the gist 
of what is happening or. 
second, you could spend a 
time understanding the game, 
and then jump in. 
Understandably, most people 
want just to play the game, not 
think about it. but in practice a 
few minutes spent learning 
should make your game last a 
great deal longer. 

Keep transfering 
As most people will know, 

the idea is to guide Gilby. the 
hero of this little romp, round 
the planet until you can 
transfer sufficient energy into 
the planet core to enter the 
bonus zone. In play, the first 
thing to understand is that it is 
possible to have too much, as 
well as too tittle energy, so it is 
always best to try to keep 
depositing and gaining energy 
in a regular fashion. 

Once the main object is 
clear the next most important 
piece of information is how to 
kill the incredibly annoying 
licker ships. In fact, it is similar 
in many ways to mutants in 
Defender-simply fly left, 
occasionally spinning round 
to fire, and then spin left again. 
In a matter of 10 minutes' 
practice that should become 

relatively natural. 
The next most important 

thing to learn is how to 
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Early in the game, two licker ships attack 
your Gilby on the upper planet. 

panic. Seriously, though, that 
indicates that it is very 
necessary to transfer. 

Once the first three levels 
have been completed, the 
progress screen will tell you 
how well or. more likely, badly 
you have performed. 

Iridis Alpha is a classic 
Shoot-'em-up but it requires 
thought as well as quick 
reactions. To quote the 
author, "Give 'em hell - but 
think about it." 

The progress screen illustrates the state 
of play at any time. 

transfer to the lower planet - a 
piece of cake. Shoot any of 
the aliens which produce a 
spinning ring and then fly into 
the ring. It is essential to keep 
transferring to avoid one or 
other decaying. On some 
levels, there are no spinning 
rings but a Warp Gate will do 
the trick just as well. 

Licker ships monitor rolling 
progress in the 
bonus phase. 
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Progress screen 

Another point to keep your 
eye on is the Entropy guage. If 
it ever gets very dark you must 
remember to do one thing -

52 I YOUR COMPUTER, DECEMBER 1986 



GAMES OVERVIEW 

Alleykat 

J M f t e r programming two 
M m undeniable classics 

J f l i J with Paradroid and 
# m Uridium, Andrew 

Braybrook decided to change 
his ideas and to move from the 
now famous bas-relief 
mettailix graphics which 
worked so well for his first two 
games. For this one major 
change, many people 
criticised the game without 
even bothering to play it. If 
they had played Alleykat. they 
would have found a game with 
a great deal of subtlety which 
further establishes Braybrook 
in the top echelons of the 
programming fraternity. 

Prize money 
Using a background of an 

interstellar sports 
competit ion, Alleykat is a race 
against time. As the months 
pass, every race the 
competitor wins allows him to 
pay more money to enter the 
next race, and therefore stand 
a chance of winning the 
greatly-increased prize 
money. 

Each of the tracks on which 
you race is based on different 
landscapes, some using 
abstract forms with others 
based on forestation. 
Unfortunately for the 
contenders, the authorities 
decided to establish some 
fearsome opponents to make 
the races more and more 
difficult. Even in the short, 
demolition races, the 
fearsome Katerkiller can 
prove an almost 
insurmountible problem. 

gold Alleykat trophy. To beat 
Alleykat and therefore to 
stand any chance of winning 
the trophy it is necessary to 
learn both the types of race 
and the difficulty of landscape 
on which you are about to fly. 
Your Computer makes this a 
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Landscape types 
Arboris. Petrified and 
living forestation. Many 
tiny bushes can cause 
minor abrasions. Easy to 
destroy. 
Trellis. Tubular frames 
and metal-pronged 
plates. Weak. 
Grafico. Graphical 
solids, large but fragile. 
Hardwall. Very sturdy 
double-thickness wall, 
which is virtually 
indestructible with 
gunfire and very painful 
to collide with. 
Shatter-rock. Unstable 
rock formations, 
destroyed easily. 
Technorama. Tough 
technical structures, 
many unsupported 
anti-gravity pieces; try to 
avoid collision. 
Aquadrome. Mainly 
pools formed in cracks 
in the race-way. Few tall 
frames, all of which are 
destroyed easily. 
Skuinia. As its name 
suggests, fearsome 
skulls which are very 
tough. Avoid at all costs. 

Using this table, together 
with the instructions, it should 
be possible to get a long way 
into the game. One last tip -
do not always go for the most 
rewarding race, as some with 
only slightly less money on 
offer are frequently a great 
deal easier. • Your Computer 
wishes to thank Hewson 
for all its help with this 
article. 
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COMPETITION 

WIN TWO OF THE LATEST 
HEWSON GAMES 

INCLUDING ALLEYKAT AND 
IRIDIS ALPHA 

With an enviable record of hits, Hewson has established 

itself as one of the most quality-conscious software houses in 

the L'.K. In this exclusive competition, Your Computer, in 

conjunction with Hewson, is pleased to be able to give away 

20 bundles of two games to Commodore 64 and Spectrum 

owners. You can choose any games Hewson has released, 

and (hat includes the latest Spectrum offerings reviewed in 

this issue. 

To win, all you must do is answer the three questions 

below and send your answers, together with which games 

you would like and which computer you own, to Your 
Computer, 79-80 Petty France, London SW1H 9ED. 

The winners w ill be the first 20 correct answers drawn 

from all those received by the closing date of the 

competition, December 30, 1986. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What was Andrew Braybrook's first game 

for Hewson? 

2. Name three Jeff Minter games? 

3. Which Hewson programmer wrote 
Starquake? 

COMPETITION RULES 
* The winners of the competition will be the person* who lend (be t int all-correct 

cntrlo drawn from all those received before the dosing date of the competition. 

* The names of the winner* will he announced In the February 1987 issue of Y our 
Computer. 

* All entries must arrive at the Your Computer offices by the last working day in 

December. 1986. 

Each person may enter I he competition only once. 

Entries to the competition cannot be acknowledged. 

No employees of Focus Magazines nor their agents or close relatives may enter the 

competition. 

The decision or the Editor in all respecto of the competition will be find). 

No correspondence with regard to any aspect of the competition will be entered 

into. 

Focus I nvestments assumes no responsibility or liability for any complaints arising 

from this competition. 

HEWSON COMPETITION 
l>0 nut force! to enclose this coupon, or u photocopy nf it. when you send your entry, marked Hewson Competition, to the Your 
Computer editorial offices at the address shown al the front of the magazine. 

Answers 1 

Name Age 

Address 

POSTCODE Day Tel. No. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Example of cycle colours. 

M 

i 
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square window which displays a slightly-
enlarged view of the area immediately 
surrounding the cursor, be it a pen. brush 
or whatever. The purpose of the window 
is to give a pixel-by-pixel representation 
of the part o f thc picture being worked on. 

An interesting feature of the window is 
that it treats the toolbox as an invisible 
entity, displaying even those parts hidden 
from sight. 

The window is, effectively, a 
magnifying glass of variable strength, 
which is to say it can be used to enlarge a 
defined port ion of a picture, so that it 
occupies the entire screen. Again, the 
magnified image is a( pixel level, though 
the size of the square equating to a pixel 
differs dramatically as the magnification 
changes. At the highest level, 16x normal 
size, the pixels become big, big bits, while 
the area exposed decreases; the opposite 
is true on both accounts at lower 
magnifications, the lowest being 3x 
normal size. It should be apparent that 

Directing towards success 
tari ST owners have waited a long 

m ^ L time for the Andromeda Art 
j f ^ l Director and Film Director to 
0 emerge from Mirrorsoft . Often 

what happens when something takes so 
long to surface as they have done is that 
levels of expectation rise to a point that, 
however good the product, it can never 
match pre-conceived notions. If you arc 
one of those waiting for the packages, I 
can tell you that they are well worth the 
wait. 

A r t Director - £49.95 is a painting 
package par excellence which can do 
everything Deluxe Paint docs on the 
A miga. plus a great deal more, while Film 
Director-£59.95 - is a complex animation 
uti l i ty which provides the tools to draw 
and animate characters in much the same 
way as professional animators. Together. 
A r t Director and Fi lm Director make a 
formidable combination. 

When I used them, both packages were 
wait ing to be copy-protected and their 
manuals completed, f cannot pass much 
comment on the manuals, therefore, as 
they were both in an incipient form but I 
hope that the hand-written comments on 
the typescript of the Ar t Director manual 
wil l be noted by its author, as he seems to 
have omitted a great deal of very basic 
information. Such omissions make some 
facilities difficult to reach. 1 would think, 
(hough, that all would have been dealt 
with by the time the program reaches 
retailers. 

The first thing I noticed about A r t 
Director is its somewhat idiosyncratic 
menu layout. Rather than having its basic 
tools packed away in a vertical menu 

down one side of the screen, it has a 
lateral toolbox which can be slid up and 
down over the work area and toggled 
on/off with the f 10 function key. 

One would think that this unorthodox 
format would mean the toolbox getting in 
the way but it does not. When an area 
obscured by the strip is to be worked on. 
you either shift it to a higher or lower 
position on the display. The idea works 
very well and when you arc accustomed to 
i t . proves to be far more flexible than, say, 
the fixed menu in Macpaint. because it 
means never having to move the cursor 
far from the area being worked on but just 
to select a new brush or pen nib. 

Clicking the right-hand mouse button 
produces four sub-menus along the top of 
the scrccn. They are Desk, File, Easel 
and Modify Brush. Four more can be 
accessed via a command in the pull-down 
menu found under Desk. What you have 
then are Make Brush. Tool , Line and 
Font; they are known,collectively, as Ar t 
Director advanced features. Together 
with the toolbox, the sub-menus contain 
soma of the most powerful design 
functions seen on any home micro. 

Returning to the toolbox, it contains 
the basic items common to virtually all 
painting packages. Without going into too 
much detail, there is a pen for drawing 
freehand, a paintbrush, an airbrush, a 
general f i l l function and a small collection 
of paintbrushes of pre-set sizes. Some 
things not so mundane are two meters to 
control the rate at which paint is applied 
and to enlarge or diminish the area 
covered by the spray f rom an airbrush. 

A t the far left of the toolbox there is a 

With this package the 
ST comes of age. 
Stephen Applebaum 
explains. 

the ability to zoom-in on a painting makes 
not only drawing fine detail easy but also 
increases the possibilities for using 
different shades and hues toexprcss form. 

To make a picture comc to life, artists 
often use different shades of the same 
colour to give the effect of shadows, skin 
tone, contours and. in fact, anything 
which enhances the physical topography 
of a subject. 

It would be ridiculous to use the same 
shade of green throughout a landscape, as 
the picture would appear flat and lifeless. 
For a picture to appear alive, it must have 
form and texture and to produce those, an 
artist requires a comprehensive repertoire 
of colours. 

A facility for mixing colours in a way 
similar to combining oils on a palette 
exists in A r t Director. To give you some 
idea of how this works. I wi l l first explain 
a little about the A ta r i ST colour-
handling. Like virtually all micros, it has 
several screen modes which operate at 
different resolutions. Apart f rom the 
displays, the thing which sets the modes 
apart is the amount of memory each needs 
to function. 

A high-resolution display requires a 
great deal more memory than a low-
resolution one, which means something 
must be forsaken for it to operate. 
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ST GRAPHICS 

Usually what is needed is the number of 
colours which can be present on scrccn 
simultaneously, hcnce Art Director 
utilises the ST low-resolution mode - 320 
x 200 pixels - in which a maximum I ft 
colours can co-cxist at any time. 

Returning to the A n Director Palette 
Control Box, it is a window containing a 
number of sophisticated functions for 
mixing colours into subtly different 
shades and for creating simple animation 
by the quick transposition of colours. 

Colours are made and changed by 
altering the intensity levels of their red, 
green and blue components. They arc the 
three basic colours which constitute a 
television picture. What you are doing 
when forming a colour is altering the 
discharge rates of the red. green and blue 
electron guns of the monitor, so changing 
the brightness of each component. Thus 
colour depends on the intensities of the 
components relative to each other. 

If all that sounds complicated, it is not 
in practice. Art Director allows the 
intensity levels of each component to be 
changed by highlighting a square labelled 
between 0 - low intensity and 7 - high 
intensity. Hall three colours were set at 7. 
the resulting colour would be white, while 
0 would produce black. 

The 16 low-resolution mode colours are 
all represented in the palette window as 
single, individually-coloured strips, 
labelled from 0 to 15. Each strip can be 
selected using the mouse and then its 
colour set in the way described. 

Eight palettes arc available per canvas; 
they arc found in the PCB labelled A to 
H. Only one of the eight can be used at a 
time, however, but sonic interesting 
cffccts can be achieved by jumping from 
one to another using the Cycle Colours 
function found in the Easel menu. 
Cycle colours 

Even before drawing anything, an idea 
of what Cycle Colours does can be gained 
by applying it to one of the four example 
paintings supplied on the Art Director 
program disc, A full screcn vignette from 
Boticclli's Venus makes the best subject; 
the result is surprising, to say the least, as 
Cycle Colours makes her look like 
something straight out of the mind of 
Timothy Lcary - a kind of Boticelli on 
acid. The colour handling is impressive, 
though even that, I think, palls beside its 
extensive set of brush-making functions. 

In addition to the small collection of 
prc-set brushes in the toolbox, new ones 
can be made from pieces cut from 
paintings. They can be of any size, from a 
single pixel to the entire work area, if you 
arc perverse enough to want a brush so 
big. The simplest brush which can be 
excised from a canvas is a rectangular 
one. Unlike the majority of brush-making 
commands, the one for making it is found 
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in the toolbox; all the others are spread 
throughout two Art Director pull-down 
menus. 

Found in the Make Brush menu, part of 
the advanced features repertoire, is a 
cornucopia of spccial brush-making 
functions which puts most other art 
packages to shame. Apart from being 
commands to create brushes, those found 
in the Make Brush menu also produce 
special effects which can. if used properly, 
enhance parts of a picture with very little 
effort on the part of the artist. 

In all 18 kinds of brush can be made, 
four of which are outlines of common 
geometrical figures such as a circle, an 
oval, a rectangle and a square; four more 
commands produce their filled 
equivalents. The 10 remaining functions 
perform tasks far less ordinary than 
drawing shapes, 
Rescale picture 

The option at the top of the list of 
contents in the Make Brush menu is 
Rescalc. Just as its name implies, (his 
function allows any part of a painting to 
be enlarged, reduced, turned upside 
down or rcflcc(cd. Whatever Rcscale is 
used (o do, the portion of canvas affected 
always bccomcs the brush. That does no( 
mean it disappears from the picture but 
rather that it can be used to paint with in 
the normal way. 

S(re(ch, the second selection on the list, 
works in much (he same way as Resealc, 
cxcept that it allows the height and width 
of a figure (o be changed independently of 
each other. I never could manage to make 
either Rescalc or Si retch (o producc the 
desired rcsuh. Whether that was due to 
the manual being incomplete or my lack 
of understanding I do no( know. 
Whatever (he reason. I am sure (hey bo(h 
work. 

One of the weirdest functions of Art 
Director is Distort. In the manual, its 
operation is likened to printing an image 
on (O a rubber sheet and then bending it 
any way you please. In a way, that is 

An Director. 
exactly what the finished result looks like. 
Unfortunately. I think the program 
designers have beep too ambitious there, 
as the result of dis(oning a figure, far from 
being what you would cxpcct. is a mess. I 
managed to make some interesting 
brushes ou( of parts of the face of poor old 
Venus but apart from those, everything 
else was a disaster. 

Of all the brush-making functions in 
Art Director, my favourite is Bulge. It 
gives a portion of a picture a convex or 
concave aspect. The effect of the former is 
rather like inflating a balloon with a 
picture on it. As it is inflated, the picture 
becomes rounder, larger and ultimately 
distorted. The same appearance is 
obtained when Bulge is applied to a 
canvas. 

Another function, Perspect, allows 
brushes to be put inlo true perspective. If 
you arc not sure of its relevance, think of 
holding a book at eye level and rotating it 
slowly in different directions; as it moves, 
the book appears to alter in size because 
its position relative to your eyes is 
changing constantly. Making the same 
appear true on paper is known as 
perspective. 

Medieval artists often ignored 
perspective and if you look at their 
paintings you will see that people arc 
often the same size as the walls of a castle 
or that there is no distinction made 
between objects in the foreground and 
those in the background. Perspect, 
therefore, changes the look of a brush to 
how you would sec it if i( were a thrce-
dimensional object in a three-dimensional 
world. 
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PROGRAMMING • • • • • 
70 Spectrum owners ac-

customed to working 
with only 48K memory -
or even only 16K - the 

thought of 128K must arouse 
excitement but is it not so 
simple as that. Although there 
is 128K of memory inside the 
128K Spectrum and the new 
Spectrum+2, the essential 
memory map remains as it 
was in the 48K models. 

The article by Dick Sargent 
in Your Computer, May, 1986, 
described how you can switch 
in the extra RAM and use it in 
various ways. His techniques 
•involved the use of simple 
machine code routines. Now 
we present some methods ot 
using the extra RAM from ordi-
nary Basic programs. 

The Basic of the 128 pro-
vides a set of commands for 
treating the extra RAM as if it 
were a disc drive. You can 
SAVE!. LOAD!, ERASE!, VER-
IFY! or MERGE! programs or 
data files just as if you have a 
disc drive attached to your 
machine. The computer takes 
care of all the details, such as 
exactly where to store the 
programs or data file, 
where to find them when ^ 
they are required again. -

The advantage of the 
RAM disc, as it is called,1 

is that transfer between 
the RAM disc and the 
main RAM ts extremely 
fast - much faster than ^ 
when using an ordinary 
magnetic disc drive. 

War game programs 
are long and they require 
masses of data. The same 
remarks apply to adventure 
games and many other types 
of programs. 
If a program requires the use 
of tables of data which are re-
ferred to by the computer at 
different stages in the pro-
gram. it is a simple matter to 
store the tables in RAM disc 
as data files and bring them 
down into the main RAM 
whenever they are required. 

That is the principle of the 
overlay. An area of memory is 
set aside specially for receiv-
ing blocks of data - data files 
- brought down from the RAM 
disc. If the blocks are of un-
equal size, the area must be 
big enough to hold the largest. 

128K 
Spectrum to 

the limit 
Audrey and Owen Bishop show that 
there is more to 128K than meets the 

eye. 
Suppose the largest file is 
6,000 bytes long. Allowing for 
the fact that memory from 
address 65368 (UDG) is 
reserved for user-
defined graphics, 
the first 

the start of the overlay area. If 
you are doing a good deal of 
overlaying, it is worth setting 
up a variable, say z, with the 

start address of the 
overlay area - e.g., LET 

z 59368. 

byte of the data file should be 
at 59368. 

At the beginning of the pro-
gram you need the statement 
CLEAR 59367 to set aside that 
overlay area of memory. To 
bring down a file into this area, 
the command is LOAD!"file-
name" CODE 59368. Even a 
very large file is transferred in 
an instant, without apparent 
interruption of the program. 
When a different set of data is 
required, it can be brought 
down to overlay part of, or the 
whole of. the existing data. 

It is best to be systematic 
and always load the data to 

Then the loading command is 
LOAD!"filename"CODE z, 
which reduces program 
length. 

If you have two sets of data 
which will both fit into the over-
lay area at the same time, and 
particularly if you are reading 
data continually from one 
block and storing it in the 
other, you can have both sets 
of data in the block at the same 
time, in different parts of the 
area. You might be doing that 
repeatedly, in a loop - figure 
one - but if there is not suffi-
cient room for both sets of 
data, transfer between RAM 

and RAM disc is so fast that 
you can LOAD! and SAVE! 
data files alternately in a loop 
without appreciable loss of 
speed - figure two. 

Note that in figure two the 
loop includes the SAVE! com-
mand so that data stored in 
RAM disc is updated each 
time round the loop. As a gen-
eral rule, whenever you alter 
data in the overlay area, the 
original file in RAM disc must 
first be erased, then the up-
dated file is re-created in RAM 
disc by using SAVEI 

Although there is plenty of 
memory available in the RAM 
disc, files cannot be loaded 
from tape or Microdrive dir-
ectly into this area. Everything 
has to pass through the main 
RAM on its way to RAM disc. 
The same applies if you need 
to save data from the RAM 
disc to tape or Microdrive. So 
the main RAM acts as a 
bottleneck in the flow of data. 

The solution to 
the problem is to 

, feed the data through 
main RAM a block at a 

time. You require a 
loader program 

like that in figure 
three. This sets 

aside a large area 
« » of main RAM for data 

storage, then reads 
® a block of data from 
- • * tape or cartridge into 

this area. The data is 
then split into sections 
which are SAVEId indi-

, vidually in the RAM disc. 
Other blocks can be loaded 
subsequently and disposed of 
in the same way. 

After that. RAMTOP is 
moved up to allow a longer 
program to be accommo-
dated, yet reserving sufficient 
space at the top of memory 
for the overlay area. Finally, 
the loader program loads the 
main program, which previ-
ously has been saved to run 
automatically by using the 
LINE statement. If you are 
using tape, the loader, the 
data blocks - binary files - and 
the main program must be re-
corded in that order on the 
tape. With Microdrives or disc 
drives there is no problem so 
long as all are on the same car-
tridge or disc. 
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Figure 1. Using overlays in a loop, with two resident data tables. 
Data is transferred from table 2 to table 1, possibly with some 
re-calculation in transfer. Data table 1 consists of 1,000 bytes, 
$0 data 2 begins at 60368. The various data addresses are cal-
culated by expressions not detailed here. 

300 L O A D ! " d a t a l " CODE 5 9 5 6 8 : L O A D ' " d » t a 2 " CODE 60368 
310 FOR j - i TO 20 
320 LET v a l u e • PEEK ( < a d d r « s t i n dat*2>1 
330 LET v a l u e = n c H v i l u e s R E H an u n s p e c i f i e d c a l c u l a t i o n 
340 POKE < a d d r e s s i n d « t < I > , n e H V * l u e 
350 NEXT j 
360"*ERASE ! " d a t a l " I SAVE ' " d a t a l " CODE 3 9 3 6 8 , 1 0 0 0 

It is surprising how easily a 
program can grow to such a 
length that it no longer fits into 
the main RAM. Yet certain 
sections of the program are 
probably used only once or 
very occasionally. There may, 
for example, be a section at 
the beginning of the program 
for selecting options, dimen-
sioning arrays and assigning 
values to variables. That sec-
tion may never be returned to 
again, yet it occupies valuable 
space for the whole of run-
time. 

A program normally con-
sists of a main program which 
calls a number of subroutines. 

make up the bulk of such a 
program yet, at any given time, 
only oneof them is being used. 
The idea of dynamic pro-
gramming is to store each 
subroutine in RAM disc and 
bring it down into main RAM 
only when it is required. The 
working program thus con-
sists of the main program -
short; a number of short sub-
subroutines; and the sub-
routine which is currently in 
use. 

Dynamic programming re-
lies on the MERGE! command. 
All the subroutines it uses are 
stored in RAM disc. They all 
begin with the same line 

Figure 2. Using overlays in a loop with only one table resident 
at any time. Both may be long tables and are loaded to the 
beginning of the overlay. 

3 0 0 FOR J " I TO 2 0 
310 LOAD! " d a t * 2 " CODE S936B: LET v a l u e » PEEK. <<addrut»t. 

i n d * t J ? > ) 
320 LET v a l u e ' n e w v a l u s : REM u n s p e c i f i e d c a l c u l a t i o n 
330 L O A D 1 " d a t a l " CODE 39368 : POKE < a d d r e s * i n d a t a J > , 

n c w v j l u o 
340 E R A S E ! " d a t * l " ; S A V E ' " d * t * l " CODE 5 9 3 6 8 , 5 0 0 o 
350 NEXT j 

In a war game the main pro-
gram consists of a few calls to 
the introductory subroutines -
choice of options - followed 
by a loop which calls the sub-
routines for each phase of the 
game turn. The loop repeats 
for each turn of the game. The 
main program of a war game 
is usually very short, perhaps 
fewer than 20 lines. 

Each subroutine handles a 
self-contained phase of the 
game. Such a subroutine is al-
most a mini-program and so 
may be lengthy. The sub-
routines may call on other sub-
routines for such purposes as 
getting input fo r the keyboard, 
handling displays, or creating 
sound effects. These secon-
dary subroutines, to which we 
will refer as sub-subroutines, 
are each used by several of 
the subroutines and they are 
usually relatively short. 

It is the subroutines which 

number, say 9000, and their 
lines are all numbered in even 
tens. Their first line number is 
greater than any line number 
in the main program and sub-
subroutines. They do not need 
to be the same length. To bring 
a subroutine into action, the 
main program has statements 
of the form: 

MERGE I "newsnb": GO SUB 9000 

The main program consists 
of statements of this type. 
Subroutines merge virtually in-
stantaneously. with no appa-
rent delay in the running of the 
program and subroutines. 

When a subroutine is 
merged, its lines replace those 
of the same line number be-
longing to the subroutine 
which was merged previously. 
If the previous subroutine was 
longer than the new one. the 
final lines of the previous sub-
routine will still be there at the 

end of the program. They will 
not be used, of course, since 
there is a RETURN at the end 
of the new subroutine. After 
the program has been running 
for a time, its length is that of 
the main program, plus all the 
sub-subroutines plus the 
longest subroutine. 

Before a subroutine is 
merged, it is transferred from 
RAM disc to the area of 
memory following the resident 
program. That area must be 
big enough to accommodate 
the longest subroutine - figure 

the complete subroutine be-
fore it is called. The economy 
of memory here is that by 
merging short sections, we do 
not need to allow so much 
space for the merging pro-
cess. 

Daisy-chaining is the 
method we use for putting the 
subroutines into RAM disc. 
Each subroutine is saved on 
tape or cartridge as a separate 
program. Before saving it, we 
type-in an extra program line 
at the start of each subroutine. 
For the subroutine called 

four. Thus it is the length of 
the longest subroutine which 
restricts the amount of 
memory available for the main 
program and subroutines. 

To overcome the restriction, 
some long subroutines may be 
held in RAM disc in sections, 
each starting at line 9000, and 
merged and called one at a 
time. Other subroutines may 
be unavoidably long, especi-
ally when they consist mainly 
of a long program loop. 

They can also be held in 
RAM disc as two or more sec-
tions but their line numbers are 
consecutive blocks - 9000-
9090, 9100-9190, and so on. 
The sections are each merged 
one after the other, building 

"thisone", and using tape, the 
line would be; 
8995 SAVE!"thisone":LOAD 

"nextone" 

Using cartridges, this would 
be: " 
899S SAVE S'thisone": LOAD* 

"m" ; l ; "n« tone" 

Each subroutine is then saved 
under its own name: 

SAVE'thisone" LINE 8996 

We build a series of sub-
routines, each of which runs 
when loaded, saves itself in 
RAM disc, and then loads the 
next in the daisychain - figure 
five. The first of the sub-
routines is loaded by the final 
statement in the loader pro-

Figure 3. Outline of typical loader program. All large data blocks 
have been saved to tape previously so as to load to address 
40000. 
10 CLEAR 39999 
20 tOAD - f l r s t r i a t a " CODE 
30 SAVE 1 " t a b l e t * CODE 4 0 0 0 0 , 1 0 0 0 ; S A V E ! " t a b 1e2" CODE 
4 1 0 0 0 , 5 0 0 : S A V E ! " t a b 1 ® 3 " CODE 4 1 3 0 0 , 3 0 0 0 : REM and so o n . . 
40 LOAD " s e c o n d d a t a " CODE 
SO S A V E ' " t a b l e t ? " CODE 4 0 0 0 0 , 3 0 0 0 : S A V E ! " t a b l » 1 3 " CODE 
4 3 0 0 0 , 1 0 0 : S A V E ' " t a b l e l 4 - CODE 4 3 1 0 0 , 4 5 0 0 : REM and o n , 
60 REM p o s t t i b l y more LOADinq and SAVE! lnq 
70 CLEAR 393A7 
80 LOAD " p r o g r a m " 
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Figure 4. Stages in merging a subroutine. The memory map of 
the critical case - merging the longest subroutine. The diagram 
ignores stored variables, stacks and so on. 
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merged, too, and they may 
possibly have been assigned 
different values in previous 
running of the program. Vari-
able values may change mys-
teriously, in a way which 
suggests that there are ghosts 
at work in the computer. The 
solution is to type CLEAR be-
fore you save a subroutine on 
to tape or cartridge. That rids 
the subroutine of all its vari-

gram. The last subroutine in 
the daisychain loads the main 
program, which has also been 
saved to run automatically. 

if you are using tape, the pro-
grams must be saved in the 
order, loader, data files - if any 
- subroutines - in daisychain 
order - main program. With 
cartridges or disc drive it is 
much simpler to put them all 
on the same cartridge or disc. 

One of the features of merg-
ing is that it also merges any 

variables associated with the 
merged program. If they have 
the same names as existing 
variables, the values they had 
with the merged program re-
place their existing values. 
That can lead to difficulty, par-
ticularly with variables set at 
the beginning of a program 
which are supposed to retain 
their value for the whole of run-
time. 

When a subroutine is 
merged its variables are 

ables and so exorcises the 
ghosts. 

• Audrey and Owen Bishop 
are the authors of two new war 
games. Gallipoli and Zulu, 
published for Spectrum and 
Amstrad computers by Cases 
Computer Simulations Ltd. 
They are also authors o f War-
gaming on the Amstrad pub-
lished this autumn by Argus 
Books Ltd. 

Figure 5. Loading daisy-chained subroutines. 
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Probably the best joysticks in the world 

O 
The Explosive Joystick 

Compatible with ZX Spectrum,l6k.48k,l28k.+2, 
Commodore 64. Vic 20. Amstrad. Atari, etc. 
At only £8.95 the features on the 12b are second to none 
Besides its unique internal structure, built to withstand 
immense punishment from even the most vigorous games 
ptayer. the joystick contains no less than (our extremely 
sensitive lire buttons, Two are housed in the handgrip 
which has been moulded lor extra comfort and ease 
of operation The tngger finger fire button provides 
ease and comfort for your linger and the top fire 
button is contoured to fit your thumb for sure liro 
shooting. The base fire buttons are positioned lor extra 

control and two hand tiring whether you are 
nght or left handed 
A built in auto-fire switch provides continuous 
shooting at the touch of a fire button. 
Including Spoctrum+2 Soloctor Connector. 
The 125 comes complete with a full 12 months warranty 
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PCE-A COMPUTER 
FOR THOSE WITH MORE 
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ONLY £499 

Once upon a time 
you needed more money than 

sense to buy the best PC. 
Now, with a little sense and a lot less 
money, you can buy an even better PC from 
OPUS — the remarkable new Turbo-speed PC n . 
At just £499 it's a generation ahead of any 
IBM- compatible you've ever seen. 
With turbo-processing up to three times faster than 
the IBM PC/XT, outstanding compatibility and a quite 
amazing specification, the PC n is a new price and 
performance pacesetter. 

It'll handle all leading software written for the IBM PC. 
it's built to strict American FCC standards and it's 
available with a host of expansion options which leave 
the competition standing — motherboard expansion 
to 1 Mb creating hard disk performance 384K RAM 
disk, 2nd floppy, Winchester and colour monitor 
options.You can even select the latest fully-licensed 
3.2 versions of MsDos and GW Basic. 
Just £499 now buys you a new generation of 
PC-compatible with an unbeatable specification. 

^ 0737 65080 

Fully IBM compatible 16-bit micro 

4.77/8 MHz Turbo-processing 

360K floppy disk drive 

High resolution monochrome 
monitor with tilt and swivel base 
Hercules-compatible 
monochrome graphics card. 

Quality AT-style U.K. spec, 
keyboard 
Highly compatible legal BIOS 

• 256K of RAM expandable on 
motherboard to 1Mb creating 
super fasl384K RAM disk 

• 8 expansion slots 

• Parallel printer and joystick 
interfaces 

• Security lock 

• Real time clock/calendar with 
battery back-up 

• 150 watt U. L. approved power 
supply 

With all this and 12 months free warranty, a low-cost maintenance option 
and guaranteed 72-hour delivery, the PC n not only makes more sense it 
leaves you with a lot more of your money. 
Call Opus now on 0737 6 5 0 8 0 for full details of the amazing PC O 
the IBM-compatible that's a generation ahead. Generous education and 

ovemment discounts available. Dealer and export enquiries welcomed, 
rice exclusive of VAT and carriage. 

9' 
P 

Opus Supplies Ltd, 
55 Ormside Way, 
Holmethorpe Industrial Estate, 
Redhill, SURREY RH1 2LW. 

Opus. 
• A . ()j>«!> Supplk-N l td 
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Computers in action this month goes on the buses 
to see how the problems of traffic jams, road works 

and breakdowns are being tackled by London 
Buses with the use of a new computer system. 
Armed only with a travel card and a bus map, 
n John Barnes reports. 

W/k 
m M m aiting for a bus is an experience 

J M s f common to all, as is the feeling of 
B M B frustration caused by waiting for an 
• J indefinite period at a bus stop for a 
W I bus already late - and shows no sign of 

arriving in the immediate future. 
That is a daily problem for London 

Buses Ltd, not because of inefficiency in 
the administration or the scheduling, but 
because of the problem timetabling a bus 
route in a large urban area presents. Traf-
fic has become so unpredictable in Lon-
don that the same road can have com-
pletely different traffic flow characteris-
tics on two consecutive days with no 
apparent explanation. 

Such problems result in buses running 
late and in rapid succession, which is not 
good for the operator or the passengers. 
London Buses is well aware of the prob-
lems and at present is conducting an 
experiment on a busy central London 
route in an attempt to rectify difficulties 
which have been the scourge of commut-
ers and operators alike. 
Busco 

The E1.8 million pilot scheme is called 
The Bus Communications and Control 
System, BUSCO. it also incorporates a 
passenger information network - Pas-
senger Information at Bus Stops, or PIBS 
- designed to increase passenger confi-
dence in the accuracy of timetables - and 
to prevent customers being lost - by dis-
playing accurate limes of arrival. 

The system diagram - figure one -
illustrates how BUSCO works. Each bus 
is equipped with a certain amount of 
electronic equipment - a microcomputer 
which monitors and drives the functions 
of the other on-bus units, a radio which 
serves as the transmitter and receiver 
between the bus and the control centre; 
the loop detecting device which receives 
the signal from the road loop and 
hodometer which logs the distance 

travelled since the last loop; the running 
number reader which identifies the 
different buses: a driver display and 
keyboard unit which allows each driver to 
receive and transmit coded messages to 
the control centre and a loudspeaker; 
and a microphone unit which enables the 
driver to speak to the controller. 

In addition, on bus equipment a series 
of road loops are placed at strategic 
points along the route.m such as turning 
points and route dividing points. The 
route also has a number of aerials and 
transmitters to maintain contact between 
the buses and the control centres. 

There are two control centres, a local 
one at Peckham garage where the route 
36 is based and the central computer at 
the London Buses control centre in Baker 
Street. 
More competition 

The heart of the system is the central 
computer which maintains constant con-
tact with the buses and also interrogates 
them, through the radio link. Information 
is compiled about the movements of 
each bus so that the computer knows the 
identity of the bus with which it is com-
municating and its destination and posi-
tion along the route. Those details are 
transmitted to the local control centre, 
where the route controller can assess 
how close to schedule each bus is run-
ning. 

That is accomplished easily by analys-
ing the information sent to the computer 
terminal at the Peckham centre. The ter-
minal displays the entire route indicating 
where the different road loops are 
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I 
situated. The information is displayed in 
diagramatic form, indicating each indi-
vidual loop and a list of the bus running 
numbers which have just passed but not 
yet reached the next road loop. It is also 
capable of indicating which buses are not 
running but are stationary at stands. 

If the controller can see any necessary 
adjustments to the route, such as the traf-
fic flow causing several buses to bunch, 
the alterations can be decided on and the 
drivers informed of the changes the con-
troller requires. Those instructions are 
sent to the bus and are displayed on the 
small screen in the driver's cab. If there is 

e 
a query with the revisions, the driver can 
contact the controller through the radio 
link. 

Similarly if the controller needs to 
question a bus driver, the radio proves an 
efficient way of resolving problems along 
the route. 

The second half of the system involves 
the display of up-to-date route inform-
ation at bus stops. PlBS makes use of the 

same data as the BUSCO central com-
puter but uses it in a different way. PlBS is 
the latest addition to the two-year-old 
BUSCO system and represents a sig-
nificant advance in passenger services. 

Each of the ten stops are equipped 
with a computer-generated display 
which indicates to passengers at stops 
the estimated arrival t ime of the next two 
buses on the route. The information is 
transmitted to stops by route control 
system and is displayed as a series of 
messages which are updated every 
minute. 

All London routes? 
The advantages to passengers such 

information provides is invaluable in 
terms of the time saving it offers. If you 
were told that your bus would be arriving 
at the stop in 10 minutes, any last-minute 
shopping could be done or, if the weather 
was particularly unpleasant, you could go 
to a cafe. 
That type of sen/ice to customers also 
helps London Buses Ltd to compete 
more successfully with direct com-
petitors such as the Underground or 
taxis, which often capitalise on bad traffic 
conditions or the lateness of buses by 
attracting potential passengers who have 
grown tired of waiting. 

The BUSCO system has been 
developed entirely by London Transport 
engineers with the experience gained 
from the two earlier bus control systems. 

nn bus EauipmEfiT 
1 Aerial 
2 BUSCO Cab dtsp/ay&keyboard 
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Loop detector 
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the Bus Electronic Scanning Indicator 
and the Computer Automated Radio 
Location Aid. 

Trials of the whole PlBS system started 
in early August and were due to be com-
pleted by the end of November, when the 
results will be analysed and conclusions 
drawn about the effectiveness of the 
system. 

The project on the 36 route has been 
designed to test the system under real 
operating conditions and the results will 
be used to determine whether BUSCO 
and PlBS could be used successfully on 
other busy central London routes. At pre-
sent the likelihood of it is promising. The 
monitoring of the buses is proving to be 
extremely accurate and route efficiency 
is much improved. Surveys conducted by 
London Buses Ltd have shown that pas-

Demonstration. 
sengers are impressed by the increased 
efficiency but, when asked if they think it 
is attributable to anything in particular, 
none has heard of BUSCO or PlBS. which 
illustrates how successful it is. 

Impressive 
When we decided to test the system, 

the result was impressive. Waiting at one 
of the 36 bus stops showed just how 
accurate the information displayed there 
was. Of the 20 buses we monitored from 
the stop, the biggest discrepancy 
between arrival time and the time dis-
played on the information board was no 
more than one minute either side. 

That performance, when compared to 
a non-BUSCO/PIBS route, allowed no 
room for comparison, as the timetable 
displayed on the bus stop bore only a 
vague resemblance to the arrival t ime of 
buses. 

With such impressive results, let us 
hope the results of the London Buses Ltd 
survey prove as successful and that the 
scheme will be extended to other central 
London routes - and perhaps eventually 
to all. 
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The new Hitachi 2500$ CDROM Optical D/D 
with combined audio and data storage. 

/

t was always thought likely that 
computers would reduce the need 
for paper. The argument was that 
data would be held on magnetic 

media, discs and tapes instead. Data 
could be transmitted between computers 
by telephone and be brought to the 
screen whenever needed. The reverse 
has happened, with computer printers 
having an insatiable appetite for paper. 
Each year more trees are felled to meet 
the demand, with no end in sight - until 
now. 

Recent developments have produced 
a means of storing data which is one 
hundred times cheaper than paper. It is 

ROM WITH A VIEW 
the humble compact disc player to the 
rescue of the world 's forests and the real 
excitement is the way they will work with 
personal computers. 

The technology which does it is called 
CDROM - Compact Disc Read-Only 
Memory. All it takes is a simple, mass-
produced compact disc player. Connect 
it to your personal computer and insert 
the database disc of your choice and you 
have unprecedented power over 
knowledge. 

Mankind has been incrementing his 
total knowledge exponentially since the 
dawn of civilisation. The time is long past 
when all that knowledge could be 
handled easily. It has led to greater and 
greater specialisation in society, f rom 
education through to job function. The 
age of the renaissance man is a forgotten 
dream. 

Now for the first t ime man will be able 
quickly, cheaply and easily to handle the 
world's knowledge. The implications and 
consequences are too great as to be 
even vaguely comprehensible. The fact 
is that civilisation will shortly undergo a 
revolution comparable to the invention of 
printing. 

High speed 
The compact disc drives used are 

identical to the music ones, which now 
cost less than £200 complete with case 
and power supply, ready to plug into 
your hi-fi system. A naked drive costs 
less than £100 to manufacture. 

The music CD mechanism has a 
high-speed digital-to-analogue 
converter chip which makes music from 
a stream of ones and noughts. It was 
intended initially that the computer 
version would replace it with an error-
detection and correction chip. Now it 
seems likely that both chips will be 

Soon the compact disc player will affect computers, 
as well as hi-fi. Bruce Everiss reports. 

included, so that a drive becomes 
multi-purpose. 

A single disc is 120mm. (4.72in.) in 
diameter, weighs 0.7 of an ounce and 
has a single track some three miles long. 
The disc contains 550MB of data. Put in 
perspective that is about 10 
Encyclopaedia Britannicas or 1,200 
standard 5'/i in. floppy discs - all on one 
disc. 

Indexing 

A difficulty with such enormous 
quantities of data is error-detection and 
correction. To that end a very 
sophisticated error-correction encoder 
is used to encrypt the data before it is put 
on the disc. The data is then de-
encrypted by the special chip when it is 
read. That gives a hard bit error rate 
expected to be as good as 10E-25. Put 
another way it equals one undetected 
wrong bit in a stack of bare discs one 
billion miles high. 

Another consideration is the indexing 
of huge amounts of data. Take the A t o Z 
of London and fewer than half the pages 
are street plans - in other words, data; 
more than half is the indexing needed to 
make that data usable. With CDROM. the 
more usable the data needs to be, the 
more space is taken by indexing. It is an 
area where artificial intelligence 
techniques will be very useful. Already 
much is being done in this area. 

For speed. CDROM is somewhere 
between floppy and hard discs. Typical 
average radial access times are 500ms 
or m o r e - hard disc 5 0 m s - with a latency 
of about 100ms - hard disc 8 ms. Data 
transfer rates are 1,3Mbit/sec. for 

CDROM compared to 250Kbit/sec. for 
floppies and 5Mbit/sec. for hard discs. 
The track density of a CDROM is 
enormous at 16.000 tracks per inch, 
compared to fewer than 100 on floppies 
or the several hundred per inch on a hard 
disc. 

CDROM will be able to handle still and 
moving images in both black-and-white 
and colour. Sound can be two separate 
tracks or stereo, either integrated with 
the previously-mentioned images or 
separate. Computer data can be either 
digital program files or digital information 
files. 

Publishing 

To handle all this requires a powerful 
operating system. Microsoft and Digital 
Research, the industry giants, have not 
yet released suitable systems, though 
both are thought to have them developed 
and awaiting launch. In the meantime. 
Microsoft has added extensions to 
MS-DOS which allows it to access 
CDROM. TMS Research Inc. has 
available Laserdos, which works 
alongside either PC-DOS or MS-DOS. 

All this system software and hardware 
will require data on which to work. To that 
end there has been much buying of 
CDROM rights to the world's databases, 
to the extent that virtually everything 
obvious is now spoken for. In other 
words, publishers are waiting to give us 
the total of human knowledge on 
compact disc. 

Foremost among them is Robert 
Maxwell. His Pergamon Press has been 
in electronic publishing for years and he 
takes a keen interest in all areas of 
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information technology. Pergamon 
Infoline is the on-line database division 
and it has set up Compact Solution 
which offers a CDROM publishing 
service to third parties. It is under the 
control of Jim McConochie, the man 
who set up Mirrorsoft. 

The CDROM revolution will be all the 
more significant because all the data will 
be attached to a computer. That means 
that data will not just be accessed and 
read, like a book. It means that data 
processing can be done on the data by 
the computer. Programs will access and 
make use of enormous quantities of 
human knowledge. The possibilities are 
endless. 

If you had a huge quantity of data and 
wanted to publish your own disc there 
would be two costs. First, encrypting and 
mastering which would be from about 
C2,000 - £4.000 depending on the form 
of the data. Second, disc production 
would cost from C4-C8 per unit 
depending on the volume being 
produced. 

Endless possibilities 
So far we have looked at CDROM as a 

pure knowledge engine. Though the 
potential is enormous, there is even 
more. The multi-media capabilities, 
when applied to entertainment, promise 
endless possibilities. CDROM will form 
the heart of the integrated electronic 
home entertainment environment of the 
future. When applied to education in the 
form of interactive learning, the potential 
is revolutionary. The combination of 
enormous quantities of information 
connected to computers capable of 
presenting it in an easily-assimilated 
form is very powerful indeed. CDROM 
could replace the teaching profession. 

The proposed multi-media CDROM 
standard was invented by Philips and is 
known as CDI - compact disc interactive. 
The man in charge of this in Europe is 
Byron Turner, who used to help run 
CDR 1500S standalone. 

CDR 2500 built-in CDROM. 
Activision. 

Another form of computer laser disc is 
the WORM - Write Once Read Many -
although it is not a mass-produced 
consumer durable like CDROM. WORM 
promises to be much more expensive for 
the foreseeable future but it has its 
applications in certain areas of 
commerce and science. 

The main proponents of CDROM are 
Philips, Sony and Hitachi. All three 
already produce expensive systems for 
computer use. Current systems are IBM 
PC-compatible internal or external 
mounting or SCSI - Small Computer 
Standard Interface. 

The Atari ST has always had a built-in 
DMA - Direct Memory Access -
controller which is there principally to 
connect a CDROM. Jack Tramiel has 
been unable to buy naked drives in the 
quantity and at the price necessary to 

offer it as a low-cost option, which 
obviously remains his ultimate intention. 
Amstrad is well-posit ioned to enter the 
arena as it is already big in hi-fi, CD and 
personal computers. 

More information on CDROM is 
available in a massive book, The New 
Papyrus. It contains papers written by 
world experts on all aspects of the 
forthcoming revolution. Published by 
Microsoft, it is considered essential 
reading for anyone involved. 

The significance of the area is 
highlighted when an important senior 
software industry boss like Hugh Reece 
Parnall leaves a comfortable job with 
Activision to set up as a CDROM 
consultant. 

Already working 
Finally, let us look at a possible 

application which highlights the new 
capabilities. Take a microcomputer, 
f loppy disc. CDROM and inertial 
reference platform - total cost a few 
hundred pounds. Connect them and fit 
them to your car. Put in the compact disc 
containing information on roadworks 
and bottlenecks. 

Tell it where you want to g o - it already 
knows where you are. A few seconds 
later the opt imum route appears. If you 
dislike it and ask for an alternative, it 
takes a few more seconds. Then you 
start, the computer telling you when to 
turn left or right and so on. it even warns 
you if you go off course. 

If that sounds like science fiction, you 
will bo interested to know that this 
system is already working in prototype 
form. 
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First ever "MIDI, MICROS & MUSIC" book with all you need 
to know about using your home computer and MIDI 
instruments to make music - from creating sounds, 
composing and recording to notation and even pictures to 
music! 

Send or phone TODAY for your FREE 
MIDI book and you'll also rocctvo full 
details plus discount voucher for 
EMR MIDITRACK - an unrivalled 
music system used in homes, 
schools and studios 
worldwide. 
Used with BBC. SPECTRUM. 
COMMODORE, MSX. AMSTRAD, 
PCW or IBM micros and ANY 
mldi instrument. 

SEND FREE OFFER COUPON TODAY 
I Name 

| Address. 

Postcode 
TO: ELECTR0MUSIC RESEARCH LTD. 14 MOUNT CLOSE 
WICKFORD, ESSEX SS11 8HG. Tel: 0702 335747 anytime. J 

THE VOLEX TELETEXT-TELESOFTWARE ADAPTOR 
FOR USE WITH SPECTRUM. PBC & AMSTRAD MODELS 
FREE COMPUTER PROGRAMS INSTANT SPORTS RESULTS CONSTANT TV. UPDATE 
A WORLD OF INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERS 

TELETEXT 
Extra information available day or night wtiilst television transmitters are on air and 
without any charge can now be enjoyed without the need of having a special 
Teletext T.V set. All you need is to plug in your VOLEX ADAPTOR to receive 4-Tel 
from Channel 4. CEEFAX or ORACLE services. 
TELESOFTWARE 
Telesoftv/are is the name for computer programs which are broadcast on Teletext. 
Thus they may be loaded OFF AIR into the appropriate micro computer instead of 
being loaded trom say TAPE or DISC. Both Channel 4 and BBC are broadcasting 
Telesoftware, however there are the following limitations:-
(a). Spectrum Adaptor:- All Teletext Channels but Channel 4 Telesoftware only. 
(b). BBC Adaptor:- Afl Teletext Channels but BBC Telesoftware only. 
(c). Amstrad Adaptor:- All Teletext Channels, Channel 4 Telesoftware programs 
and BBC Telesoltware data files including the Education Newsletter. 
*Channel 4 is currently expanding its Telesoftware programs particularly 
CP/M based material. 
Because of the special nature of Teletext these programs are frequently 
updated-So you will not see the same thing each time you run the program. 
STORING PAGES 
With the Wex Adaptor it is possible to send received pages to your printer or to 
disc or cassette for storage and later recovery. 
EASY TO SET UP AND USE 
A simple procedure tunes the Volex Adaptor to your local teletext channels. 
All loading of Telesoftware is via an index page which the Adaptor will 
automatically lind and display tor you. Absolutely no modification is necessary 
to T.V. or Computer. 
*User friendly-built in disc/tape and printer routines. 
•Comprehensive User Guide included. 
*?nd Processor Compatible (BBC Version) 
•Incorporates Custom gale array and Crystal controlled Data Slicer. 
*Free Power Supply included. 

r Smnpty v<Tric out you' 0«JCf and DOS! lo 
VOlEX ELECTRONICS. STOWEU TECHNICAL PARK. FCClESNSWRCAn SAI FORD, MS2XH TEL.061 7365822 
1 enclose cnequa'PO. paya!*; to VOLEX ELECTRONCS 
OH Chiirgo my ACCt.SS/BAfClAYCARDAftSA numbr-t 

\~m 

NAME 
AOOHESS. 

• £79.99(SPECTRUM) I6-48K 
E89.99 (BSC) Model B ELECTRONICS 

I £89.99 (AMSTRAD) 464. 664. 6128 
* NVMOH or VOLEX anour »IC. 
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LETTERS 

Commodore 
conversion? 
Recently I bought an Amstrad 
6128 which I intend to use for 
programming, i already own a 
Commodore 64 plus MPS SOI 
matrix printer and I would like 
to know if it is possible to 
contieel the MPS 801 to the 
Amstrad for program listings. 
The MPS 801 is a six-pin serial 
but has. or so I am to ld, a 
built-in processor designed for 
Commodore computers only. 

Kevin Price, 
Scarborough. 

Editor's reply: While this kind 
of conversion is theoretically 
possible, the time, cost and 
effort involved do nor make it a 
worthwhile option. You would 
be he tier buying an Amstrad-
compatible printer or. failing 
that, contacting Commodore 
and Amstrad to find exactly 
how you would make the 
conversion. 

Daisy or dot? 
I am the owner of a BBC 
computer. I recently acquired 
a copy of Wordwise and am 
now eagerly word processing. 
My problem iswhich printer to 
buy. 1 wil l be using my word 
processor mostly for letter-
writing. Would it he better to 
buy a dot matrix or daisywheel 
printer? I am looking at a 
maximum price of about £300. 
Can you recommend the best 
buy? 

D. Jones, 
London NI6. 

Editor's reply: For your 

immediate requirements a 
daisywheel printer would be the 
obvious choice hut it is not so 
versatile as a dot matrix printer 
and is more expensive. 

The variety of printers 
available makes it impossible to 
recommend any particular one, 
but any dot matrix printer with 
Epson compatibility would he 
a good buy-you should expect 
to pay between £200 and £250. 
If you want a daisywheel 
printer, the Brother 11 RIO is a 
good buy. 

Legal question 
I keep a file of addresses of 
computer companies on 
record cards. I am thinking of 
computerising it but under the 
Data Protection Act . 1986, 
would 1 need a licence? Would 
I also need a liccncc lo cover a 
telephone book of my friends' 
numbers? Al t things are for 
private use only. 

Simon Collins, 
Krawaton, 

North Devon. 

Editor's reply: The Data 
Protection Act requires all data 
users - anyone storing personal 
information about others to 
register as a data user. All home 

computer owners, unless they 
play only games, are data 
users. The problem is whether 
or not the information held on 
the machines is personal. 

If you are a home user and 
store names and addresses on 
your machine you are exempt 
from the Act but there are 
certain restrictions relating to 
who sees the data. The best 
course for anyone who feels 
uncertain about the nature of 
the data stored on their 
machines is to contact the Data 
Protection Registrar, 
Springfield House, Water 
I.ane, Wilmslow, Cheshire 
SK95AX. 

Which Amstrad? 
I help in a local voluntary 
organisation which produces a 
monthly news booklet. We 
have finally obtained enough 
money to buy a computer to 
assist in the production of the 
publication but do not know 
which computer to buy. 

The choice has been 
narrowed to the two Amstrad 
machines - the PC 1512 and 
the PCW 8256. hut we do not 
know which is more suitable 
for oui needs. Perhaps you 
could help resolve this 
dilemma. Mrs. Davies. 

Wendover Dean, 
Bucks. 

Editor's reply: If you compare 
the cost of using the two 
machines for word processing 
that should help make up your 

mind. The Pi' W is supplied 
with a dor matrix printer and 
the necessary software -
Locoscript-for £399excluding 
VAT. 

The Amstrad PC, however, 
has no word processing 
software included in the £399 
package and does not have a 
printer. Those extras would 
increase the cost of setting 
yourself up to produce the 
magazine. With the prospect of 
desk-top publishing soon to be 
released for the PCW. your 
£399 would be better spent on 
the #250. 

In effect, that means you 
have no need for more 
expenditure, although a 
publishing system of some kind 
would save a great deal of time. 

MAN LOGIC By NEIL BRADLEY 

RRE100 NUTS. Mf)N LOGIC ? 
ITS CHRtST/VWS ft NO 

YOU'RE WORKING» 

DON T TALK TO 
ME RBOUT CHRlSTMftS! 
LOOK ffT RLL THIS 

STUPID SNOW ON MY 
LOGIC MACHINE i 

m m 
0 

O 

YOU NEVER \ KNOW WHERE 
YOU RE TRERDtNG-f J 
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am not really ready to 
tcl! you about this 
month's dream machine 
yet. I am stiii dreaming 

about the Cray range of super-
computers. arguably the most 
powerful commercial main-
frame computers in tile world. 
As Cray has not been kind 
enough to lend mc one of its 
supercomputers, you wil l have 
to let me keep dreaming, as 
thai i l about the only way I 
shall even get near one of the 
machines. 

The problem is not only that 
I do not have the money-even 
Apple Computer could afford 
only one machine - or that I do 
not have a spare few hundred 
square feel of office space. 

Even the fact that moving 
one of them outside its native 
U.S. requires a special clear-
ance permit from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
could not stop the all-powerful 
Your Computer Dream 
Machine review team. No. the 
real problem is that I would not 
have the slightest idea what to 
do with it. 
Space Shuttle 

It is like an automotive jour-
nalist trying to think how to go 
about doing a road lest of the 
space shuttle. Wc in the dream 
machine business have many 
talents hut reviewing com-
puters which measure their 
capacity in megaflops is not 
one of them. 

"MegaWhats?," I hear you 
saying. A mcgaflop is a mea-
surement of how many mil l ion 
floating point operations a 
second a given supercomputer 
can carry-out. To give you an 
idea of how much raw comput-
ing power thai represents, the 
average laboratory mainframe 
computer at a university puts 
out about half a mcgaflop. 

The likes of the Cray X M P 
and the company's other super-
computers are in the 50-mega-
flops-plus league, and fast 
pushing for two gigaflops by 
the turn of the century. For 
those who may not remember 
tlicir mathematics, agigaflopis 
1,000 megaflops. 

As there is no possibility of 
mc using such a machine, it is 
probably worth telling you the 
kind of uses to which such 
equipment is being put - and 
that docs not includc playing 

The Cray XMP14 

Heaven sent 
Probably the most powerful computer in the world, the 

Cray XMP is one of the machines behind the button. 
Geof Wheelwright looks at this ultimate dream 

machine. 
the ultimate version of Elite. 
Cray computers have two 
major constituencies at the 
moment, the computer 
graphics industry and the 
aerospace/military commun-
ity 

The former uses Cray 
machines to produce much of 
the stunning computer 
graphics special effects you see 

in films and television. In con-
junction with a dedicated 
graphics system such as the 
IMI-500, Cray machines 
played a pari in realising ihe 
instrument panels of both the 
Knight Rider car and the Air-
wolf helicopter, as well as 
many of the striking space 
scenes in ihe film The Last Star-
fighter. 

in an article last year in ( om-
puter Pie tares, a U.S.-based 
computer graphics journal, 
Los Angeles-based Digital 
Productions explained that i l 
used a Cray X M P in conjunc-
tion with three IMI-500 graphic 
systems and a Digital Equip-
ment V A X machine. 

To plan the motion in a given 
animated sequence. Digital 
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• Left: Seymour R L'ruy DREAM MACHINE 

uses an IMI-500 and the V A X 
to build the elements which wil l 
make up the motion. The V A X 
wil l then describe that as a 
series of numeric matrices - I 
told you this was high-level 
stuff but it becomes less com-
plicated in a minute - to the 
Cray XMP. which does the 
number-crunching necessary 
to get quick and accurate wire-
frame representations of the 
scene. 

Cray Equipment 
The most powerful use of the 

Cray equipment, however, is 
one you or 1 are scarcely likely 
ever to see. It is supercomput-
ers like the Cray which arc 
expected to drive the Strategic 
Defense Initiative - or Star 
Wars, as it is more commonly 
known - and provide the kind 
of speed and power which wi l l 
be needed to calculate which 
nuclear missiles are going 
where and at which exact point 
a laser beam needs to intercept 
them. 

Star Wars is envisioned as 
some kind of global clay pigeon 
shoot, except that all the clay 
pigeons wil l be let loose at 

The Cray 2 

once, wil l be moving over a 
vast distance and must he hit by 
more than one gun at a time if 
the world is to remain safe. 

Designing the computers to 
do such work - never mind the 
software, which is a nightmare 
all its own - wil l require atten-
tion not only to speed and 
power but also to reliability. 
That factor means that some 
critical components of the next 
generation of supercomputers 
may not use the humble silicon 
chip at al! but instead the gal-
lium arsenide processor. 

Galium arsenide 
Major computer manu-

facturers like Cray, Spcrry and 
I B M arc all looking at the gal-
l ium arsenide chip because it 
offers the important advantage 
of being largely radiation-resis-
tant. So in a nuclear exchange, 
the side launching its first strike 
would have to do so in the cer-
tain knowledge that even a 
close-proximity strike on the 
hardened missile silo contain-
ing the supercomputer would 
not necessarily knock out con-
trol of the nuclear equipment 
held by the target country. 

On a slightly less sombre 
note, we should point out that 
supercomputers can be and are 
used in the aircraft design 
industry, where flight simula-
tion means more than just 
drawing a few runways and 
some background on a com-
puter scrccn. In a pre-design 
test of a new aircraft, the ability 
to use the kind of computing 
power offered by the Cray to 
the massive number of possible 
conditions it might experience 
is essential. 

A t any rate. I digress. You 
may now know two uses of this 
particular dream machine but 
it is also important that you 
appreciate how select and elite 
the group which uses the 
machine has become. 

US Government 
1 mentioned that the U.S. 

government looks closcly at all 
pssible purchasers of Cray 
equipment and that inspection 
also extends lo users of the 
machine. When the University 
of London Computer Centre 
wanted to move a sccond-hand 
("rav 1 computer from Har-
well. negotiations were needed 

between the British Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry 
and the American Department 
of Commerce. 

The U.S. government is con-
cerned that in a university 
establishment there would not 
be sufficiently light controls oi l 
who could and could not use of 
t he the country's leading super-
computers. 

According to a recent article 
in the New Scientist, export 
regulations issued in the U.S. 
earlier this year prevent 
foreign owners of American 
supercomputers issuing 
passwords to nationals of 19 
prescribed countries. Lucki ly, 
the U . K . is not on that list. 
Imagine having to show your 
passport every time you 
wanted to use the computer. 

Like all good dreams, how-
ever, my reveries about the 
world of supercomputers must 
end as 1 leave Cray to the seri-
ous business of defending the 
free world from missile attacks, 
animating ever-better space 
creaturcs and keeping the 
world's new aircraft from fal-
ling from the skies - while I go 
back to sleep. 
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COMPETITION 

WIN A MAGNUM) THE 
LONG-AWAITED JOYSTICK • 

E M H E f f l 
More normally associated with 

high-quality budget games, 

Mastertronic is hoping that its 

radically different joystick will 

establish it in that sector. Due to be 

released soon, costing £14.95, the 

Magnum is compatible with all 

computers which use a standard 

Atari-type joystick port. 

In this competition Your Computer, 
in conjunction with Mastertronic, 

provides the opportunity for five 

lucky winners to be some of the first 

people to have these excellent 

To win, answer (he three questions 

below and send your answers, 

together with what computer you 

own, to Your Computer, 
79-80 Petty France, London 

SW1H 9ED. 

The winners will be 

the first five correct 

entries drawn from 

all those received by 

the closing date of 

the competition, 

December 30, 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which musical genius wrote his first 
soundtrack for Mastertronic and then 
went on to do Monty on the Run? 

2. Which famous film character will soon 
be computerised by Mastertronic? 

3. What is the name of the £2.99 
Mastertronic label? 

COMPETITION RULES 
* The « inner , or ihe competition will In- the persons who send Ihe first all-correct 

entries drawn from all those received be fort' tin- closing date of the competition, 

* The names of Ihe winners will he announced in the March 1987 issue of Your 

Computer. 

* All entries must arrive u< the Your Computer ottkaby Ihrlasl working day in 

December. 1986. 

Kach person may enter the competition only once. 

Entries to the competition cannot bearknowkilled. 

No employees of Kocus Mafia/ines nor their agents or close relatives may enter 

Ihe competition. 

The decision of Iht- Editor in all respects of the competition will be final. 

No correspondence with regard to any aspect of the competition «i l l IK- entered 

into. 

Focus Investments assumes no responsibility or liability for any complaints 

arising from this competition. 

MASTERTRONIC COMPETITION 
Do not forget to enclose this coupon, or a photocopy of it, when you send your entry, marked Mastertronic Competition, to the 
Your Computer editorial offices at the address shown at the front of the magazine. 

Answers 1 

State which computer 

Name Age 

Address J L 

P0STC0DE Day Tel. No 
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Stay ahead of the crowd 
subscribe to Your Computer 

While the scencs at your local newsagent are 
unlikely to be so frantic as those depicted in our 
cartoon, it is a fact that copies of the latest issue 
of Your Computer disappear fast from the shelves. 
If you cannot go to the shops on our publication 
date, you could miss the mixture of news and 
practical features which make Your Computer one 
of the most popular home computer magazines. 

The only way to avoid possible disappointment 
is to take a subscription to the magazine. In that 
way a copy will drop on to your doormat each and 
every month. Copies are sent direct by our printer 

so by subscribing you should receive the magazine 
even before it reaches newsagents. 

A subscription also makes an ideal present for 
a friend or relative. If you know someone who 
takes computing seriously, why not make them a 
present of a subscription? 

To subscribe to Your Computer, complete the 
form and send it, together with cheque or postal 
order for £ 14, to the add ress shown. Do not delay. 
Send your order now and relax in the knowledge 
that you will never again miss a copy of Your 
Computer. 

Your Computer 
(Subscriptions) 
Oakfleld House, 
Perry mount Road, 
Havwards Heath, 
RH16 3DH 

L_ 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 
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E X C H A N G E 
The length and complexity of many computer 
programs makes it impossible to publish 
them without occupying valuable editorial 
space. In an attempt to combat this and to 
provide readers with more software, Your 
Computer has introduced Software 
Exchange, a service offering readers the 
opportunity to buy quality software at bar-
gain prices. Each tape features two pro-
grams sent by readers and evaluated fully by 
our staff before being offered for sale. 

If you have a program you would like to see 
published in Your Computer, please send it to 

Software Exchange, Your Computer, 79-80 
Petty France, London SW1H 9ED. Full 
instructions should be enclosed and the tape 
or disc must be marked clearly with your 
name, address and type of machine. It also 
helps considerably if contributors also mark 
on the envelope the type of machine for 
which it is intended. 

A fee of £50 per program is paid after publi-
cation and royalties of 25 pence for each tape 
more than 100 sold is paid. We accept pro-
grams for all Commodore, Sinclair, Amstrad, 
Atari and Acorn machines. 

I 
CBM13 c o M M O D O R E 
SPLISH SPLASH 
Machine: Commodore 

64 
Program Type: Arcade 
Author: Paul 

Greenstead 
Supposedly you have fallen into a deep sleep after watching 

some video nasties and when you wake the house has 

flooded mysteriously. Fortunately there happens to be an old 
rowing boat in the lounge. The object is to see your boat through 
the gap in the floor as the water level rises. Things are not so 
simple as they appear, as a number of ghosts, probably encour-
aged by the video nasties you were watching, attempt to prevent 
you reaching the top floor. 

The game has 15 levels, each having more ghosts than the 
previous one, and the game can be played with a joystick, which 
makes things easier. Despite the simplicity, the game is very 
addictive. 

THE MISSION 
Machine: Commodore 

64 
Program Type: Shoot-'em-up 
Author: Frank Tout 
The Mission, not to be confused with the new Roland Joffe film, 

is a classic arcade-type shoot-'em-up. After a routine flight 
you are ordered to return to your base as there has been an alien 
invasion. Your flight back to base proves to be a mission in itself, 
with numerous aliens eager to impress their colleagues by blast-
ing your spacecraft out of the sky. 

The one great advantage you have is unlimited fire power, 
probably because you are the hero in this classic scenario, which 
is unlucky for the aliens but very good fun for you. Extra points 
are scored by shooting the pods which are found periodically on 

the floor, as well as the usual points gained by shooting every-
thing which attacks you, There are four sections, with each one 
scrolling over six screens, so there is plenty of action. The game 
is also a turbo loader, so there is not long to wait when you insert 
your cassette. 
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M 
GUARDIAN 
Machine: Amstrad CPC 

range 
Program Type: Platform 
Author: D. Lau 

T 
READER PROGRAMS 

R A D 

In a similar vein to Arnold's Quest, Guardian involves the collec-
tion of items from the different platforms in the game. The 

different screens represent the various levels of a strange build-
ing in which you are trapped. To get out of the building you have 
toi collect energy pills to give you strength to carry rockets which 
are needed to blast your way to freedom. Each floor has a pill and 
there are six floors to each screen. As there are 10 levels you are 
kept extremely busy roaming round the expansive building and 
need quick reflexes to get out. 

ARNOLD'S QUEST 
Machine: Amstrad CPC 

range 
Program Type: Arcade 

Platform 
Author: Martin 

Holland 

Arnold the ape is the star of this very well-written platform 
game. While the object is very straightforward, it proves 

extremely difficult to gain respectable score Arnold has to col-
lect all the objects on a screen without losing a life. 

At the beginning of each game you are given three lives and 
are awarded another on completing each screen. A screen is 
completed when all the objects have beer collected. The score 
is related to the time in which all the objects are gathered which, 
without a great deal of practice and sleepless nights, is not very 
high. 

p 1 E C 1 r i R U M 

FIGHTING FORCES 
Machine: Spectrum 
Program Type: Strategy 
Author: Lars 

Christensen 
Fighting Forces is a war simulation and puts you in the rote of a 

general who has to command 36 units of tanks, infantry, artil-
lery. engineers and supplies. This two-player game is set on an 

island divided by a river and the object is to capture your oppo-
nents' f.ag, thus forcing a humiliating defeat. 

Despite the apparent simplicity of the game it proves to be a 
very complex and long simulation, with the author thinking of 
every detail to make the game very realistic. 

Tactics are very important and as your army's strength 
increases when the unit rests or moves only a few squares, the 
war is very much one of attrition. Perhaps the best feature is the 
fact that you can save your position to Microdrive and return to 
the reality of war when you feel suitably refreshed. 

ONE-ARM BANDIT 
Machine: Spectrum 
Program Type: Simulation 
Author: Bruce Gant 
By chance another fruit machine simulation for the Spectrum 

is on offer in this month's Software Exchange. The game 

includes all the features you would expect in the arcade versions 
such as nudge, hold and the choice to gamble your winnings if 
even greater success seems likely. 

A well-written screen displays all the information, with the 
different fruits and combinations deciding the score. In the Your 
Computer offices we spent several lunch-times playing the 
game, with the only criticism being that the pay-outs are rather 
disappointing. 

ORDER FORM 
•o increase the efficiency of processing your orders, please complete both the panels on the order form below, with the 
same information in each. Please make cheques payable to Focus Magazines. 

• AMS09 

Please tick box below for tape required. 

| | SP13 Q ] CBM13 
«nt» to tJCtafije /9&0PMtr force I endow J 0>ll« f 

Latdot - ilkMr lor <telr«r, ijXejse trv^-ofr to aoc *0o sic ptt 'Jpe 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

Please tick box below lor tape required. 

• s m • 
ScixiatatoSctriucLiCturge. ^attPwty Fernet, 
Union SW1H * D - p*«e A w 28 <lan to ddmrr 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

CBM13 • AMS09 
Icnctra 1 cheque. I'osta OOtr YW f 
• eXM RTMNNTIC* to JOG -WP MF> 



MICRO MARKET 

COMPUTER CLEANERS 
STOP LOCK-UPS 

AND DATA CORRUPTION 

X this is duo to mains interference then our plugs 
may be the answer. As well as cutting high voltage 
spikes thev smooth the Cut Spikes and tilter RF inter-
ference from I to 30 MHz (better than 40<Jb) and up to 
130MHz. 
Somo customer comments: 
"With the cleant*... (locking up). is no prot)<**n now" -
fJeetncai M j f l w 

. thesecomputeraeari«»worK*-C^viimo<Jo«oserffroup. 
"Many thanks tor your nap. ert>c«ncy and. abovo nil. for 
producing such an ertortvoOovwo"- N Daghst). How Zealand. 
ADAPTOR - 1 three pin socket £14 inclusive 
ADAPTOR-2 three pin sockets £18 inclusive 
TRAIL ING 4-WAY SOCKET £24 inclusive 

Simply plug in - no wiring required. 

Commodore CBM 64, C16/+4, 
CBM128. Amiga 

Atari 800XL, 130XE, ST. 

Amstrad CPC. PCW. PC1512 

Sinclair.... SPECTRUM. SPECTRUM+.+2 

• IBM LEISURE SOFTWARE * 

Suppliers of Software 
and Hardware 

12, ETTRICK SQUARE 
CUMBERNAULD 

G671ND 
TEL: 0236 738 398 

BRANDED DISKS (BOX of 10) 
3" MAXELL CF2 £29.95 

3.5" SONY MF2-2DD !35tpi £29.95 

5.25" MAXELL MD2-D 48tpi DSDD £15.00 

5.25" MAXELL M D2-DD 96tpi DSOD £ 19.95 

5.25" MAXELL MD2-HD (IBM AT) £27.50 
CWO. PWCtSlNCliJOFCABfllAr.EJlVAT (CO O ONBTOUEST) 

• QUANTITY DISCOUNTS* 
e.g. 10 Boxes SONY MF2-2DD E22 .95 /80X 

JOHN HOLMES 
COMPUTERS 

FULBECK, GRANTHAM. LINCS. NG32 3LD. 

TEL: (0400) 72818 
OFFICIAL OOVERHMENT4 EDUCATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME 

[BUSINESS 
• spectrum 48K • C. Eyssautier 

Business is a program written 
to help with statistics. It has 
fpui separate routines - Block 
bars, three-dimensional 
histogram where values can 
be entered and a graph drawn 
from the data; Graphics, 
which is the same as Block 
bars except that a more 
precise graphic chart is 
drawn; Pie chart, giving 
values in percentages which 
enables the figures to be 
compared as proportions; 
and Complex bars, another 
3D histogram which allows it 
to be divided into several 
parts to analyse different 
sections in more detail and 
compare them to the other 
parts of the graph. 

The program is fast and 
useful for anyone who works 
with figures. 

1 PCM 
£ REM » BUSINESS £ -
3 PEM - E . -
4 »EM * C . E y i S « U ! . » 6 f -
5 PEM - - - * r - - t t t 
7 POKE £ " $ 5 i 3 GO TO £ 0 0 0 
6 PEM 
Si P ft I NT I N hi l . R T 0 . 6 . 

+ 1 . 5 . - " , R T i 
2 7 , •r",etT 2 , 6 , «T a , CT. 

T 3 . 6 + 
P R I N T RT 1 . 1 0 ; BLOCK G R A P H I C ' . H 

T 2 . 7 ; "OF U OBSERVATIONS. " RR 
NDOHIZE USR e i s n 

1® INPUT "HO* Kdl>v V » U ' i S 
ri 

ES 

I S I " h - 0 THEM CO TC 10 
2 0 INPUT "Mt « fcsny o b S t r v j t i o r i 

P 
2 3 I F p <1 OP p -5 T i -EN GO TC 2 0 
tS P R I N T INK 3 A T 5 . ,2 n . " '.'ALU 
, .AT 6 . £ : P " 0E5ERVAT I O N S . " 
30 D I M I T , p + 1) 
SO FOP : = 1 T : n 
6 0 P R I N T fi~ 10 2 

* OP „. * 1 TO P : 

INK 2 ; " v a l u e 

INPUT "Ua I.U€ 

x=1 TO n: _ET 
j - 1 TO P 
1 - » + t 1 i j • NEXT 
1. ( > . P + l ) »S NEXT i 

DRA-i - . 3 * e l . - . 3 + t l D 
DRR;- . 3 * 4 1 . . 3 * e l ORR 

n . " 
70 
t u . j ) 
6 0 P R I N T INK O . T R S 2 0 . t < l , j • , " 

NE XT P R I N T RT .C 
P f t s : a n y i c y f o r r««x t v a l u e . " : 
PRUSE O P R I N T RT 1 7 . D 

FOR V * 
10 TO 2 1 P P I N T PT v , 2 0 . " 

" : NEXT v 
H O NEVT i 

s »0 I S O FOR 
1 6 0 FOP 
1 7 0 uET 
1 6 0 LET 
2 2 0 LET s l = 0 
2 3 0 FOP l = 1 TO n 
£ 4 0 I F l ( i , p t i i l Tm£'< _ET s i * 

t ( i ,P + 1> 
2 5 0 NEXT , : _ E T i » S 1 
2 5 3 INPUT " ~ I T L E L I N E 
£ 5 4 I F LEN * $ I S THEN GO TO 2 5 3 
2 5 5 P R I N T H ' I S , 3 INK. 0 . " _ I T i . E 
" . I N I I N T l P N D * 7 > ; I S P R I N T 

I N f © ; " PRESS RNY TO CONTINUE " 
PRU5E 0 

2 6 0 LET a =USR 6 1 4 6 4 
3 0 0 PLOT 0 . 0 DPAU £ 5 5 . 0 DPAU 

0 . 1 7 5 DPAU - 2 5 5 . C DRAu 0 , - r f 
3 3 0 LET t a I N T f 2 S S / ( 3 t n + l ) ) 
3 4 0 LET e l « 2 * e + I N T t ( 2 5 5 - t ~ n * 3 + 

C / n » LET s i : 1 7 S - C J / S 
3 5 0 FOR i - 1 TO r, 
36 0 DEF FN t ( i ) « i « + 4 i i 
3 7 0 PLOT FN * ' j > , 0 
3 6 0 DRRU 0 t ( j , p + l ) « l DRAU £ l 

. 0 DRRU 0 . - t 1 i P+11 +s 1 
5 9 0 DRRU . 3 - C 1 , 3 * e l : DRRU C . l t 

I .P + 1 i i S 1 
PR'-1 - t l . O 
U C 1 . 0 

J.00 NEXT i 
4 3 0 D I M v m + 1 , p +11 
4J-0 FOP b s l TO n 
i S O FOP 1 = 1 7 0 fr-l LET y eO 
4 6 0 FOP j = l TO i LET y = y + '. i b .• 

I NEXT j 
4.7C LET y b . J t l » «y -S 1 
J.80 P>OT FN e ' • . y I fc., I + 1 ' DPOJ 
e l . o DRf iu . i . i i , . 3 f t i 
A90 LET a « F N i i b l LET f,-«d +e 1 
5 0 0 LET h = y l b i + 1 > - y < b , i > 
5 1 0 GO SUB 5 5 0 + ' i ' 2 - I N T U / £ • * 

a J. 

5 2 0 NEXT i 
5 3 0 NEXT b 
54.0 GO TO 3 0 0 0 
5 6 0 FOR t. * d TO f STEP i 
5 9 0 LET q = LET h l = h i t ( q > = M + 

q * ( q <h) 
6 0 0 PLOT k . v l b . i ) 
6 1 0 DRRU h i , h i 
6 2 0 '-iEXT K. 
6 3 0 FOR y = y ( b , i » t o y l b , i + l > ST 

ER i 
64.0 LET h »y ( b . i • 11 - y LET h l = h -

(h e l ) + c l * (h = e i t 
6 5 0 PLOT d , y DRRU h i . h i 
6 6 0 NEXT u RETURN 
6 9 0 FOR K=f TO d STEP - i 
7 0 0 LET q * t - d L E T h l = h i ( < t ) « h ) + 

q * t q < h ) 
7 1 0 PLOT t. , < j ( b . i > : DPRU - h i h i 
7 2 0 NEXT t 
7 3 0 FOR y =y (b . i I TO y ( b , i + l ) ST 

EP i 
7 4 0 LET b =y l & . i + 1 - y . LET h l a h * 

(h < e l » fh , « t l ) 
7 5 0 PLOT f . u DRRU - h i . h i 
7 6 0 

1 0 1 0 P R I N T INK 3 . R T 0 . S ; + - + * i -
RT l , £ ; " • " . A T 1 . 2 0 . 

T 2 . 8 + + , I N K 2 . R T 
1 . 9 . " S L O C K BRRS. RRNDOMIZE USR 

6 1 5 1 1 
1 0 2 0 INPUT "HO" » a n y v a l u e s 7 " ; 
W . P R I N T A T 5 , 2 . V ; " V A L U E S -
1 0 3 0 D I M C ( v ) • LET £ = I N T ( 2 4 0 / < 3 
^ v + l l ) . LET £ 1 * 2 * £ + I N T t l 2 4 . 0 - « - v 
# ) / v ) 

FOR n s i TO v : I N P 
;C i n ) ; P R I N T INK 2 , " U 

; c <n) . NEXT n 
• T I T L E L I N E t * 

1 0 4 4 I F l E N t « 1 5 THEN GO TO 2 5 3 
1 0 4 5 P P I N T I N K 0 . " T I T L E I N 
K I N T i P H D * 7 j . t S P P I N T PRE3 
S RNY TO CONTINUE PAUSE O 
1O50 PCM BIGGEST VALUE 
1 0 6 0 LET . : l « 0 
1 0 7 0 FOP TO v 
10S0 I F C ' M >C1 TMErj LET e l s e (n J 
1 0 9 0 NEXT n 
1 1 0 0 LET c l = . 1 4 5 - 6 ) , c l 
1 1 1 0 PRNDOMIZE USP 6 1 4 6 4 
1 1 2 0 REM AXE3 
1 1 3 0 P l o t 9 . 2 4 GRAU 2 4 6 . 0 : DPAU 

- 3 . - 3 PLOT 2 5 5 . 2 4 DRRU - 3 . 3 
PLOT 9 , 2 4 DPRU 0 . 1 5 1 . DRRU - 3 -
3 PLOT 9 . 1 7 5 DPAU 3 , - 3 
1 1 4 0 P R I N T RT O . C . " y " ; A T 2 0 . 3 1 " 
X " 
1 1 4 5 P R I N T RT 2 0 . 1C, INK ( I N T (P 
N D - 7 ) ) . t $ 
1 1 S 0 PEH EARS 
116© FOR n s i TO v 
1 1 7 0 FOP b . 0 TO C < n » - C l 
n s o p l o t 1 5 + e + n + e i * i n - i i , 2 5 + h 
DRR-J S I C : PLOT 1 5 - i t n +e 1 +e i + '.n -
1) + .3 - r« 1 , 2 5 + h + , 3 * « 1 
1 1 9 0 NEXT h 
1 2 0 0 DBRIJ - e l 0 DRfiU - . 3 + £ 1 - - . 3 
* e l DPRu e l C DRRU . 3 * e l , . 3 * « l 
1 2 1 0 PLOT 1 5 + e - r + 6 1 + e i + ' h - H . 2 5 : 

DPAU . 3 + € l . . 3 * « l 
1 2 2 0 NEXT n 
1 £ 3 0 GO TO 3COJ 
1 3 0 0 REM H S B C f i E H 
1 3 0 1 P R I N T AT 0 3 . INK 
- » * * * + * + * " . A T l . S , " - " . R T 1 , 2 2 ' » 
" . A T 2 . S ; ' i . . » i - r t t « t T t T t " ; f l * 1 . 
9 I N K 1. 'GRAPHIC CHRRT" PRNDOM 
I ~ E U5P 6 1 5 1 1 
1 3 2 0 INPUT " n o " fcariy v a l u e s 7 
v 
1 3 2 5 P R I N T RT 6 2 , I N K 3 : v ; ' VS l 
ues : " 
1 3 3 0 D I M c I v ) LET c s I N T < 2 4 0 / ( 3 
t v . l i ' LET e i * 2 * e + I N T < ( 2 4 0 - « - v 
* ( 3 * £ I I ' V ) 
1 3 4 0 P P I N T • . FOP n = l TO V I N P 
UT C t r l ' . PR INT I N K £ : " U a ' . u e n . " ; 
n ; " • * " ; c t n ) NEXT n 
1 3 4 3 INPUT " T I T l E " . L I N E 1$ 
1 3 4 4 I F LEN I S I S THEN GO TO 2 5 3 
1 3 4 5 P R I N T ' I N K 0 . " T I T L E " . I N 
K INT t R N 0 * 7 J , l $ . P R I N T INK 0 , 

PRESS ANY KE TO CONTINUE 

1 0 4 0 P R I N T 
UT " v a m t " 
a ue r , . " , r , ; 
1 0 4 3 INPUT 
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" P A U S E 0 
1 3 5 0 P E H B I G G E S T U A L U E 
1 2 6 0 L E T c l a O 
1 3 7 0 F O P n = l T O v 
1 3 6 0 I F C ' N ) > E I T H E N L E T c l * : i r . 
1 3 9 0 N E X T n 
1 4 0 0 LET C l = < i 4 ? - f t ) / C l 
1 4 1 0 L E T A = U S R 6 1 4 6 4 
1 4 1 5 P L O T s . 2 4 D P A U 2 4 6 . 0 D P A U 

- 3 , - 3 P L O T 2 5 5 . 2 A D R A U - 3 . : 
P L O T 9 , 2 4 . : D P A U 0 . 1 5 1 D R A U - 3 . -
3 P L O T 9 , 1 7 S D R R U 3 , - 3 
1 4 1 6 P R I N T A T 0 , 0 , " y " , A T 2 0 . 3 1 . 

1 4 1 7 P R I N T A T 2 0 . 1 0 . I N K ( I N T ( P 
N D # 7 ) ) ; i 1 
1 4 2 0 F O P n = 1 T O v - i 
1 4 3 0 P L O T 1 5 + e - n + t l t i n - l i . c i n f r t 
1 + 2 5 
1 4 4 C P L O T 1 5 + s * t n + D + e l t n . c » n + i ' 
* C 1 + 2 5 
1 4 5 0 D R A U ( i S + t * i n i +« 1 * ( n - i > - ' I E 
+ e » ( n + 1 ) * e 1 * (r. . ) ) , <c t n ) + c l + 2 5 > - ' 
c i n + 1 ) » c 1 + 2 5 ) 
1 4 . 6 0 N E X T n 
1 4 7 0 G O T O 3 0 P 0 
1 5 0 0 R E M 
1 5 0 1 P R I N T A T 0 , 1 0 , I N K 6 i " + * * * i -
* « * * + + # " , fiT 1 , 1 0 " T " , R T 1 , 2 1 . " * " 

A T 8 , 1 0 . 1 . 1 1 ; 
I N K 3 , " P I E C H A R T . " R A N D O M I Z E U 

S P 6 1 5 1 1 
I 5 i c I N P U T " H O F FCANV v a l u e s ? " ; 
v l e t v 1 a v 
1 5 1 5 P R I N T pr 5 2 . v ; " V a l u e s " 
1 5 2 0 D I M C ( V . 2 1 L E T S « 0 

P R I N T • • P O P n * I T O V : I N P 
U T " U A T U T " ; c ( n . 1 ) P R I N T " V A L U E 

n . " ; n : " » " ; c <n , n L E T s s s + c i n . i 
) : N E X T n 
1 5 4 0 L E T c ( 1 , 2 ) = P I / £ 
1 5 5 0 F O P r> * £ T G v L E T C ( n , 2 ' = t ( 
n - l . 2 ) + c i n - 1 , 1 i i + 2 + P I n e x t n 
1 5 6 0 I N P U T " T I T L E " ; L I N E \ S 
1 5 6 5 I F L E N 1 4 T H E N G O T O 2 5 3 
1 5 7 0 P R I N T • F L R 5 H 1 ; I N K 1 ; " U R L 
U E S I N '/. ••; F L A S H 0 P A U S E 
P R I N T F O P n = i T O V P R I N T 

2 . " V a l u e n . • , n , 
s * 1 0 0 0 0 > / 1 0 O . " * 
1 5 7 3 P R I N T ' I N K 

I N T < R N D * 7 ) ; t S 
P R E S S AMY K E Y 

0 
I N K 

I N T I C ( N , 1 1 / 
N E X T N 

0 ; " T I T L E 
P R I N T • I N K 

T O C O N T I N U E 

I N K 
C. -

a > U S P 6 1 4 6 4 
1 . 0 , I N K ( I N T '.P. NO 

C O U N T I N G 
( v + 3 . £> 

f s P I L E T 

V 

b • 1 ; L E T U l , 

T H E N 
• l . l ) i 

L E T I ( T . 2 ) 
N E - T T 

P A U S E O ; L E T 
1 5 7 5 P R I N T A T 
* 6 ) > .: I S 
1 5 6 0 R E M 
1 5 9 0 D I M 
1 6 3 0 L E T 
2 ) = P I / 2 
1 6 1 0 F O P k = 2 T 0 
1 6 2 0 L E T b s b + 1 
1 6 3 © I F c it. . 2 ) :r 
« C ( K , 2 ) L E T t ' b -

G O T O 1 6 6 0 
1 6 4 0 I F c ( k , 2 i > r T H E N L E ~ l l b - 1 , 
1 ) * K : L E T ( ( b . S l i C I I . , 2 ) L E T r = r 
* P I / 2 N E X T I G O T O 1 6 6 0 
1 6 S 0 I F C U , £ ) > r T H E N L E T t < b , 2 ) 
» r : L E T r = r + P I / £ : L E T I ( b - 1 , 1 ) s i 

G O T O 1 6 2 C 
1 6 6 0 C I R C L E 1 6 5 . 6 8 6 7 
1 6 7 0 F O P n = l T O v P L O T 1 6 6 , S o 
D R A U S 7 * C 0 S C < 1 . 2 ) , 8 7 * S I N C ' n , 2 

N E X T n 
H A T C H I N G 
• . = 1 T O b - 1 
= » < t O . £ j + t ( l , + l , 2 > ' 2 
d = ( C O : Z t S I N r 
e = S 7 - S I N t i I + d . 2 ) 
f = S ? * r I N l u + l - d . 2 J 
u = C O S t I y.*l-d , 2 ) / S I N i < 

R E M 
F O P 
L E T 
L E T 
L E T 
L E T 
L E T 

L E T 
L E T 
L E T 
I F 

1 6 8 0 
1 6 9 0 
1 7 0 0 
1 7 1 0 
1 7 2 0 
1 7 3 0 
1 7 4 0 
> , + l - d , 2 1 
1 7 5 0 L E T 
1 7 6 0 
1 7 7 0 
1 7 8 0 
1 7 9 0 
1660 
1 6 0 0 
1 . 2 ) 
i s i o 
1820 
1 S 3 0 
1 6 4 0 
+ 1 . 0 
1 S 5 P 
1 6 6 0 
1 3 7 0 
1 3 3 0 
5 + 1 . 0 
1 6 9 0 N E V T 
1 9 0 0 
1 9 1 0 
2 O 0 0 
2 U 
£ 0 0 1 
2 0 0 5 _ 
2 1 . 0 . " L " 
T O . A ^ 

q a ( l (», , 1 ) - 1 ) / 3 
0 = < q - I N T q i * 3 + l 
p » 0 * S G N £ I N Z 
t » = S G N C O S Z 

e « 0 T H E N L E T n = o G O T O 

L E T v = C 0 5 I I t . + d , 2 ) / S I N 

P E M P A R T 3 
F O P r . i O T O t S T E P P 
L E T l a n # v - n + U 
P L O T 1 6 3 + r . * u , r > + 8 8 

N E X T n 
F O P n a n 
L E T 

T O I 
S O P 

S T E P 
( 7 5 6 9 -

PLOT 1 6 £ + r » * u . n + 6 6 

n 
N E X T r 
G O T O 3 0 0 0 
R E M M I 

D P A U . 9 5 

-n * n • - u 
DPAU . 9 6 

C L S 
I N K 

P O K E 2 3 6 5 6 , 6 
6 P R I N T A T 0 . 0 ; " f ; A T 

F O P i = l T O 3 0 P R I N T A 
, A T 2 1 , a ; " m • N E X T _ s P 

P I N T A T 0 . 3 1 : " 1 " . A T 2 1 . 3 1 . - J ' 

LISTINGS 
OP a = i TO 20 PRINT AT a 0 ; ' | " , A 
T O . 3 1 ; " N E X T A 
2 0 1 0 L £ T t»=0 F O R a = 0 T O 4 9 P R I 
N T I N K a . A T 3 . 1 0 . " M I N I - B U S I N E S S ' 
: P T 5 . 1 3 . " P R O G P A H . L E T B - f c . l 
I F IT = 6 T H E N L E T H = 0 
2 0 1 5 N E V T a 
2 0 2 0 I N K 0 : F O P n = 1 0 T O £ 2 P R I N 
T A T 4 . n ; " - " , : N E X T r» 
2 0 3 0 F O R n » 1 3 T O £ 0 P R I N T A T 6 , 
n ; •• , NEXT n 
2040 LET q = l FOR a=10 TO 16 STE 
P 2 P R I N T I M £ ; A T o , 2 ; a - S - q - L 
E T q = q + l ; N E X T a 
£ 0 4 5 INK 3 
£ 0 5 0 F O P a * 9 £ T O 4 3 S T E P - I S C I 
P C L E I N K £ ; 2 0 , a . 6 N E X T 5 
2 0 6 0 P R I N T G T 1 0 . 4 , " B L O C K E R R S . ' 
2 0 7 0 P R I N T A T 1 2 . 4 : " G R A P H I C S . " 
2 0 6 0 P R I N T A T 1 4 , 4 , " P I E C H A R T . 
2 0 9 0 P R I N T A T 1 6 4 . C O M P L E X E E A P 
3 . " 
£ 1 0 0 I N K 0 P R I N T R T 1 9 . 4 ; " C . E V S 
5 A U T I E P © 1 9 6 5 " 
C 1 0 5 R A N D O M I Z E U S P G 1 E 1 1 R A N D O M 
I Z E U S P 6 1 4 4 0 
2 2 0 0 I N P U T " Y o u r c h o i c e 7 > " ; L I 
N E A T 
£ 2 0 5 L E T p v » l t i a t = " l " ) + 2 * ( a * s " 2 " 
> + 3 + ( a s = " 3 " ) * 4 + i a s = " 4 " j 
2 2 1 0 L E T = - 4 ) + 1 0 O 0 T 3 H 
" 1 " 1 + 1 3 0 0 + ' . » « • " £ " > + 1 5 O 0 * 3 

G O T O 2 2 3 0 
2 2 2 0 G O T O 2 2 0 0 
2 2 3 0 L E T a = U 5 P 6 1 4 6 4 GO T O 
3 e o e I N P U T " H O P Y / Q R I N T U R L U E ; 
N U ? > " . L I N t b S 
3 0 0 5 I F T H E N R A N D O M I Z E U S 
R 6 1 5 1 1 . G O T O 3 0 0 0 
3010 IF b « » " C " THEN COPY GO SU 
6 3500 GO TO 3 000 
3 0 2 0 I F b $ = " P " T H E N GO T O 3 0 5 0 
3 0 4 5 I F b $ = " M " T H E N L E T a a U S P 6 1 
4 6 4 R A N D O M I Z E U S P 6 1 4 5 2 : G O T O 
2 2 0 C 
3050 I F Pvsl THEN FOR nsl TO v 
LPPINT u a l u c n . " ; n ; t ( f t ) NE 
XT n GO TO 3000 
3060 I F p v = £ THEN FOR n = l TO v 
LPPINT " u a i u e n . n : • • « " ; e tn ) NE 
XT n GO TO 3000 
3 0 7 0 I F P V = 3 T H E N F O P F I S L T O V l 

L P P I N T " V a l u e n . " ; n " = " t m . i : 
L P P I N T I ! i T ( e t n . i t / s - r l 0 0 0 0 

I / l O O , " V." : N E X T r. G O T O 3 0 0 0 
3 0 S 0 I F p « » 4 T H E N GO T O 3 6 0 0 
3090 GO TO 3 000 
3 5 0 0 I F p v = 4 T H E N l P P I N T ' T A B 9 
t $ . R E T U R N 
3 5 0 5 R E T U R N 
3 6 0 0 L E T j « l 
3 6 1 0 F O P j = l T O P I F J > 1 T H E N G 
0 TO 3 630 
3623 LPPINT " U a l u e n . " ; i ; ' • • * ' ; t l i 

j N E V T ,1 
3 B T 7 S T O P 
3 6 3 0 L P P I N T T A B 1 0 t I 1 , j J N E X T 

3 6 4 0 L E T I A I + 1 : I F : = N + 1 T H E N GO 
TO 3000 

3650 GO TO 3610 
3 7 0 0 S T O P 
4 0 0 0 C L E A R 6 1 4 3 9 L O A D " • " C O D E 6 1 
4 4 0 
4 0 1 0 G O T O 1 
S O O C P E M S A U E : 6 1 4 4 0 - 6 1 4 5 1 , L O A D 
1 4 5 2 - 6 1 4 6 3 ; F A D E OUT 6 1 4 6 4 - 6 1 5 1 0 
B O L D S C P E E N : 6 1 5 1 1 - 6 1 5 2 7 ; 9 0 B v T E S 
9 9 9 9 C L E A R S A U E ' B U S I N E S S L I N 
E 4 0 0 0 S A V E " H / C " C O D E 6 1 4 4 0 . 9 0 

U E R I F Y " " U E P I F Y " • ' C O D E 
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For details of this new section 
for advertisers please call 
PAUL MONAF 01-222 9090 

DUKES GROUP 
35 Market Street 

Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan 
ATTENTION ALL VIC 

20 OWNERS 
THIS IS WHAT YOU 

HAVE DREAMED ABOUT 

We can convert your 
VIC20 to a Commodore 64 

YES IT'S TRUE! 
Only £60 Fully Inclusive 

HOTLINE:- BRIDGEND {0656) 67444 
MAILORDER 

SEND CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER TO: 

COMPUTER CONVERSIONS 
25 WYNDHAM STREET 

BRIDGEND 
MID GLAMORGAN. S.WALES 

IJ.ry.5Dff I n n : 
I COMMODORE 64/128 Taoe Disc 
Att OUCtS KW f «.50 tl716 
Mir C»9 iM«r <t frr-. j r t a w 
*TSh«h) t u n C25.45 
CMoaPHS-iO C I M t ! 7 » 
OytfalCJutlw WW t a.M 
Col A PMt (Wort £2750 
Cwfemnihrtfcittn t l i T i 
n m t l tTS £11.73 

nsoo f44 00 
faiScmiy fleet £14.50 
Gclpht: Mwrairt C » W m o o £37 00 
H i n t w i NfW t tv> £17.M 
i^TBy NEW t ISO £12.96 
JtTp '6P ifttt jttiiuaar. £42X10 

m ; s £12.45 
tnecranrtpGom f * M 112.(5 
v i a m til-50 £13M 
Seuncrtctji t a » £12 95 
ThePw I f * t m n 
T q t n r m S i w t (.» £12.95 sun tiaoo 
UOBMf t i t DO 
'JifiouV £1100 

ntn ( S-W t)MO 
tlOTS t1>» 

COMMODORE C16/Plut 4 Tape Disc 
f u-mmn fUny, t tea 
PirttB.lPut»t(iOlltitt/) t e 50 
I W » - ( iJtluH Mf. C ISO 
Unntr OS r» law t l a 
M t t a w •tw t I no — 

AMSTRAD CPC 484/664/6128 Tape Disc 
ArMtodalB i £12.45 
toM *tw t » . » 
IfWfltB Cip tt.M £12.« 
FkEht+udl t «.SI> £17» 
COIOBUHMJJI t i a jo £17 « 

f a w 
w r i tUTS t itoo istr.ti&Mm.-. t 7,75 £1245 

JV'" Wttrt/t ClHW a , to 
rtsrjjr MW f 110 (1745 
fariJ'iiWiKU r b .m £ I 2 » 
KqKCuw I £1700 
fJQAt t 150 £12.45 
PfO»5> •if II t t » £1295 tin t UO £17.95 
UJ * ftilMU- (1150 £1450 
ftsw^ulir HEW f * » £17.45 
MMStnace t 450 £17® 
Tirrjd*!* AMupIC t a w £1245 
AMSTRAO PCW256/S12 Tape Disc 
Catxxr 1 tjbUjhAOHi rti.oo 
l^oeauiQwa +Jwlictt»»«rttct £77.50 
Cnc«ti!Jiro»ijn*rt TOM rrmh UrJim [17.50 
Lcf^oltt* ftnjt (UJO 

£21.50 
£17.50 

INFOCOMAOVEPftURES Tape D i sc 
a i i t f MX) 
Cjc tVotb IWltofctUI -
Otaant OW-iM 
Ctowb' Hxur jUCKKM I 
MftMiint. AtaiieiMd-n 
t e * w GaUVviB I M A M K C 3 
f^AMnrttL 

M K C 3 

t m i 
ScHbraMr auutDos 
M O W 
S a M M Afnt>l VHMKVIK 
tv&hr.t fll 41 £2« 
.'OrkLDvtl 
ftHOfiCOWCATAlCCtfXMMie^lv 
Ctn.CC.Oe Xmt-MlPCW-Smliitinv 

1 AWtt^KAaffOUTlV ' ' 
Fro* U.K. - Oth« rrr i te TSp per Htm. 

PO BOX 36 OUHSTABU - BEOS LU6 2HP 
TIL ; DUNSTABLE (0S82) 607329 
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MICRO MARKET 
TAYLOR MADE SYSTEMS 

IHt] 
on uro cou. 

tw lbw . .. ncn>in>i«Mt« ncowd .. t m 
tun. 

ATARI AND AMSTRAD SOFTWARE 
MOST ASSEMBLERS. COMPILERS. 

LANGUAGES AMD GAMES AVAILABLE 
15% OFF RRP 

to P1KM0W Pmh PIW* 

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICES 

£1249 DabtKiCOIgrNiorMr fraud tor 
Accounting Package I 

AUr lG4£te « i ubQn^wpWviM " arrtM*parhap* Sen <J lODlM « :tr>* l>3« ' )MT an iiim VY < y»f<nyn 
£1295 

Accounting Package II *<*wt «Jl? * • Bo* 10 lynrottb 
won Crt 

£649 iw-atw^irw 

~.m*VMr,*>fvrmm. Mhi>Arcu«(v\ttiii ootrt ly yew co o»w ̂ niji A wwJw pritKUlUIHM 
FIND A LOWER PRICE ELSEVrtfERE AND WE WE'LL MATCH IT 

S. I. TAILOR 
8. ONRA ROAD. LONDON fcl 7 &JD TEL; 01-556 I2B9 c*Lit«»(p A»ciffTweHT on.*-

SINCLAIR REPAIR 
SPECIALISTS 

SPECTRUM/+ REPAIRS £12.00 
KEYBOARD FAULTS £9.00-£13.00 
PERIPHERALS .... Price on application 

ALL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE OF LABOUR, 
PARTS, VAT-hP&P 

3 MONTHS GUARANTEE 

I. T. (WESTERN) ELECTRONICS 
UNIT F2A + F3 

AV0NSIDE ENTERPRISE PARK 
NEW BR0UGHT0N ROAD 
MELKSHAM, WILTSHIRE 

Telephone: 0225 705017 

MSX IS H E R E TO STAY 
APE MAN STRIKE £7.95 
F0ZZY BALL £7.95 
MEANING OF LIFE £7.95 
SPEED KING £1.99 
FOOT VOLLEY £1.99 
VESTRON £1.99 
PANEL PANIC £2.99 
MOON RIDER £2.99 
CONFUSED? £8.99 
EGGY £8.95 
SPACE BUSTERS £2.99 
SNAKE IT £2.99 
ICE £2.99 
ROBOT WARS £2.99 
INT. KARATE £6.59 

FACULTY ENTERPRISES 
7, SHERWOOD CRESCENT. 

LONGFORD GARDENS, 
MARKET DRAYTON, SHROPSHIRE 

Tel: 0630-57465 
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[BjoATRACE 
+ Commodore 64 0Allan McHarg 

Boatrace is essential for 
everyone who enjoys a flutter. 
The object is to increase the 
£5 stake you receive at the 
start into a more substantial 
sum. 

Rather than betting on 
horses, the game is about 
boat racing. With four lanes 
the game can be played by up 
to four players but the 
computer also allows the solo 
player to bet. which is 

invaluable if you want to 
practise and beat your future 
opponents. 

Once all the bets have been 
placed it is possible to follow 
the progress of the race on the 
monitor. Unlike the real world 
there is no possibility of 
injecting steroids into any of 
the competitors, so the 
computer is the only one who 
can influence the race. 

18 POKE532B8,0 POKES3281.0 
15 D I (1VK(5 ) DIMW<5> 
1G PRINTCHBS<B) 
20 GOSUB 1 888 : GOSUUGUU : GOSUB'JUU 
30 PB I MT"LHW" 
58 U - 3 3 2 4 8 : POKEW*21 . 12-4 : FORi - 2 0 « T B 2 0 - » 7 I'OKEF , 280 HEXTF 
55 P O K E 8 + 2 8 , 1 2 4 : P O K t U + 3 ? , 2 POKEU+38 .3 
GO F O R F - 4 1 T 0 4 6 : P O K t W * F , F - 3 U MEXTF 
70 M S - ' U 
38 F 0 R F » l T 0 5 : L t l V / ! < F ) « 4 b : N E ) { T F 
188 P R I H T " W " , : F U R f * 8 I U 3 V : P R I H I C H R t < 2 8 > " • " , . N L X T PRINT"fcJ". 
105 F O R F > 8 l 8 3 9 : P k I H I C H K f ( 1 5 8 > " * " ; NEXT 
l i e FORT-O T839 : PR I H TCH RS < 15 3 > " - r " ; HEXT 
128 PR IHTCHRi < 3U >" |J" , MS 
138 FORF-5T819 : P R I H T " W ; : PR INTCHR»<31>MS :HEXT 
148 FORK - 1 T 0 2 PR I HTCHR5 < 38 > " W ; M« : ME XT 
1*45 PR I H T "k l ' l ' l ' l ' I f l ' I f ) • • : FORF-1TOS : PR I MTCHH 4 < 18 > CHR 5 < 31 > ; "fcj" , F . PR 
INT PRINT:NEXTF 
158 PR I H T " k f I'L'UUl-'r* 
168 F O R G * l T O ! i - P R I N T " l i l l l l " ; : r O R F - 8 T 8 1 8 PRIWTCHRS<31>"13 , HEX 
TF : PR INT- IT " ; - HEX TO 
178 D - 1 8 8 : FORf«2TOV : P8KEUt<F»2 > . -45 : POKEV+ < F > • ! , l>»F D - O + 3 2 . 
MEXTF 
198 D » 1 8 8 : F O R F - 2 T 8 6 : IFVCF-2><253THENPOKEU + <F*2> ,VX<T- 1> POKE 
W+<F*»2 > * 1 , D+ F 
1 9 1 LETD-D+22:MEXTT 
192 Ari»18 : J M - 2 2 8 : G8SUB911 
193 FORG-1T83 
28 8 F 8 R F - 1 T 0 5 : LE T V X. < F > •= VX C F > • < 2*RNO < 1 > >»8 ME XT 
285 F0RF-2B-42T828-4Y : P8KEF , 288 : MEXTF 
218 D - 1 8 8 : F O K F - 2 T U B : IFVX<F-1>C252THEMP8KEV+< F«?> ,VX<F 1> POK 
E U + ( F * 2 ) + l . O + F 
228 LETD=»D + 22 :MEXTF 
22-4 FORF-OTO-48 : MEXTF 
225 F0RF-2 8-42T028~4K : 1 F VX < F - 2 8 -41 > < 288 8 THEMPOK EF , 2 8 1 
22G MEXTF 
2 2 7 G O S U 8 9 8 8 

23 8 D - 1 8 8 : FORF~2 r 8t> : 1 F VX < F - 1 > < 252THE NPOK EV • < F »2 > , V X < F - l > - P O K 
E U * < F » 2 ) + 1 . 0 + F 
2-48 LETD-D+22:MEXTF 
250 FORF-8 I 8-48 : MEXTF 
268 F0RF-1T05 : IFVZ tF>>252AMDVX<F><28OQTHEMLETVX<F>-393 •F -AM-
2 5 : J M - 2 3 3 : G8SUU311 
2 6 1 I F V Z < F > * 9 3 8 * F T H E N L E T H < 0 > » F : L E T V X < F > - 2 0 8 0 HEXTG:GOTU35U 
26 5 HEXIF 
298 G8T0200 
3811 END 
358 P8ICEU + 2 1 , 8 
35-4 PR 1 H T ' M » » » t » i * i l i H I P O S l T l Q H S " PK 1 H T"L< L'L'L-L'L'L'L'i" 
3 5 5 y » i w T r H B t ( r i > " t » » > » > » » > » » i i S T P L A C E " ; H < 1 > 
3 5 G P K 1WT ' | | > » > » » » » » 1 I 2 H D P L A C E * * ; M < 2 > 
3 6 8 P R I N T " t i * i i l » » t » » » H 3 R D P L A C E " ; H < 3 > 3G5 F B R F - l I 8 f t : I FC< I ) - M < 1 > T H E M L E T T X < F >»TX< F> + B<F>• INT<2MB< F> > 

370 I F C ( F ) - W < 2 > T N E N L E T T X ( F > " T ) ! < F > t B ( F ) t I N T ( . 3»B<F > > 
37 5 I F C < F ) » H ( 3 ) T H E N L E T T i ! ( F ) - T > ! ( F > * B < F > t I N T < < l / 3 > « B < F > > 
37G MEXTF 
38 8 F D R F - 8 T 8 H 8 0 MEXTF : GOSIJB5-48 : GO TO 3 8 
588 PR I HT , \^ i^ 'L ' l»L'L' l 'BiHIHQU MAMV PLAVERS WISH 18 PLAY" 
518 I MP U f A 
5 28 IFA<10RA>8THEN518 
525 D1MNS< A > DIMTX<A> 8 IMC<A» :D1MB<A> 
538 F fitt F — i TO A : PR IKT" L l i L ' I ' l » l ' l ' »« i rNTER PLAVER NAME" : I MPO 
T N t ( F ) MEXTF 
535 FORF-1TOA LETTX<F>-XO NEXTF 
5-18 P B m T " L M - I « l " : r a B F . l T O f t P R I H r " > » » » » » M » » » l " : H S < F > HAS t " . 
TX < F > HEXTF 
5-41 MO-8 : FORF-1TOA - IFTX<F)-8THEMMOt=HO*l 
5-42 IFM0-ATHEN708 
5-43 MEXTF 
545 PR I N T ' W 1 ; FORr^ lTOA : PR I N I N$<( > ; " LHTER VOUR BET PLEASE " 
: I N P U T " * " ; B < F > 
5-47 I F B ( r > > T X ( F ) T H E N P R I H T " T 8 0 MUCH PLEASE TRV AG A I N " : GO T 05 -45 
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I 
PROGRAM LISTINGS 

L C T I X ( F > » T Z < r > - B ( F ) 
P R I K J ' t n " : P R l N T " N O M ENTER THE BOAT ON HHICM VOU WANT TO 
< 1 — 3 > " : 1 NPUTC < F > 
NEXTF 
R E T U R N 
P R I H T ' V ; : Pf i INTCHR$<132>" BOAT-RACE" 
PR INT 
PRINT" BV A.HCHARG" 
P R I M T - t - t ' L - L ' L ' l " 
PRINT" THIS IS A BETTING GAME TOR 1 TO 8 PI.AVERS." 
PR INT:PRINT;PR I NT" VOU START OFT WITH £10 EACH.BET ON EA 

MATCH THE RACE AND IF VOUR LUCKV, 

538 
335 
BET 
56 O 
370 
BOO 
665 
618 
620 

630 
648 
CH" 
630 PRIHT-'Q". PKINT"BOAT. 
COLLECT VOUR WINNINGS." 
670 PR I NT:PR I NT :PRINT" 

INPUTZ:RETURN 
PRINT" ! * / ' ; " VOU HAUE 
RETURN TO PLAV AGAIN" 
INPUTA 
RUN 
r0RL"S4272T034S96:POKEL,8 
S-34272 
FORZ-XT03 
POKES*2-4, 15 
POKES+4,129 
POKES+3,13 
POKES + 1 , 48 
POKES , 2GO : NEXT 
POKES+4, 128 
POKES•5,0 
RETURN 
F0RL-34272T054296:POKEL . 8:NEXT 
8 - 3 4 2 7 2 
F0R2-1TO3O 

PRESS RETURN TO START* 

ALL LOST VOUR MOHEV 

NEXT 

PR 
680 
7O0 
ESS 
718 
720 800 
301 
962 
903 
90<4 
905 
906 
907 
908 
969 
916 
9 1 1 
912 
913 
<)L4 P O K r S » 2 4 , i 3 
313 POKESH.SS 
316 POKES+5,9:POKFS+8,O 
917 POKES+1,JO 
91ft POKES,JM:NEXT 
313 POKES** ,128 
920 POKES• 3 , O 
9 2 1 RETURN 
1000 rORr* i?f lOf tT012SOO*G2 RE ADO POKEF,O NEXTF 
1001 FORF-128G4TOi2n64•62:RCAOQ.POKCr,O NEXTF RETURN 
1010 O A T A O , 1 9 2 , 0 , 3 , 1 3 2 , O , 0 . 1 3 2 , 0 . 8 , 4 8 , 0 . 2 , 1 8 1 , 1 2 8 , 4 2 , 1 7 3 . 1 6 8 
, 1 7 0 , 1 6 5 , 1 7 0 , 1 7 0 
10 20 O f l T A i 4 9 . 1 7 O , 4 2 , 1 7 4 , 1 6 8 , i 3 0 , l B 6 , 1 G 0 . 3 4 , 3 0 , 3 2 , 8 , 2 0 8 . 1 2 8 . 3 
, 1 3 ? , O . 3 , 1 9 2 . 8 
1030 DA t A O , 1 3 2 , 0 , 0 . 8 , 0 , 0 . 0 , 0 , 8 , 0 , O . O . O , 8 . 0 . 8 . 0 , 0 , 8 , 0 
1040 D A T A O . O , Q . Q . O , 6 0 . 0 , 0 , 4 a , 0 , 0 . 1 3 2 , 2 . 1 7 1 , 1 2 8 , - 1 2 , 1 7 3 . 1 6 8 , 17 
O , 163 , I YO , 170 , 1-43 
1050 D A T A 1 7 0 , 4 2 , 1 7 4 , 1 6 8 , 1 3 8 , 1 7 1 , 1 3 6 , 3 4 , 3 2 , 2 2 4 , 8 , 1 3 6 , 1 7 6 , 0 , 0 , 
1 2 , A , O , 6 8 
m e n D A T A O , o . o . o . o , 0 , 0 . 0 , 0 . 0 , 8 . o . 0 , 0 , 0 . 0 , 0 , 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 
RFAOV. 

MICRO MARKET 

now available! 

Amstrad PC 1512 
software for 

accounts payroll etc. 

UNINTERRUPTABLE 
POWER SUPPLIES 

E.A. SOFTWARE 
62, HIGH ST. 

EVESHAM, WORCS 
Tel: 0386 49339 

ELECTRONIC AIDS (TEWKESBURY) LTD. 

FLOPPY 
DISKS 

MAXELL 3in 
CF2 £31.61 per 10 

VERBATIM DATALIFE 3Viin 
SS DD 135 tpi MF350 ... £18.91 per 10 
DS DD 135 tpi MF360 ... £22.52 per 10 
VERBATIM DATALIFE S'Ain 
SS DD 48 tpi MD525 £11.44 per 10 
DS DD 48 tip MD550 .... £13.44 per 10 
DS DD 96 tpi MD557 .... £16.91 per 10 
VERBATIM OPTIMA 51Ain 
DS DD 48 tpi MD750 .... £16.00 per 10 
DS DD 96 tpi MD757 .... £19.83 per 10 
SPECIAL OFFER whi le stocks last 
Verbatim Verex8inSS SD . £13.00 per 10 

All prices include post & packing. Add 15% VAT 

Send cheques or postal orders to: 

ORIOLE LTD 
Dept. XBLI, P.O. Box 297, London N3 2TS 

REPAIRS 
SPECTRUM BBC DRAGON 

There is only one company lha; can offer you: 
• A written 6 monm guarantee on the WHOLE 
computer-nolonty on the te&ui dorm 

6 Full overhaul and update w>th each repair 
6 hour tumround - most (auto. 
0 Over 15 years computer maintenance expertise. 
6 We repair ALL computers reoevod, not only the 
profitable ones-if they have not been nterfered 
WTtn by arvxxher recover and returned to you as 
unrepairable - many are' 

0 All ndusiw pnee Of E20 or C15 wtlhoul upgrade 
and wan amy. 

the o&ovo apptos to Spectrum?, only. 
BBC tnoc t*S) and Oraoon C30a» IOCAJM Gmwrmon! and Educational ordon KCeOtod U» ino prCesMftii lhas >r» pfolHtoms UH 

M.P. Electronics 
The Laurels YC 

Wendling, Dereham 
Norfolk Nr19 2LZ 
Tel: 036287 327 
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MICRO MARKET 

GAMES PROGRAMMES 

Are you good 
enough to write a 

Top 10 Hit? Can you 
design graphics to 
compete with the 

'state of art' games? 
Are you familiar with 
the Commodore 64, 
Spectrum and Atari. 

If you can answer 
'Yes' to the above 

questions and 
would like to work 

for one of the 
country's leading 
software houses 

then send a demo 
tape of your work 

(stating which 
machine it is for) 

together with your 
name, address and 
telephone number 

to: 

THE SOFTWARE 
STORE 

35 London Road 
Tooting 

London SW17 

Tel: 01-685-1476 

i 

ASTERMIND 
* Amstrad CPC range 0 N. Hamilton 

Mastermind is perhaps one of 
the all-time favourites among 
home computer 
programmers. Usually the 
program is extremely basic 
and to win the hidden colours 
have to be found in about 
seven or eight attempts. 

This version for the Amstrad 
CPC range has all those 
features but also incorporates 
the same scoring system as 

the board game - a white peg 
to indicate the correct colour 
in the correct place and a 
black peg to indicate the 
correct colour in the wrong 
place. 

While this game is not on a 
par with many of the arcade-
type games we publish, it is 
very well-written and is a good 
example of successful home 
programming. 

1 0 * * * * * MASTER-HIND 
BO HQDE 1 
30 INK 0 , 1 5 : I N K 1 , 1 
40 DIM g ( 4 ) , a n s C 4 ) 
50 CLS 
BO FOR i - 1 TO 4 
70 ansC i I N T C R N D * 5 D 
BO NEXT i 
90 LOCATE 1 4 , 2 : P R I N T 1 

100 PR I N T : P R I N T " 

* * * * 

MASTER-HIND" 
You have t o g u e s s a f o u u-

YOUR COMPUTER. DECEMBER 1936 80 



PROGRAM LISTINGS 
I 

r d i g i t " 
110 PRINT" n u m b e r . Each d i g i t mus t be betu ie 
en 
120 PRINT" 0 and 5 e . g . 2 5 0 1 o r 4 4 3 1 . 
130 PRINT 
m " 

You w i l l be a l l o w e d a max imu 

140 PRINT" o f 12 g u e s s e s ! " 
150 PRINT 
160 FDR g - 1 TO 12 
170 b l - 0 : w h - 0 
180 LOCATE 2 , g + 8 
130 PRINT " E n t e r g u e s s " ; g ; " " ; : L O C A T E 20 
, g + B : I N P U T " , guessS 
200 I F LENCguessS)<> 4 THEN PRINT" I n v a l i d 
e n t r y - t r y a g a i n ":GOTO 180 
210 FOR j - 1 TD 4 : gC J )-ASCCMID$CguessS>, J , 1 ) ) 
- 4 B 
220 IF g C j K O OR g C j ) > 5 THEN PRINT" I n v a l i d 

- t r y a g a i n ":GOTO 180 
230 NEXT J 
240 LOCATE 2 6 , g + 8 : P R I N T USING " & " ; SPACESC2 
0 0 ) 
250 FOR k - 1 TO 4 : I F gCJO-ansCJOTHEN b l - b l + 1 
260 I F b l - 4 THEN LOCATE 2 , 2 2 : P R I N T " W e l l da 
ne - y o u g u e s s e d c o r r e c t l y . ":GOTO 440 
270 NEXT k 
280 FOR uj-1 TO 4 
230 FOR x - 1 TO 4 
300 I F ansCtu ) ~ g Cx } THEN u h - w h + l : g ( x ) - 6 : GOTO 

320 
310 NEXT x 
320 NEXT w 
330 u h - i u h - b l 
340 LOCATE 2 7 , g + B 
350 PEN 2 : I N K 2 , 0 
360 I F b l < l THEN 380 
370 FOR c - 1 TO b l : P R I N T USING " & " ; CHRSC143 
) ; " " ; : N E X T c 
3B0 I F wh<1 THEN 400 
390 PEN 3 : INK 3 , 2 6 : F 0 R c 2 « l TO wh:PRINT CHR 
S C 1 4 3 ) ; " " ; :NEXT c2 
400 PEN 1 
410 NEXT g 
420 P R I N T : P R I N T : P R I N T " Bad l u c k ! The a n s w e r 

i s " ; a n s C 1 ) ; a n s ( 2 ) ; a n s C 3 ) ; a n s ( 4 ) 
430 ' 
440 PRINT: PRINT" Do y o u uiant t o p l a y a g a i n 
C y / n ) " ; 
450 aS™INKEYS:ON IN5TRC" yn",LOWERSCaSD) GO 
TO 4 5 0 , 5 0 , 4 7 0 
460 GOTO 450 

o u 470 STOP 

w 
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MICRO MARKET 
MPC SOFTWARE 

ST S o f t w a r e 
LEA0ER80ARD 
LITTLE COMPUTER PEOPLE 
COLOURSPACC 
J[H£ PAWN < n n i < - i M M » H ^ H n 
STARGUDEr • 

.... £20.50 

£28 
£17 
£21 
£20 
£25 
£20 
£42 
£26 
£33 
£42 
£21 

... £21 
£2« 
£21 
£21 
£17 
£17 
£21 
£17 ei7 

THAI BOXING £17 
TRIVIA ST „. £11.SO 
WANDERER £20 
TRlMBASE .......... — £73 

Many mote ;toms of software 3rd hardware avariobie 
for the Ql, ST and Attwja. 
Postage and Packing froo. 

M . P . C . S O F T W A R E 
72, J U L I A N R O A D , WEST B R I D G F O R D , 

NOTTINGHAM. NG2 5AN. TEL: (0602) 820106 
AH prices « y « ! hi time of going to press. E&OE. 

TIME BANDIT 
SUNOOG 
K-WORO 
HITCH HIKERS GUIDE 
BLACK COULDRON 
K-SPREAD 
HACKER II 
MIND5HADOW 
ZORKI „.. 
ST KARATE 
ST SPACE STATION 
MAJOR MOTION 
ELECTRONIC POOL 
PINBALL FACTORY . 
TRIVIA CHALLENGE 
STRIP POKER 

WHAT'S YOUR I .Q.? 
How inicl l igcM arc you? D o you think verbally. 
numerically or visually? Can yoti improve your 
problem-wiving ability? 
Are you good at handling people? 
{ 'an you improve your social skills? 

Find out ihc answers with Personal Quiz 
Ihc Not I hint1, about [he nui/./ci 

ii ihjt \uu on repeat them. 
Think positive jnil watch your 

prrvHt.ihtv vcotc-. change for the better. 
Sharpen ynut wilt on THE 'X' KA(TOR - ne» 

problemsevery lime. Iherr l\ no limil t" how hiph you can vcorc 
- or how h;ird Ihc qiKriltnm cjn prl' 

Awl jlihuugh the intelligcne levs will onlv jive a meaningful 
wire the first time you do cacti one. il sou ehal lenpe them .i gain 
until you undcfMund the priitdpk tichinJcacli question andean 

pet lull marks 
VHRMii.tmwwtnnuii.r'Mi Kmc il IMinnMv 

With more and mure organisations uvn( Ihcv: kinds of tesls to 
decide rccniilmcnt and promotion, can vou allotd not to huy 

this packajc? 
Available from piod l a l tw i c xod l«> now lor. 

BBC B - E L E C T R O N - C O M M O D O R E 64/128 
Or order dim'! from us at no extra shaige hy mailing this .id 
with vour name, address and cheque (o; UII.IMII l,*M»KIIIM(MIH Hit . <l\l llltl,11\; « VI 
[ j Petunal Quiz taueue (ar WK' BfIUX<TRON Ct.tf. 
• Persona! Quir fuKttc f<« COM M4 )IX>ftl' MI2K U.Vf. 

DON'T BE A M O R O N 
GET IT TODAY ! r .«s in,link' pkp. VAT TiMk«iH|uuktU'k 

A H 3 T R O D P C W G 2 S 6 / 8 S 1 2 
HA r d w a r o 

K $ 2 3 I / C > n t r o n i c « £>>€.. 
CF2 O n l i i mmeti E3.SO 
CF2 O l d t Go- o f 10 
O u t t C « v t r S e t 
P r I n l . r R i e r i o n * 2 f o r CIO 85 
MaO""i". II1T A p p r o v t d > f r o r » C>$ OO 

S o f tWBP* 
Anvtrp ON ^rtnrrinN ANO •SUT i//» 

OF S O F T U A X e IS A V A I L A B L E 

£9t .00 
f 4 0 . 4 4 
CA2.OO ess. to 
£ 6 0 . 3 S 
C.A 29 
£ 8 7 .S S 
£21 .OO 

riftASF 1 1 
OELTft 
C i » l ) « M 1 
C r a c l . i * -f 
P4CK* t W o r d s t a r d i l u x 
N » » » o r d I id W o r d * 
P r o » p * 1 I 
c r i i v c m t Com&o 
r ; r u tNTOCOH S « n * t f r o m 

S I N C L A I R C<L, 
S u p i r O D « * r d 61 2k 

< y | t n t o o l k i t ? .< OO 
S I 2 k C K p a n d t r t m C H S , OO 
lO OS/DO d l f e k s t ^ i OO 

SLC r f t r s r c L ran latcstiMZSQSSOOSI > 
P r i c a i m c l u d . V f tT % P O S T M f 

t h c s c a r c j o j t a s e l e c t i o n 
P H O N f ^Oft PORTHEK DETAIL'S 

S u b j a c t t o * v « l l 4 b t ) t t y 
J P J B M ? X J ^ I I J ^ l ^ Y 
» I 7 O O I N 5 t l O R O I . ' O H O V E . , 

O L O H f l f l 0 1 _ 0 I A J 
T F L ; J el^m- " i n o ; ' 
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MICRO MARKET 

SINCLAIR COMPUTERS 
REPAIRED BY EXPERTS 

2X81 & ZX PRINTER £15.50 
SPECTRUM 16K. 48K, & I28K £19.50 
INTERFACE 1, 2 & MICRODRIVE ... £17.50 
16K TO 48K RAM UPGRADE £25.00 
SPECTRUM TO SPECTRUM+ £35 

UPGRADE 
ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE, 

Computers are returned by 1st class 
registered C.O.D. Post 

24 HR GUARANTEED TURNROUND OR 
25% DEDUCTED FROM BILL 

SEND COMPUTER ONLY. WITH DES-
CRIPTION OF FAULT TO: 

GJS COMPUTER SERVICES 
FREEPOST 

MANCHESTER M11 2FA 
TEL: 061-223 7531 

WE ALSO REPAIR AMSTRAD, COMMODORE. 
ORIC, & OL COMPUTERS 

PHONE FOR DETAILS 

SOFTWARE CREATIONS 
ARE LOOKING FOR 
PROGRAMMERS! 

• HAVE YOU THE ABIL ITY AND 

COMMITMENT TO MAKE A CAREER IN THE 

COMPUTER INDUSTRY? 

• HAVE YOU WRITTEN ANY HIGH CAL IBRE 

GAMES OR UTILITIES FOR YOUR HOME 

COMPUTER AND WOULD L IKE TO RECEIVE 

TOP ROYALTIES OR OUTRIGHT 

PAYMENTS? 

For immediate evaluation contact: 

SOFTWARE CREATIONS 
061 766 5053 

6 ParWands, Whitefield. Manchester M25 7WT 

GOEL 
COMPUTER SERVICES 
45 Boston Road, London W7 3SH 

01 579 6133 
MAIL ORDER PRICES 

R.R.P. OUR PRICE 
£14.95 £10.75 

£9.95 £7.20 
£8.95 £6.60 
£7.95 £6.00 
£6.95 £5.40 

AMSTRAD, ATARI, BBC, ELECTRON, 
COMMODORE. SPECTRUM. MSX 

Send 40p fo r l ist, re fundable on f i rst o rder . 

Over 1000 titles in stock. Just write the title 
required with a 2nd choice and enclose 
cheque/P.O. and you shall have your game by 

return. Or coll in at the shop. 

SPECTRUM + FROM £84 

S. P. ELECTRONICS 
Amslrad CITS Green £29900 _ Crtxir £390.00 
Amstrad 825$ r*S8.C0 
B8CB £299 DO 
88C 30 £330.00 
CPA 80 Prntef oc. awe) £199.00 
Full Cumara ran Frttfi £09.00 
ACORN 1770 »S — t4$JK 
03 WHO Bm PROGRAM (TAPQ £7.50 
G3 WHO Rirr program EFROM VBSXM £20.00 
Dtcul board lor RTTr decoder Mk 3 (Tie tostucDorai £7.00 
CANNON Dot Matrix 160CW NLQ £299.00 
Jcyflfcks (pjtr1! Mrtemg + arulooue . from £17.95 
Pnn«f CatM iCtntrarcii £12 90 
Spe«cn Syntn«A £56.00 
Ouc Doctsr . £33.00 
VWROWtS; Wad Prccssscr £3900 
Cumana C0800S *0«) psu - £250.00 

FUU. REPAIR SfRVKf AVAJLA8LE 

Wtit Sdtewn t# MffMm testis. 
SAf lot tuE Lft Al .iv.KHW" .MIS Orctet 

AHpnca apply trim stccis tof - ewrfjee 
48 U n b y Road, Hucknal l , Not ts . 

NG15 7TS 
Tel: 0602 640377 

All pnees include VAT 

SOFTWARE LTD. 
Meadowvale Estate. RoKcen, Limerick, Ireland 
Telephone: 1061) 27994. (UK> 010-3S3- 61-27994 

Amst rad , BBC, C o m m o d o r e M A I L 
Amst rad PCW cassettes & discs O R D E R 
Music Invaders (Age 7-Adul t ) 
Magic Maths (Age 4-8) 
Maths Mania (Age 8-12) 
Bettor Maths (Age 12-16) 
•Better Spel l ing (Age (9-1-4) 
' Better Spel l ing (Age 8-Adul t ) 
•Physics 1 (Age 12-16) C S E O Level 
'B i o l ogy 1 (Age 12-16) CSE.'O Level 
•Chemis t ry 1 (Age 12-16) CSE O Level 
Weather /Cl imate (Age 12-17) 
Playschool Maths Letters (Age 3*7) 
Read our excel lent rev iews in all t he major 
magazines. 
Castcnos C9.95 eich. Discs £12.95 each 
48 hour MAIL ORDER * Available 
CPC464/664/6128/PCW 82S6 (SOON) tor PCWS2S6 

SPECTRUM 
REPAIRS 

From £3-£19 inch all parts, 
labour and 3 month 

Guarantee. 

From Bristol's Sinclair 
Specialists 

MICRO FARE 
296 Gloucester Road, 

Horfield, Bristol 
Tel: 0272 46575 

SAVE 
HASTTA 1J* MAStf* CW«1 (TV i,ntw»: MASttA COWACt Marc war* MASTlft COMMf! iCatu- syl.>mi 

flM fW no ttucfw art due *iatf JbRUtM &*«*•• imn 

BEST PRICES IN UK? 
WHY PAY MORE! 

c»a • VAI 
n*4 • VAI 
t«t • VAT 
NE« • VAT 

W9*> MIMM OCT M«M, STAR POlVfSTWf .patn̂ ftM- urtnk--m>(a TVHI4 pv-Mvifer/ ATM. SUwyi tan dm* 
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Ltd. The rest is part of com-
puter industry folk-lore. 
In 1982. Chambers advertised 
in Your Computer for gomes on 
the Spectrum or ZX-81 and 
started to market them shortly 
afterwards. 

In the days when Imagine 
and Quicksilva reigned sup-
reme. C R L was going happily 
about the business of selling 
games, not in massive quanti 
ties but sufficient to establish 
itself as a good and reliable 
software house. In July. 1984. 
Chambers decided C R L had to 
expand, if its growth was to 
continue, and the move to big-
ger premises coincided with the 
company going public. 

It was in 1985 that C R L 
became recognised as one of 
the more influential software 
houses, with releases such as 
Juggernaut and The Rocky 
Horror Show doing well in the 
charts. As has always been the 
ease with C R L . ideas it had 
crcated a stir and the sound-
track for The Rocky Horror 
Show, crcatcd by Clever 
Music, was one of the first true 
game soundtracks. 

When C R L released Tau 
Ceti, without the blaze of glory 
which would have been the 
norm with the larger com-
panies. it was rccogniscd 
unanimously as one of the most 
impressive games of 1985-6 and 
established its programmer. 

THE LEADING EDGE 
One of the few companies to preach innovation, CRL has 

made hits from some very diverse ideas. Francis Jago 
visited the company to see how it plans for 1987. 

Peter Cooke, as one of the 
most-sought-after talents in the 
industry. 

To allow C R L to develop 
more diversely, 1986 marked 
the creation of two more 
labels. The first was Nu Wave 
which allows C R L to release 
products which otherwise 
would not sec the light of day. 
The programs are not always 
games but can best be 
described as interactive com-
puter experiences. Both iD and 
Tubular Bells crcated great 
interest, with iD becoming a 
f i rm favourite for many other-
wise non-games players. 

As now seems to be usual 

with any software house, C R L 
has also started a budget labc', 
Alpha-Omega, which can only 
help to consolidate the market 
penetration C R L has achieved. 
I f early 1986 proved to be a 
time of boom for C R L - and 
judging by the new and greatly 
improved offices it did - Christ-
mas 1986 and early 1987 should 
mark the continuation of the 
trend. 

One of the most eagerly-
awaited of the new C R L games 
is Cyborg, which has been in 
the pipeline for almost 18 
months. Al though the release 
date has again been delayed 
because of programming dif-

ficulties, the game should be in 
the shops any time now. 
Cyborg is part one of a trilogy 
continuing the Tau Ceti theme 
and using some of the same 3D 
techniques which made the 
former graphically so impres-
sive. 
Flying high 

Programmed in-housc, 
Cy borg i s ha If- m a n, ha 1 f- robot. 
built by the Galcorp after his 
remains were found in a 
wrecked skimmer. Cyborg is 
then trained to be a top secret 
agent for the mil i tary. In his 
first mission, his task is to dis-
cover what has happened to a 
group of scientists who set of f 
in a craft in an attempt to pre-
vent an asteroid destroying 
earth. As Cyborg, you wil l dis-
cover a maze of underground 
tunnels inside that fateful 
asteroid, as well as some aliens 
who would be happier if you 
were dead. 

Another development of 
Tau Ceti is Academy, Cooke's 
much-vaunted sequel. Already 
rumours are rife that the game 
is better than the original and 
from what I have seen that may 
be so. In Academy you take the 
role of a trainee fighter pilot 
who has enrolled on the Gal-
corp equivalent of Top Gun. 
At the Academy you wil l 
design your own skimmer and 
learn to fly it to the limits in 20 
practice missions. 

If f lying through an imagi-

In Hugsy you are a three-foot tall 
rabbit. 

k l i k 
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COMPANY PROFILE 

Design your own skimmer with 
Academy. 
nary 3D spacc pilot training 
scheme is not your idea of fun, 
perhaps Dracula is. Pro-
grammed by Rod Pike, the 
man responsible for the excel-
lent if a l i tt le disturbed Pilgrim. 
this adventure promises to be 
the most horrif ic of all time 
and, consequently, C R L has 
asked for the game 10 be cen-
sored. 

Originally a text-only adven-
ture, the potential for digitised 
pictures was soon realised and. 
after a few months* work and a 
great deal of colouring with red 
ink. the result is spine-chilling 
to say the least and certainly 
does justice to the Bram Stoker 
original. 

Another aspcct of C R L 
which has proved successful is 
relationship with other less 
powerful software houses. Two 
names which have achieved 
success due to C R L arc Delta 4, 
the company behind a series of 
amusing spoof adventures, and 
St, Brides' Software, another 
less than serious software 
house. 

St. Brides appears to be 
going from strength to strength 
and its latest release, Bugsy, 
promises to succeed where 
other more powerful software 
houses categorically failed. 
The game places you in the role 
of Bugsy, a gangster. Unl ike 
most other gangsters, how-
ever, you are 3ft. tall and a rab-
bit. Do not let that minor detail 

Cyborg continuing the Fau Ceti theme 

P o r t « « w « i tfi O U r O i : 13 

affect you for your intention is 
to be the most powerful gangs-
ter since A l Capone. 

Starting with nothing but a 
small-time protection rackct, 
you must bui ld a crime ring, 
hire the proper personnel and 
prevent other gangs nosing into 
your business. The police 
might cause a few problems, 
too. Wi th excellent graphics 
and some witty text, Bugsy 
promises to be an adventure 

for all the family to spend hours 
playing. 

One of the last games C R L 
plans to release in the next few-
months is Death or Glory. 
Using similar mettalix graphics 
which made programs such as 
Uridium and Sunxion such suc-
cesses, the game takes the 
genre one step further, with 
some of the fastest scrolling yet 
seen on the Commodore 64. 

In an attempt to create a 

feeling of reality, the speed is 
portrayed not just by 
backgrounds whizzing past but 
if you continue in a straight 
enough line, the background 
starts to strobe and it appears 
that the ship is travelling back-
wards rather than forwards. 

Both the game play and the 
graphics of Death or Glory 
were only provisional but there 
seemed to be sufficient there to 
promise a game of high quality. 

What becomes very apparent 
from any visit to C R L is the 
feeling of a community, some-
thing many bigger software 
houses lack. C R L maintains 
that the feeling is because of 
the ability of Chambers to 
make everyone feel as if the 
company is their responsibility. 

In four years. C R L has gone 
from nothing to being one of 
the top six software houses in 
the industry. From advertising 
in the Your Computer clas-
sified section to being wri t ten 
about in the editorial - that is 
full circle. 

INFORMATION 
CRL 

9 Kings Yard, 
Carpenters Road, 

s London £15 2HI). 
Tel: 01-533 2918 
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Mail Order: Payment by Cheque, P.O., Visa or 
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COMPETITION 

WIN A CRL CHRISTMAS STOCKING, 
FILLED WITH GAMES AND 

GOODIES ^ 
In the run-up to Christmas, C R L plans to release a host of 

programs which will serve further to enhance its reputation 

for quality software. Cyborg for the Commodore and 

Academy for the Spectrum are two of the most eagerly-

anticipated games and both these are included as prizes. 

In this competition Your Computer will give away one 

stocking containing an attractive T-shirt and a C R L game 

to a Spectrum, Commodore and Amstrad owner answering 

the questions correctly. 

To win, all you need to do is answer three simple 

questions and send your answers, together with your chest 

size and which computer you own, to Your Computer, 79-80 

Petty France, London SW1H 9ED. The winners will be the 

first correct answers for each machine drawn from all those 

received by the closing date of the competition, December 

30,1986. 

QUESTIONS 
1. What is the top-selling CRL game to date? 
2. Which Nu Wave game featured Ian Duty and Jon 

Pertwee? 
3. Where is CRL based? 

COMPETITION RULES 
* The winners of (he competition will be the persons who send the first all-correct 

entries drawn from all those received before the closing date of the competition. 

* The names of the winners will be announced in the February 1987 issue of Your 
Computrr. 

* All entries must arrive at the Your Computer offices by the last working day in 

December. 1986. 

Each person may enter the competition only once. 

Entries to the competition cannot be acknowledged. 

No employees of Focus Investments nor their agents or close relatives may enter the 

competition. 

The decision of the Editor in all respects of the competition will be final. 

No correspondence with regard to any aspect of the competition will he entered 

into. 

Focus Investments assumes no responsibility or liability for any complaint] arising 

from this competition. 

CRL COMPETITION 
Do not forget to enclose this coupon, or a photocopy of it, when you send your entry, marked CRL Competition, to the Your 
Computer editorial offices at the address shown at the front of the magazine. 

Answers 1 

Name Chest Size 

Address 

POSTCODE Day Tel. No 
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CHARITY COMPILATION TAPE 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE 

PRINCE'S TRUST 

LIGHTNING DISTRIBUTION LTD 
841 HARROW ROAD 

LONDON NW10 
is •• i 

jBTTTi i m |i|1 ^ H 
PITFALL II ACTIVISION 
PSYTRON BEYOND 
FALL GUY ELITE 
AD ASTRA GARGOYLE 
SAM STOAT SAFEBREAKER GREMLIN GRAPHICS 
SPLAT INCENTIVE 
MUGSY MELBOURNE HOUSE 

1 KONG STRIKES BACK OCEAN 
CHEQUERED FLAG PSION 
BLUE MAX U.S. GOLD 

PITFALL II ACTIVISION 
SPACE PILOT 2 ANIROG 
PSYTRON BEYOND 
FALL GUY ELITE 
DEMONS OF TOPAZ FIREBIRD 
SHEEP IN SPACE LLAMASOFT 
KONG STRIKES BACK OCEAN 
BLACK THUNOER QUICKSILVA 
DEATH STAR INTERCEPTOR SYSTEM 3 
TALLADEGA U.S. GOLD 



^ m t the recent Personal Computer 
M ^ L W o r l d Show. I stood behind a 

y ^ p y o u n g boy who, when he saw 
0 Marble Madness on ihc 
Commodore Amiga, exclaimed in an 
excited voice: "Thai 's better than 
anything you wi l l see at the arcades, dad." 
Whether his father believed his son I 
cannot say hut with due respect both to 
the Amiga, and the excellent conversion 
of Marble Madness, I would have to argue 
wi lh his opinion. 

The last time I visited the arcadcs. 
Space Harrier was all the rage, and 
Nemesis had recently been voted top 
game of 1985. As with all leisure 
industries, things change quickly and 
neither of those games can be seen now in 
any of the top arcades. 

What has happened, however, is that 
software companies have become a great 
deal more ambitious when approaching 
companies for licences. It reached its 

Arcade 
adventures 

With Christmas fast approaching, arcade fans are 
due for a treat when they look for a way to spend 
their 20 pences. Francis Jago checks the latest 

arcade smashes. 
most ridiculous stage when Elite 
announced that it would be producing a 
version of Space Harrier for the Spectrum, 
a machine on which Space Invaders 
suffers from colour clashes. 

Interactive hydraulic games seem to be 
the order at the moment, wi lh both 
Konami and Sega launching radically 
different driving games which promise to 
dominate the market up to and after 
Christmas. The first to reach these shores 

is from Sega, called Out Run. To describe 
it as the most realistic driving simulation 
yet would be an understatement. It 
features graphics of a higher resolution 
than Spacc Harrier, a choice of theme 
tunes, vertical as well as horizontal 
scrolling - allowing for travel up and 
down hills - and a hydraulic mechanism 
which has its occupants sweating in 
seconds. 

The objcct of Out Run is to travel along 
various roads, reaching the relevant 
checkpoints before your allotted time 
expires. To make life considerably more 
diff icult , the roads on which you travel are 
public highways and therefore contain 
trucks, pick-ups, as well as Porsche and 
Corvette clones. 

Anyone with a vague knowledge of cars 
wi l l immediately recognise the car on 
which the game bases itself as a targa-

topped Ferrari Testarossa - even though 
only one of these cars has ever been buih 
- right down to the prancing horse on the 
back of the car. 

If there is one game which might 
possibly give Out Run a run for its money, 
it has to be W'EC l.e Matis 24 from 
Konami. Usinga similar one-man cockpit 
view to Out Run. the game is different in 
one fundamental way. as you arc not 
racing on roads but on an accurate 
representation of the famed Le Mans 
track, including the fearsome 240mph 
Mulsannc straight. 

Again, the graphics are exceptional and 
it shows that Pole Position certainly can 
be improved on, a fact which was doubted 
until a few months ago. I certainly look 
forward to Elite trying toconvcrt either of 
those games, while still retaining some 
similarity to the original. 

While on the topic of motorised 
transport, it is pleasant to sec that the 
motorcyclist has not been ignored, 
especially considering the success of 
Hang-On. The newest title is Enduro 
Racer from Sega and it is to motocross 
what Hang-On was to road racing. Using 
Space Harrier-esque graphics, and sitting 
on ihe shell of a motocross bike, you must 
travel round a course, pull ing on the bars 
to balance the bike over the table-tops. 
Using more than 1MB of dedicated video 

/ 
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R A M . the game is already in the arcadcs 
and is proving highly successful, not 
surprisingly. 

One of my favourite new arcade games 
is Gauntlet II, the newest adaptation of 
the timeless classic which U.S. Gold has 
released recently. The new game features 
more than 100 new maze layouts and 
some features which wi l l ensure the new 
version is just as popular as its 
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predecessor. One of the best features in 
my view is the new method of character 
choice which means that, for instance, 
four wizards can go on the rampage 
together. 

Dedicated Gauntlet fans wil l be glad to 
hear that Gauntlet I ! features something 
called Secret Rooms which, when 
discovered, give permanent spells to 
whoever can perform a task set by the 
computer. A l l the original potions and 
opponents are still there and added is a 
fire-breathing dragon which guards the 
exit f rom each maze. 

Overall. Gauntlet II is a worthy 

Rampage is a multi-player game, with up 
to three players taking the role of a 
movie-type monster. You have the choice 
of George the Gori l la. Lizzie the Lizard 
and Ralph the Wol f . One thing they ail 
have in common is the desire to cause 
havoc and destruction in a town 
dominated by skyscrapers. 

The graphics on Rampage are really 
pretty but the laughs gained when one of 
the characters cats something which does 
not agree with him is worth 20 pence. 
When a screen full of buildings have been 
demolished and the marines have been 
forced to take some of their own 
medicine, the game continues with new 
and more difficult screens. 

Another update from Atar i , along the 
same lines as Gauntlet, is Championship 
Spim, a new version of the ever popular 
Super Sprint. With a variety of new 
tracks, some of which arc fiendishly 
dif f icult , antL ixustom car feature. 

Of all the games 
I saw. ihc one which could 
most easily be a target for 
software houses to convert 
is Renegade, by Taito. 
Using a gangland background 
scenario and some cxccllcnlly-
defined thugs, the game 
seems to be a combination 
of karate and wrestling, 
featuring such moves as a 
knee to the face or a bodythrow. 

Another game which wil l surely be 
converted soon, especially as its by the 
favourite Elite arcade house Capcom. is 
Speed Rumbler. Set in a Mad Max-type 
futuristic war zone, it is your task to free 
your family and bring back peace to your 
home town. The graphics arc slightly 
updated from the days of Commando but 
the gamcplay is just as good and, judging 
by the crowds around the game, it is 
bound to be a success. 

To conclude. I would like to point out 
that much of the criticism of arcades is 
unfounded and that, in small doses, 
arcades provide fun for all the 

continuation from the original, so let us 
hope U.S. Gold plans to add it to its 
version of the original. 

Although not a new name in arcade 
games. Bally Midway has not had too 

• Your Computer would like to thank 
Deilh Leisure for invaluable help in 
researching this article. 

many hits recently. That seems set to 
change drastically with the release of 
Rampage, which is not only one of the 
most playable but certainly the most 
amusing thing to hit the arcades for some 
time. 

As with most games currently released. 

Championship Sprint seems to be a 
certain winner. 

The custom car feature means that 
those players who can collect the golden 
spanners as they zoom round the circuit 
can be rewarded with new features such as 
higher top speed, turbo acceleration, 
super traction and faster recovery from 
collision. The more money you put into 
the machine, the longer you wi l l play and 
the more custom car features you can 
accumulate. 
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THE REALISTIC COMPUTER 
The Tandy lOOOEX is an IBM-compatible clone. 

K. D. Peel examines its specifications and 
operating potential. 

7he Tandy lOOOEX 
review machine was an 
early production version 
and is slightly different 

from those on display in Tandy 
stores. Two spacc connectors 
protrude from the rear of the 
machinc for FCC purposes, a 
640K internal memory 
expansion was fitted initially 
and there were four legends 
above the first four function 
keys. 

The computers in Tandy 
stores do not have 'TV mode' 
above F2 - if the legends arc 
not visible, they are covered by 
small plastic strips. The review 
machine, except for minor 
differences, is representative 
of the machines in the stores. 

The Intel 8088-based 
1(XX)EX is supplied as two 
picccs of hardware, a console 
with integral keyboard and 
360K disc drive and a VM-4 
display monitor. The hardware 
looks good and, with the 
optional monitor stand, 
provides a vcry.plcasant 
set-up. The keyboard is 
consistent in the pressure and 
the depression required to 
register and has that 
characteristic springy Tandy-
colour computer feel. 

The consolc docs not accept 
I B M PC expansion cards of 

persistence screen, giving 
good picturc stability, but 
which tends to leave a trail of 
fast-moving graphics. I 
preferred the display on my 
old mono TRS-80 video 
monitor. Those who already 
have that monitor may find 
paying the additional £100 for 
the colour version worthwhile. 

The low cost shows in the 
non-standard rear PCB edge 
connectors used for the 
standard printer port and 
second disc drive; I would like 
proper plugs or a means of 
fixing the connector 
permanently. The special 
printer connector supplied by 
Tandy costs £23.1 do not know 

of any other cheap clone 
supplier which would charge 
that amount for a printer 
cable. Looking at the cost of 
the other expansion items 
suggests it wi l l be an expensive 
computer to upgrade. 

Adequate 
The CMS colour monitor is 

adequate for the 640 x 200 
pixel high-resolution colour 
display but not ideal for 
continuous use. Much of the 
software produced for the 
I B M and its cloncs is 
dependent on the use of colour 

HARDWARE 
Tandy 1000EX. 256K RAM. mono monitor £516 
128 K memory expansion, DMA circuit and twin 

expansion socket 
£114 

256K RAM kit £91 
RS232C option card £79 
External 5.25in. 360K disc drive £194 
CMS colour monitor £229 
Centronics printer lead £23 

SOFTWARE 
PFS write £137 
PFS report £125 
PFS file £102 

any kind and requires special, 
rather expensive Tandy 
versions. The green screen 
monochrome monitor 
supplied is a medium/long 

and that means that mono 
displays are sometimes 
diff icult to read. 

I am still dubious about the 
merits of sitting in front of a 

colour display all day. It gives 
greater eye-strain and higher 
radiation levels than 
monochrome displays. The 
Tandy permits the user to 
employ a black-and-grccn 
mono monitor or a colour 
monitor. There is also the 
option of a modulator to 
couple to T V screen for 
40-column operation and 
games. 

Sometimes noisy 
The 5.25in. built-in Teac 

disc drives are sometimes 
noisy when compared lo the 
more modern 3.5in. drives but 
were reliable in the l imited use 
of the review. 

The computer is an IBM-
compatible, with many of the 
I B M machinc weaknesses 
bui l t- in; the fol lowing 
comments relate to most I B M 
clones and are presented to 
provide background 
information. 

The first surprise to the 
unwary home user is the fan. 
In a Tandy stoic environment 
it is not obtrusive; at home on a 
desk in a quiet room, it is. The 
single disc drive machine 
occupies a smaller amount of 
desk spacc than the I B M but it 
still has a large footpr int , even 
when the optional monitor 
stand is purchased. That wil l 
be increased further by an 
optional second disc drive, 
which must be external. 

The system boots-up with 
the message '256K memory 
size'. The first problem is that 
discs are loaded into the drive 
from the right-hand side 
instead of the more usual front-
loading. therefore an 
additional 15cm. (6in.) free 
spacc to the side is required to 
load the discs. That also means 
that accessories and cabling 
generally have to be on the left 
of the machine. 

Obviously the user should 
not withdraw a disc when the 
drive is running, so why put the 

"drive in. use light' at the side 
where it cannot be seen? One 
rather unkind comment made 
by a friend was that Tandy 
should use the power light for 
that purpose, as the user can 
listen for the fan when the 
machine is on. 

Because I was not provided 
with system discs I tried more 
operating systems than usual 
and arrived at the fol lowing 
conclusions: 

The Tandy runs MS-DOS 
3.2 but requires minor 
re-definition of some of the 
keys as they do not fol low the 
standard I B M keyboard 
placement. In particular, the 
cursor keys arc separate and 
not on the numcric keypad 2, 
4 .6 and 8 keys, which causcs 
problems with some public 
domain software 1 tried. 

I expect many users - not 
corporate or educational 
buyers to use public domain 
software rather than buy the 
relatively expensive 
commercially-packaged 
products. In this area, 
although the majori ty of 
programs ran. most needed 
minor alterations to the 
key-mapping and the graphic 
characters displayed were 
incorrcct on occasions. 

Comprehensive 
The Deskmate software is 

comprehensive in its range of 
facilities and provides a good 
introduction to drop-down 
menus, although it is l imited in 
performance; whether most 
users wi l l need the ful l-blown 
products is debatable. Like 
the competitive systems, the 
Tandy software is packed into 
the minimum number of discs, 
requiring unpacking on to 
more discs before serious use 
can begin. 

Some software - VP Planner 
and the like - wi l l not run on 
the basic 256K machine, as 
part of R A M is used by the 
video memory, although the 
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program wi l l run with the I2NK. 
memory expansion installed. 
That point should IK watched 
carclully when choosing 
soft ware to rim on a basic 2.s(iK 
machine. 

The computer is supplied 
with four manuals. In Practical 
Guide to the Tandy HXNIEX 
I am not sure the first example 
comm.mil given in I he 
MS-D< )S i lit rod un ion should 
he ' formal ' . < >lhcrwise ii iv a 
very rudimentary guide to 
MS-DOS and ihc hardware lot 
beginners. 

Tandy HNNinX Quick 
Kefcrencc Ciuidc covers the 
eommands lor MS-IX )S. 

1-1)1.IN. the MS-DOS editor. 
Dehug. the debugger and 
Basic. 

Program review 
Tandy Personal DcskMale 

is a comprehensive review of 
the Tandy DcskMale program, 
covering lhe seven applications 

the desk-top organiser, the 
small word processor, the 
spreadsheet l imited to W 
rows and W columns ihe 
database, paint, calendar and 
telecom applications: and ID 
accessories the live-page 
notepad, calendar. 15-digit 
culculaioi. lelcphone 
directory, clipboard, colours. 

communications, date and 
time, mouse and printer 
which, by the way. refers to (he 
obsolete D M I' I Ml printer. 

Personal Desk Male Quick 
Reference Guide is a simple 
card of ihe useful keyboard 
commands. Diskette 
()rganiser K a thin cardboard 
wallet housing the distribution 
discs. 

Cheap introduction 
I he compatible R O M BIOS 

is provided b\ I'hconix 
Software Associates I .td. 
version 1.02. and the machine 
runs all ihc standard soinvare-

Flighl Simulator, Lotus 1-2-3 
and soon. The KKXH-X will 
not run sonic ol' the public 
domain software; the keyboard 
code iianslations arc incorrect 
for some soliware, as the 
cursor keys do not map to the 
numeric kevpad 2. 4. f> and S. 

A single-drive HHtOKXisa 
cheap introduction lo IBM-
compaiiblc computing but i> 
expensive to upgrade. The 
computer is pleasant to use 
and except for the high eosl of 
upgrading, would represent 
good value. the package 
includes an invaluable one 
hour of tuit ion and one year ol 
hot-line support. 
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Britain's Biggest Set ting Home Computer Magazine 

TAPE and DRIVE SPECTRUM and AMSTRAD UTILITIES 
We offer on all our programs (not 
updates) a money back guarantee f 
update service. 

• • S P E C T R U M * * 
NEW TAPE UTILITY 9 
This program gives a tape back-up of 
most software! Even converts most 
jerky loaders to normal (or reliable load-
ing Manages v.long programs (even 
51K!), fast loaders, etc etc. 48K 
Spectrums only. 

£6.99 on tape (£4.99 If updating). 

WflVTRANSFER PACK 3 - FOR TAPE TO 
DRIVE 

A software system to convert many 
TAPE based programs to your DRIVE 
(no matter what type) + OTHER USE-
FUL utilities. Most jerky loaders are EAS-
ILY converted to drive. Pack has at least 
7 programs1 Only 48K Speclnjms. 

State name of your drive when order-
ing. £11.99 on tape OR £12.99 on mJ 
drive cartridge. (£5.50 if updating). 

INFORMATION SHEETS - £1 each 
approx 8 transfers of popular programs, 
per sheet - needs TP3. Up to No. 25 
available. Special otter - No's 1 to 20 
only £4.50! 

MICROTRANS - for m/drive to m/drive 
back-up + tape to m/drive (inc! header-
less) - does NOT convert programs. £3 
on tape, £4 on m/drive cartridge. 

* * A M S T R A D * * 
TAPESPEEO TWO (TSZ) - ESSENTIAL FOB AU. 

JAISTRAO OWNFftS 
Convert yaw slow toadng software r̂om 1000 to a ma 
I/ 3600 Baud. Slop and stutff projrxns 
* AMUmG-npw manages MOST pi if* dicky lead-

er some wfl mm tun on in* G6A0128 for Ift 
KM 

* rully automate V lends n corcnucuUy up to 44K, 
* Saw 31 ranje ff 9 SOW® 
* Permanent aspby at HfADf R i*tt STATUS m<wm-

alien 
* Mowoo fin nseti FALSI Rtraoves protection 
* Handles HEAKfiLtSS Mes. and PULSEO'clitty 

iMdtn 
* IV>m*« AMT.TflAI) ptogiam} Mh Sfetlrun load-

ers. Speed Baud rate) ttetKKf 
* VWrSUmiOUSE KILL IMNUV. 

PWCt 0W.Y C6.99 - state 464. 664, Of 6t2S 

DISC MAMAGEfl ONE - for 464 + 6178 + C64 
Etsemaiton«pycum3naBe>wirAMSTRAOi)nve ui 
rak - try il and see hem useful H can be 
* Dow a CAT much can then be used to do repett 

ERASURES wry easily. Gw doc type. Memory 
treefased 

* J Disc eAta-s - (Oil or study ttdens o! a 6>sc 
* flenwr ERASfO !<!«-. 
* S«nete and <ast ntwle due or sector BACKO'' 

oetmt. 
* Send outputs to punter iCAT. sector contents, etc; 
* Unseosed lor easy adaptonWw transfer 
* Wenudnwn - HJLl manual 

PRICE onty £5.99 - amarino1 

THE PRICES OOOriO ARE AU INCtLStVE EXCEPT owrcew add El wtthln Europe. tl.SOoOers SAE for mere 
mtcrniason 

LERM, DEPT YC, 11 BEACONSHELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY, TYNE AND WEAR. 

A M S T R A D 3 D ISKETTES 
t .._ 
10 .. 

14.70 
£45.00 

Also Dysan, Precision 3M diskettes. 
Pnntor rftbon j a jpecaWy. 

P E A R L D E C K 
TRADING LTD. 

FREEPOST. Billinoford, DISS. Norfolk 
IP2I 4BR 

S P E C T R U M SOFTWARE 
£»rt <H Mlm nacrvfttn CWtrMH »7S met TOT Miuuc i mromuTHM susroi Lnruiu »iiim,qKu Umitutf.a«n « n h t sm Iwflt* Ml. tNtif, rr 

UKRQOMYt MAWJWHT UN) WCOVfRT PACKAGE lUfUhH tilTilp IN aw dJ» 5e-e«*J i'- mmm amp ItH '1SB 
UMHW com stsTi U <mu> m t*w fJJS) JKiIffik 0(. tststH<r Hd Mi« l u \u*'r: Olftf 
ROYDOT YCO. *i HULLO filOCC nOAD 

RAYVCNW. F s s a sse ML 
mm ** m oeee ttitm mi i - " 

AMSTRAD 
SIREN SOFTWARE 
D I S C O V E R Y 

TAPE TO DISC TRANSFER 
* Transfer your tape based 

software to disc 
* Alters basic loaders 
* Handles tome turboloadorft 
* Adds rolocators etc 
"Discovery does it best across the 
widest range of games" Am$tr6d 
Action Feb 86 

Disc £11.99 Tape £7.99 
464.664,612® 

TAPE UTILITY U3.3 
HIGH SPEED TAPE COPIER 

* Now handles some 
luiboloadm 

* Handles headerless and 
nominal prorgems 

f ^ • Choice oi 10 savo speeds up to 
4000 baud 

* Removes protection 
* Internal header reader 
* Very easy to use 

CO.99 tope 464 only 

M A S T E R D I S C 
DISC UTILITIES 

* Disc copier 
* Sector'Directory editor 
* Fast formatter 
* Speed up your disc drive 
+ Sector map 
* Protection romovor 

All on ONE disc 

£12.99 on disc 464,664,6128 

D I S K O N 
PUT HEAOERLESS PROGRAMS 

ONTO DISC 
* No knuwfudg« of itwchinecode 

needed 
* 7 part program with 7 further 

utilities 
» Pari 1 loads the headurleH 

parts and pots them on disc 
* Pail 7 l<»d> on(l lunt tliom Iroin 

disc 
* Not for the Novictv beginner 

£13 99 on disc 464.664,612S 

Send Cheques, P.O.'s, Eurocheques to: 
S I R E N S O F T W A R E 

T R A F O R D T E C H C E N T R E , 43 E L S I M O R E R O A D , 
M A N C H E S T E R M 1 6 OWG 
Overseas orders please add £1.00 

AMSTRAD 
15K BUFFER KIT FOR JUKI OS 10 

rowtanihfin 
fut eat, Maw ntruOn pweri 

Only [IBKhdng VHiiiliSa 
CALDEROATA 

High Lm. LmMoncton Foot 
HX2 6U> Tel: 0*21 WSJOT 
ACCCSS WW* 

FREE M E M B E R S H I P 
Hie GniaU. SpecYuni 'it.-.- stftwv T:<! . 
tnetc SM Xt Hrt Mmnr. t"> » 

COMPUTERSOFT (YC), 
PO Box 28. North PDO, 
Nottingham NGS 2EE 

ifMusf «MrmeevM> 

FAST C O M P U T E R 
REPAIR CENTRE -

L O N D O N 

* BBC M«fO, Commodore, Spectrum 
* Amstrad, Others 

* We sell spare parts 
* Used Micro Bought and Sold 

PHONE 0 1 - 8 6 3 7 1 6 6 

PROMPT ELECTRONICS 
Unit 4, 15 Springfield Road, 

Harrow. Middx, HA4 1QF 

O R I C A T M O S + O R I C 1 

Eight N E W Ti t les. 
G a m e s a n d Uti l i t ies. 

Cumar ta Disc Dr ives £ 1 8 9 

Send for full list to: 
The ORIC Experts 

F.G.C. 20 Meadowcroft, 
yjapwts Euxton, Chortey, 

Lanes. PR7 6BU 
Tel: 02572 70088 

94 YOUR COM PUTER. DECEM BER 1986 



•COMPUTER I 
REPAIR CENTRE V HOUR 1 TO"OvWng compuV;: 

fl The only AMSTRAD SPECIALISTS I com^Ect rum 
K recommended by Amstrad I A BBQ,BfcMATAR'' 

NO HIGH 
FIXED 
PRICE 

REPAIR! 
i 

SOFTWARE WORTH 

WITH EVERY 
SPECTRUM 

REPAIR 

We are the best, forget the rest, look what we offer 

The established 

company with a proven reputation 
Over the years we have built up an enviable reputation 
in the UK for computer repairs, which is second to 
none. This is based on many years experience in 
repairing Spectrum, Commodore. BBC and other 
leading makes - and we were the first AMSTRAD 
repair centre anywhere. This is why we have 
customers all over 

the world. . . U N ' J D E L A Y ACT TODAY 

No high fixed price — you only 
pay what the repair actually 
costs. 

I While-(J-Wait Service - spare 
parts for ail leading computers 
- available over the counter. 

I State of the art test equipment 
to provide comprehensive test 
report and locate faults. 

I Repairs to all leading makes of 
computer. 

I Amstrad specialist. 
I Spectrum rubber keyboards 
repaired for only £8.95. 

BBC 
REPAIRS 

from £12 to £45 

I Commodore 64's, Vic 20 s. 
Atari, Commodore 16's and 
Plus 4's repaired. 

I Discounts for colleges, 
schools etc. 

I Every computer repaired by us 
is completely overhauled and 
tested before return. 

I All computers returned 
carriage paid and covered by 
insurance. 

I Three months guarantee 
included. 

I Free Software worth £33 with 
every Spectrum repair. 

DISCOUNT COMPONENTS 
e.g. Power Transformers 

it s as easy as 
ABC! 

Simply send your computer 
securely packed, together 

wilh c clteque ot postal older for Hie 
maximum fee to the address below. 
Your computer will be repaired and 
returned to you within 24 hours 
together with the balance of the fee 
and your FREE £ 3 3 worth of 
software. 

Or if you prefer a written 
quotation just send £2.50 to 
cover post£> packing. 

Alternatively just quote your 
Access or Visa card number. 

Commodore £29.00 
• £1.50 p.p. _ . 

Spectrum 
£9.95 
< £1.50 p.p7 

LIST COM 

Dept 12, Unit4, M.E.B. Works, Windsor Road, 
Enfield, Redditch,B97 6DJ.TehRedditch 65671. 

WE SET THE STANDARD BY WHICH EVERYONE ELSE IS JUDGED 
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BLANK CASSETTES 
WI1M LIBRARY CASES 

CIO CIS C20 C30 
20 ISO 7.70 7.90 8.70 
50 16.00 16.20 16.90 16.50 
100 20.00 30.00 31.00 35.00 
Sup«nor Tapes. Don't Sottlo for lata! 

DISKS 
10 SVi DS/DD £8 inc. plastic case 

10 3'* SS/DO £17 

MEM0TECH COMPUTERS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

MTX 512 COMPUTE R £75.00 
DMX 80 PRINTER £150.00 
RS232 C3S.00 
PASCAL ROM £35.00 
SPECULATOR ROM £35.00 

mb. DISK DRIVE & INTERFACE £110 
1 mb. DISK ORIVE & INTERFACE C160 
Ail the atKK* picas i n rrtjifvf w* «oc« 
me owe utmaucn Hangt Oroontnqwoes to 

UK HOME COMPUTERS 
82 CHURCHWARD AVENUE, 
SWINDON, WILTS. SN2 1NK 

24-hr fno'v Srntai 0T9-1 W503J 

SINCLAIR REPAIR 
SPECIALISTS 

SPECTRUM/* REPAIRS £12.00 
KEYBOARD FAULTS £9.00 - £13.00 
PERIPHERALS Price on application 
ALL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE OF LABOUR. 

PARTS. VAT + PSP 

3 MONTHS GUARANTEE 
I. T. (WESTERN) ELECTRONICS 

UNIT F2A + F3 
AVON SIDE EHTERMttSE PARK 

NEW BROOGHTON ROAD 
MELKSHAM, WILTSHIRE 

0229 7M17 
:-use YOUR OLD PRINTIR RIBBONS: 

M v»l: 1 4 r.u Oti utjf< Itdtex CMMVr I* fiO>t ctak** 
tw neptKr tftriMenr Swuyair at bin: ranvtiiiito 
smw row J. eeof i : ««J«i n »* e t aioof *r 
Kstun rhrfGt 

ALADDINK. |0*PL YC). 
4 Hwtur CfffK«nl, tywwuth, 

OwwckOiir* TDK SAP. 
T«l: OS0C7 1006J 

COMMODORE 1/01 colour Video mooitor. 
As n«w, peitocl condition f l?5 lot emly 
sale. PhonoCOA on (OOfeJI 727152. 

ASTROLOGY 
for beginners 
only £11 .50 

A Starter Pack comprising a simple 
program to calculate a horoscope, 
art introductory booklet & 2 self-
t e a c h i n g p r o g r a m s ( h o w t o 
interpret the horoscope). 

No previous 
knowledge required 

Spactruai. BSC (Electron. Oric, Diigon. 
TtnOrCam. Commodoo 64/PtT, Attn, 
Sharp. Anatrid/Sctaidd. Cdow Gen. 

MSX. IBM. Apricot. att. 

many more programs for 
experienced astrologers 

also other micros 
Cash w i th order (add SOp 

outside UK) or large sae for free 
catalogue to: -

ASTROICAIC (Dapt TO 
(7 PuKtof t Rm^. 

HmhI H m ^ i t i i i Hem HP1 IC I 
Tat 0442 S l t t l 537 

AQUARIUS USER C L U B 
Momhty Nowslonor. 
Info Listing and help. 

Send S.A.E. for details to: 
AQUARIUS USER CLUB 

6 Belvoir Park Walk 
Taylor's are: 

Cleethorpes, South Humbers lde 
ON35OSH 

MAKE money with your micro. Full details 
of this instructive manual which explains 
how lo >un • profitable l>usiness from 
homo Write to Woodhall Mtiil Older, 338 
Lanark Road, Fdinhurgh EH130LX. 

ATARi-S 1 Public domain d<«s lull of 
utilities. games, languages, etc. SAE' Lists 
+ST-CLUB INrOPAK ST-CLUB. (YC1861 
PO Box 20. Hertford. SG13 8NN. 

FREE DISK1 - when you request out 
ama;ing due prices. Nebulae, Dept (M.G.). 
Fieepost, Carridtfergus, Co Anliim RT38 
7BR. 

ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION. 
Software for PC compatibles (including 
new Amstfad PCI. Word processors, 
spreadsheets, data bases, languages, 
planning, games. Sample disc 13.50. 
Selection u! tun (IIks C30. Send SAC foi 
lists. Switch Soltware. 23 Blenheim Court, 
Alsag-r, Stol«-oii.Ti«n>t ST7 ?BY. 

LETTA-HEAD PLUS 
Sul mt mxs msiHt UK Sptctrj- uut> sraoro Is; 
ird prM toj a*n tuunu t. prsonx tutorory: 
wy. i d'Sin iBflft*. 1 poolan Ctokc tnt sir-ijr* t 
StlKl !* ttQi't) ixWK I prrV >1 Oo COCKS KUIW 
• JOY! f a Ions rti inj nentr. •Wuotts 
• rut. Krapkd. W c4«cr b mojr, (nin r»» hnd 
• At tfwidn n ifuij 
• Cam r< )l flCWrf! lerl m 
• An, jt'otn polka' »,», V KmtaA mrrxd v i w l 
• Bo, luncfe* my m i tor or wt VMknaa CnCim AM. ik. opt, Ml, ffbiop <jvr~ 

1 wm iikt 

DUMPY 3.0 

U»tai»r*iirSCOTM! 
fri- mtnifi m i dau ui is SIM 
D«0(i '.Mi a? B «"iT m 

yt kti itvcti im< otam 

« me sami aurtpi mi wtl <w -tn! fa vcu Smsj-uh1 

IWKr oow *xnxr amp proline OlW» o a KW 4um? 
OHt MIOR. It trmrei mtcvw owe rowac! t. a w 
1 fftKS Itr »u Is jio ii («ir poorami. No uri b ̂ dviUnfl 
tswnem. I.-J Wo* IV mefus Tf* xntRvM nraei iw 
kWH 

• 0[»ixal xiumBr. «/wn am dmrrnmaon 
• «ftm P« lut u M ut dimMy 
• Ŝ iKt fron up to 7 Ann.. • pm! 
• v«3 fram up to 9 »,itfn and « "K/ri -y ouvm 
• i jn ~i*» K <v» a tn*d«(mow h o h m m 
• lib to v j rci« yi vn Yw fiipN • twi wr. to ind IK ochmn frrftrn 
• V'jt Hfir case an at pascoMfl rr^riun m AM 
• M M a nOmtp. an«D 09 evUni 
• UrOieO -jftju ami la -aern c:oe nmcas 
• Prta OiSC 

LINE-O-TYPE 
Add iMg to ,uj' rr i rut ax ar-, mr&ttcuax Mi 
11 Hi*: M0 P s tTKKt d KIWJ turn yrj itefrtr* 
m v trttrnt, w mwxm » 
Mn) IIt »»no or arilkc sflort -aKo 
• I\M « uram WYJMV1L Ihe ah^' 
• Lteirr cT 2J J^wa J tortb rĉ jOnQ 'uoyt i t f tM 
• lo l» ̂ -nt̂  mil » mir«» on hy 
« 'as conpi«vjit Py-y to nwj>( mi (qn mm M i 
• >, V" » Mtr ir<»i ifwxsni « -j Oir»»-g 
• T"j* pqpomom nor) md tULttaBo-
• : old 'tai torn my ixiagc amor mil, hpi Mati au 
• W-' it found. 01 «H an rjfr to cn«n 
• amit) prtil JMH *0 •«« n.w hrti 
• s rjs-t4U*3 »<1i k*)U«d ut 
• QpBOnri hmflitimii amp Awn ocas His 
• mctESM 

ASTRUM+ 
WIV Ttonry MdlZBO asurtuet tm no-ax McUM <9r S* 
SpoOwn I 0 remans* itr-joKi (amvrj MI, n uw 
kkj lium uiimted « « « to f> r.;<m»oi from aw n 
4Mi Suwcrt; of 0»JS PSCTdHV 
• r^Krwo tita 
• t'jC K I M »>* In PT)(r,iy t n r n M asuru cadi 
• Varch A <*tuet Axk aot K a n briXini 
• .iWWIW lirt tmr» o » n i i « cat* 
• Hull m luiwd. tanp«tKuw oak 
• feuniM, M etd m l p^giim in mmn 
• tmmwa Ivga profaro tin to drwa «IS" 
• • C'l.J, VMt* flBl wrUlt* •im Opal AMfflHiri 
• UcnlKr Hiatim W to 9 frMfclWG. an&t i-Vcpl-n rte • n* txttj wm C trwoom r. WW tr A0M j 
• CortdB«briB)cljTI«jirtrumt»3l0nMStlirwfl1!li00(l 
• LCrvr c unif/ W MnJ'Xl 
• cftfYoyic nwndl kxuanj ratcow dan 
• Pne* tIJJC Ittao aKradrin « Opia wvonl. 

AH BrxMetf iatfare propfams tjnvt Epson nwvafonj pentars Hfromer. SQr. U I. Stoma. QwCwws ct?,' h j HMMay. UmpsUn, Ixmjn. Uprti tfj.adWie, Mrtact 1. ZX LPftit a *1(J Opus *if«rtws 

Pneas are tor cajjertis i mclutt p6p wthn Ewopa Flaasa add El SO lor miagdnt* Miwogo. C2 50 Opus ttsc, E200 vwiKViida arm* posa^c Upgndat from prewxs wrwtfs approprala) £2 00 

«Ma |UM a itv OMs hit no-o« will jelliass thai 1000> Tiy BraiMray Soawan 'OUOSWORTH' «»vice « fl cassfttt liMIs 3ft'Cl address lacets 5<VE1 tic. PiP 60p par 5 qiidsnortrt} 

Bradway Software (YC), 33 Conalan Avenue, Sheffield, SI 7 4PG 
HOME ACCOUNTS. Pul your house in 
orderl Probably the liost home use fot your 
computer' Comproliensivo coverage ol 
bank acounts. credit cards, HP, standing 
Older* etc Inbuilt accuracy check for all 
transactions. Cashflow protection. For all 
Amstiads. Commodores and Spectrums. 
£9.95 oi free details from DISCUS. 18 
Bedford Road, llford, IG1 1EJ Tel: 01-514 
4141 (24 hours live I. 

STOP 
PLAYING GAMES 

UseycurcompuMrtomakemonty r«n yow hootiy 
n!c a him«. t>3Ud meanw fun and p.-,-, time 
opportunities to tasft «i on tha fcatrendous mariwt. 
Hio" earnings easily poufim. Open to any amitair 
macro U»r and 9imer Wrtt for vee detail! 

Westlink Promotions (CV1) 
108 George Street 

Edinburgh 6H2 4LH 

Spectrum Repairs 
£14 .90 inclusive of labour, parts 
+ p&p. Fast reliable service by 
qualified engineers. Average repair 
24 hrs. 3 mths guarantee. For help 
or advice ring: 

HS Computer Services 
2 The Orchard. Warton 

Preston. Lanes. PR4 1 BE 
Tel 0 7 7 2 6 3 2 6 8 6 327 

CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Contact 

PAUL M0NAF 
01-222 9090 

TURN your micro into a money-making 
machine to provide you wilh a full or |>«r(-
timc income. Free details from Tammel 
Publications, 38 Beckham Terrace, 
Gateshead NE8 3UY. (YCl). 

FOR the micro enthusiast. Cash in on the 
demand (or your home computer. Free 
detail* "RMitwiMi". 20 lydney Avenue. 
Stockport SK8 3LT. 

COMMODORE 1701 colour video monitor. 
Aa Now. Perfect condition [125 
for early sale 
Phono GDA on (0952) 727152. 

SINCLAIR SERVICE CENTRE 
Fast repair service for Spoctrum: ZX8I 
interface 1: macrodrlve. AC units repaired to 
original standard by our H.N.C. Qualified 
start average repair cost Ci 5.00. But lor free 
estimate send C1.95 return postage w.ih a 
br«i dCMiipnon o( your fault: tunround 
appro* 21 hours: established inlemiilional 
service: our work is fully guaranteed. Por 
sons) enters welcomed 

QUANTUM 33 City Arcade, 
Coventry CV1 3HX Tel: (0203) 24632 

SUNARO 
HUGE DISCOUNTS 

ATARI 
ATARI ST 

AMIGA 
AMSTRAD 
8 2 5 6 / 8 5 1 2 

SAE for details 

Send to: 
SUNARO SOFTWARE (YC) 

PO Box 78, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire SK10 3PE 

Telephone: 0625 25228 

EDUCATION 
Phone 010-353-61-27994 

DISKS/CASSETTES ALL 1986 RELEASES 

Amstrad, BBC, Commodore 
Amstrad PCW cassettes & discs 
Magic Maths (Age 4-8) 
Maths Mania {Age 8-12) 
Better Maths (Age 12-16) 
Spelling (Age 8-Adult) 
•Physics 1 (Age 12-16) CSE/O Level 
'Biology 1 (Age 12-16) CSE/O Level 
'Chemistry 1 (Age 12-16) CSE/O Level 
Wether/Climate (Age 12-17) 

CASSETTES £9.95 
STI DISCS £11.95 

AMSTRAD DISCS £ 14.95 

MAIL 
° * D E R 

SOFTWARE LTD. 

MvffitAIE DEi. VERY SEND OHEQUWOMSA 
TO School Softwcre Do. Mecoc\»voe EsWe. 
Ronee<\ imencJt re'end 
Tel(l»)01<W63/41/2W4 

© 061/279W 
AVALHafWORlDWOE 
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DISCS 
Prices per 10 discs 

3" 
Amsoft/ Panasonic CF2 
3Vs 
Maxell ssdd MF1DD 
Maxell dsdd MF2DD 
Verbatim ssdd MF350 
Sony ssdd D3440/B 
SVA" 
Athana dsdd 40t ATH2D 
Maxell ssdd 40t MD1D 
Maxell dsdd 40t MD2D 
Maxell dsqd 801 MD2DD 
Maxell dshd 80t MD2HD 
Vert>atim ssdd 40t 525 
Verbatim dsdd 40t 250 (Wife 
Verbaiim dsdd 40t 550 
Verbatim dsqd 80t 557 
Verbatim dshd 80t 180H0 
Unbranded ssdd 40t QC1D 
Unbranded dsdd 40t OC2D 

10 30 50 

£33.00 £32.75 £32.50 B 

£22.43 
£32.63 
£19.98 
£19.99 

£9.66 
£13.66 
£18.54 
£22.86 
£30.62 
£12.80 
£12.65 
£15.67 
£19.99 
£32 92 
£6.99 
£8.99 

£21.53 
£31.33 
£19.18 
£19.19 

£8.97 
£13.11 
£17.80 
£21.94 
£29.40 
£12.28 
£12.15 
£15.04 
£19.19 
£31.60 

£6.59 
£8.59 

£20.63 
£30.02 
£18.38 
£18.40 

PL 
PL 
PL 

L 

BL 
PL 

£8.28 
£12.56 
£17.06 PL 
£21.03 PL 
£28 17 PL 
£11.77 
£11.64 
£14.42 
£18.39 
£30.29 
£6.39 
£8.28 

BL 
BL 
BL 
BL 
BL 

L 
BL 

All prices include 15% VAT and Postage i- Package 
(For guaranteed next day delivery please add 50p 

per 10 discs). 
Educational, government, and company orders welcome. 

Every disc Is certified and warranted, has hub rings, 
sleeves, labels unless stated. 

Key to packing: PL plastic lib. box and labels. 
BL box and labels. L bulkyloose. B - box only. 

RUGBY MICRO SPARES 
30 Oxford St., Rugby 

CV21 3NF Tel: 0788 71643 

STTTITWHT 

VDU OPERATORS DO IT WITH A 

PROMOTF yrx/ff BIKINISs 
HERE 

Keep your name in front! 

Makes an Ideal Gift -
Everybody needs a Thinrji1 

• Unique Velcro™ Fastening 

Ttzat a iott^Lci!ri desupwd 10 tcU 
ii«<»«r»d JjKoi^ » bt 
conpkttly trfjuliSb a at ya: a»±i 1 ioidi 
^ e a iut> t wit e ij.-kIdw n«t. btdc u<s crt seja. P«rf*c! hi u» wri «wi ptoewttn VDUi 
ud itJn WEirji wi (t ires jjy sw ud 
jiipcstinaaa iaoifrcwiWJicjisdrypa) 
ipwd cirjoeilT, a nriijy ahaexubk: 
acmulaw ml can HEHK pwdutwry 
TThcs »* to ITTAC IMTMCIJJ site let cay 
SMium! and iMlwfcmrtt 

Ilie Thingi creates working 
space out of 'thin air* 
• Left hand or right hand versions. 

• The compatible low cost 
solution to the problem that 
plagues all computer users! 
Don : siiimjqIo any loiK/ei -

CRAB YOUR THING! NOW!!! 
Y.ici n-tu"*! r̂ KitTt r ovntauc LTD 
Id TVvw Tj***- IbiibtuiQ 
ireOomfiySBtw. 
lakcnhMd. 
A .nil U! Jlk rnqfUnd 
T>: ,Oiiin:i-niitum) 

aSWIMOWlTC MJfHn»i« o 

r : t, win 
I r i t y? 

RRP 

£ 6 " OXc VAT .Yid l>4 P 

MomatcxEATMrr&HpftotxjcrapoitTtD WOKLDMPC' OLAU.X IXWIXICS TOCOW 

CLASSIFIED 
ORDER FQRM 

Classified Rates 
Itnaatl top P«r trord (Mtn » -orrf.l — 

l i v f t mAerrmtn fcNovirf complete r#t# tor** r >• '•*••< - *OOT CATtlAlS caw ft as 7 ,, u.'ijk Wn^i wm4 «Mw *o b* 
( W hf * n W r, OA IH IMHI t f l Hu~*>mr 
* if C 7.00 *Mtrw. 

Deploy — rat** par K< (Min HM) po w l too 
Tlwee murtioni 
S.* riiHfiiont 
Tw.fv. initnloni 

dooo 
rt.70 
M.JO 
P».00 

Diiploy advert' ten thould provide teparale 
copy ond preferably reierve zpoco by 
phone 101-222 9096) 
Method of Payment 
Cfceqv** *i< %houtd b* mad« poyool* 
to Foe ui Inveiirrwnt tid., ond 
co tud I endo** Herewith 
cheque/PO tat 

Post to: 
Cul Out the order form ond return 
'Ofle'her with your renitlarKe 10 
Clomficd Deportment. Your Compultv 
79-80 Po«y France. London Swl 9£D. 

Pleas© Insert th© fo l lowing advert isement In Your Computer Classified Section 

LINAGE 
PLUS 
15% 
VAT 

TOTAL LINAGE 
PLUS 
15% 
VAT 

TOTAL 

£12.00 £1.80 £13.80 

£15.00 £2.25 £17.25 

£18.00 £2.70 £20.70 

£21.00 £3.15 £24.15 
£24.00 £3.60 £27.60 

£27.00 £4.05 £31.05 

£30.00 £4.50 £34.50 

No. of Insertions r e q u i r e d ] ^ B o x No. required YES/NO 

NAME Ifileese include mtiets). 
ADORtSS 

THIS FORM SHOULD BE 
RETURNED BY NOV. 29th 
FORTHE JAN. ISSUE 
OR BY DECEMBER 23rd 
FOR THE FEB. ISSUE 

Dayt lmetel .no 

Company B»g.iiered Number: 1395X1. Krginered Office: Sctptre House. 169-173 Rtyni Slomton WIS 6Ht. 
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NEXT MONTH 

Highlights of our January issue 
Contorts subject to lata revision 

THE YEAR'S BEST 
As is appropriate for the January issue. Your 
Computer will review the last year and 

highlight the best software and hardware of 

1986. 
COMPUTERISING YOUR HOME 
Justifying a computer is always a personal task 

but this guide will give you a host of practical 

uses for your computer in the home. 

PLUS 
Your chance to win a monitor in this exclusive 

Your Computer competition. 

SPECTRUM TO AMSTRAD, PART TWO 
In the conclusion of this article, the final part 

of the listing will allow data transfer between 

two increasingly-popular machines. 

NOLAN AND HIS ANIMALS 
The man who founded Atari has discovered a 

new direction in which to channel his 

undoubted genius. Your Computer looks at his 

latest ideas. 

January issue on sale December 19,1986 

NEWS • REVIEWS • HINTS & TIPS 
• CLUBS • SOFTWARE GUIDES 

BINDER 
OFFER 

Are your shelves bursting with back-issues? 
If so, or even if you are planning on keeping 
your copies of Your Computer, what you 
need is a binder. Priced reasonably at £3.45 
inclusive of VAT and postage and packing, 
the binder is a must to any dedicated Your 
Computerfans. 

To order, simply send a cheque or postal 
order, made payable to Focus Magazines to 
the address below. 

Focus Magazines, 
79-80 Petty France 
London SW1H9ED. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
A MIRACLE 20 

AMSTRAD 6, 7. 12, 13 MIRRORSOFT 58 
ANCO 86 

B 

BRIGHTON COMPUTERS 28 

C 
CHEETAH 34. 62 
COMPUTEC 35 

D 
DIRECT DISKS 89 

O 
OCEAN 83 
OPUS 63 

P 
PSYGNOSIS 42 

R 

ROMANTIC ROBOT 38 

S 
SILICA SHOP 99 
SUPERTEC 38 
SWANLEY ELECTRONICS 68 

E 
ELECTROMUSIC 
RESEARCH 68 T 

THOUGHTS & CROSSES 24 
TROJAN 35 

IMAGINE 18 
U 

K US GOLD 2. 3, 54 

KUNAMI 88 V 
VOLEX 68 

M 
MACSEN 44 
MICROPROSE 10 ZX FAIR 35 
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AtABl 

, SS../S s 

ATARI 

Power without The Price! 
520ST PACKAGES I Tlv S705T-M i»yi"..i'do»ti only C3*(, 06 ('VAT U30) I and includes an Ith modulator and cable. Mowing you | to connoci 'I to :n ordinary dormant TV «-l The . QyMfJfC SUppl'Od with r.lJK OAM .1 n»)UI» <l 'l It 
h — r«.| -il " containing .ipj'irc.Virwis software For i tod lio'uxl from August f lh iVK, we ha,c 

[ sonic special one'" ottenna combinations ol the ••JOUT M .oyboord with a Mltyln "F;iS4 Alar I drive and in A1..!. imnitin itw Mom Colour CM3«51?) These Jiackagel OltO( up to I'JOO | ~«tra discount on a system. It purchased trow :;•>.( i tney oiftocomc with our treo ST STARTCR KIT Air ul j !M pack prices ihnwn In |tw» r inclin1i' vat 

UPGRADE TO 1024K RAM | Wo are pie.med to be iti'i- tn 'itfe' .« )Mbyi»- upgrad* Ion in» standard HtlSI kwytjoaid to ncreasn the I mpmiiry from SI.'K to 3 mas'. jc 'O.'-IK it has a lull 1 yAA( warranty and '3 AvAibblo from Silica nl an I additional ioi»»i oiice ol only £86 96 -VAT COO) Any I of live live p.KKk can tie upg'ad.nl lo lMDyle lor only I f 100 Tho IMhyti. ST otlfc. a kM priCvr iKdrnMiw to I tm> 11X0. but also (J.™i you She rvnpM ol on (IF [modulator I not normally titled on the i(M0; 

FREE SOFTWARE I Wfnin you »uy a btQ Of 10*0 ST comc.i!er kc.£o»«l Irom S Ik.h Shop you nv.n recm.o a larqe >r"J va'Wtl nittwafe patka.J* f'rr ol -f it')" Tnip : ackage consists ol twelve program* t'ur̂ .aw you* Ala'i ST compute', you Xild recuiw th* nrst six software titles 01 alandard However >1 , I purchai*. yr>ur ST from | 5.I1C0. you *ri also rece'vi. * further a* evim litfees, going you 4 row I ol twelve AH f.T % now luivr titfJ jlT .̂ny inatj l.i.1 on BOM x | "ic I'll ol lul"v. j'.. you kr'0uUl rt'Cr . in ai lotlowl 
'I OLV OR OmiitoetriYiioimirnl W>Mf> *>,tint >n ROM) 31 IOC Trm>rl Opt-'.tUt*) Sft'r-o |JIW« HO!A> 3] l»t wono kVtwrf PfM^nw )>r OSr uvrrg lit M 4) f)ASIC I'ffswl Rmjc t,f dh (w.tn mjoiiiJ' u) LOGO .' «|JA/ CM0MJI* bf rw (urttr, 
fll *U OOlHiJMt- - A coU>\}r paint Ana grac*-ct 

(KtCktQt lonly 14MW * 'Ml ctnoul tyjtcmt) | ir yov pwctiiw! your ST tro î S.K-n. not onty »,n you toemve lho alur-̂ rd ul wlrwiir̂  JIJ atwŷ . Out we ilflOflivo 
trill lowing *])1<llor.i|] pfOQitt'iit fMtt *tf" CMAHGtr 

.' i Mi GARO tD'.: AftttiwJi trpt! aimn bv Mr^fmtt t» OOOOLt. • Statplv pjmt Joottl* M l JtJ,' (HW*• 
on mono ot cvtwt 01 CP'M I MUtATOR - An xxnrtWi /*> <>• v iMmx ro 
run on tlirr ST /ungc 101 C**.M UTILITIES - VAfOuy uru.f'Ki to use wit* CP,M 11> 0< MON';T»IAtlON « fuftl IC DOMAIN SOFTWAHl VmoJS jna sccotsorte* IVfOAMUS A unjtjuc JOT Of Ci>x) ffj.-noj .'/o»?t ; fnevn ad<Sitio<'jt |m VJ'H».I-- IHIM tie all pjrt OR :B« HLTU. Sitca fiT STARTf R hit. rwturn in* coupofi Mow lor lurinvt dotflJi. 

FOUR FREE MANUALS 
j In artmtion to tfm free jc^twjio whith wti Ug givtr> lo you *f>nn you I ocy yw tron iiiitca, you wW ,r<pomani.,ii* 

11 *T OWNERS MANUAL (Mgei> / M9y c« tnfOrmAtn . 
/ov Wr to Uftt*icA. Crdyr)0 tjnr.>i\xt rnnm ffiv S T «T tlASlC SOURCE BOOK A furOrtlAL (240 r>/ 
•IS* JOfrwnfflAXI to .VIOMM fltuf i>VCTV Of Jftmir.ij f 

?l ATARI lOOO SOURCF BOOK {TJ A %owt+ for 
loyv. r ,'if t;v* fry Hungusg*m iru* Gt xt 41 IriWOHO MANUAL («l PM««); A»fWf«pn| fty Itf ,V.y,/ 

£100 DISCOUNT 
1 DISK DRIVE 

ALL fACK rttlCri •rctuor V*T 

PACK 1 
Keyboard CSS) 
Din Drive CU3 Norrmtt f.'itc t>!3 

O'tcovnt £'.00 
Pack Price ta« 

£150 DISCOUNT 
2 OISK DRIVES 

+ MONITOR 

PACK 2 (MONO) 
Keyboard Lj» 
OlSk Drive Hi a 9 
On« Drive £U? 
Mono Monitor C I 

HOrrtMl Price ILU4C D/icrxm: CjVl 
Pack Price f$« 

PACK 3 (COLOUR) Keyaoard tJTJ D sk Olive 
Di\k Onvc t;«9 Colour Monitor 

Notmj I I'nce UfVj OtHCtHrfll flfti Pack Pnce tM» 

£200 DISCOUNT 
2 DISK DRIVES 

• MONITOR 
+ PRINTER 

PACK 4 if.«OMO. 
Keyhnnrrt U» 
Dis-kDrlw ri*9 
Disk Drive CMS 
Mono Monitor £1*9 
Pnrfv' r.irw!i:jj Ciy 

Hwmjl Pricc E104S Discount C2C0 
Pack Puce CMS 

PACK S (COLOUR) 
Keybuard 1399 
D.tk Drivn £H9 
D *> Drivo £149 
Colour Monitor C?99 P,,..•„, aw 

Normslpricr £tt(>4 
OitCOunl CW 
Pack Price tWS 

ST NEWSLETTER 
8 PAGES OF INFORMATION 
T O H E L P YOU T O D E C I D E 
RETURN THE COUPON FOR A FREE COPY 

ror I'h? bv«(fMfl$fn«n *fwj mora MffOMI nonrt uswr, trior© ip 1040ST * wlh HV*K MAM Tr»i« CArt r.fl mort in a Oyiinnu). flflvkorafwmt Us si or can Support 9 majilrama bui'H'utur m% m î mUMi I rv»' itM'̂ iif** Kevbojrfl •niourai "Mb d'W^ <»iy C6W> |-VAT-dH0!l A« WOM * •vas marnil>Ctu«f<J AOMy wim butlftAM mirva. >i oooft »K?I | vrtiv w tti An nr i>HKli>ln!ai *t»r UM VUvtn A TV inn:o.10. 
•1 'CMia<to» a monitor Th«»B tn* l̂ roe Ar.t'i n»ot>»lof* I ano p*>cc» fo* 1040 w,th tforso monitor* .»«« loilows T04Q KtryOv,tto WfftHU/t Uotmot 46*9 fVAI tzUXJ tS6f I W4CJ K,*rtwfd ' High mO*H> montrof 17W f HM T £\Ittt 8$) I lO+O Keytxtafd * Low rt*t c<*tOs/r montWr • C#99 (+VA7 i rikU «*,) | '•0-*0 Keyootfd ' /em cotoot • <-YAf £114885} Tt»f ir»4o:iT b inr'ul*^ 1Mt»y*«> ot l«AM *C .15 a iMDytO doubln -J j-d dIh dMVf ^rui ffl«>n« t*rtM*tô mor. t»oln U «nto the hoybv<i'd to Qirt- .1 comport Stylitfi unit, witfi Only 000 rnmnj Ipmi Trw. •tvni:. r ^ »..jipi.«v-i n aet o" <Ji5.ka as W«li A* our own > HI I S*»C* 5T i%rA«n ̂  PACK- CAII | intv your i*fniMi tii.irn.lt of r.'lic* Shop lor A dMnOmlralKM* 1 A T».# Mvww. Hnir««.i*y AomI. Old̂ wp. K*nl. OA|4 4OX 11/ Orpinglon High Slr#*l, Orptngton. K«m nno OLO Llvn Huut* (1»1 floor J. ZZT TulUnhnm Cwiil Md. LoOrfnrv, W1 Svllrldaa* (I I I HOur). OilurU SIimI, LoodOrt. WIA 1 AO 

REDUCED PRICES 
AMI 1 % ST pptkorui computnrj aro now 'irm;y esiao-iirwd bom n tho USA 
and r.y'opc Th« main anraclion ot |ho ST rjn^o 15 ttie value (Of nu'iny 
Af. 1 cii tn̂ w computers f ct" m-' g.. -î  botti pr iv.Y.r - 11 vrr 1.1 
oowwtiil mhI at a wry motfesl priCO Thoro arc now irwial ST oackaocs 
(•(liable Item S'tica it s rtdu«d pri«. Mrtner ennan̂  nfl tnc Atari Value 
tor htonay reputotH>n. In addition «( irg giving in.,, t rRFE SHn.a ^T 
f.TAPTrR KIT witlfwyfiMiir rOMS' (n.<rh*K~t »t S>l.ca Snop Tn̂ ie 
•ilfirrs will ivi-y t*- ai'Jiri.'ibli;- for a lirmtnd penod and eommrrce on I l/MS. 
POWER FOR BUSINESS 
tfto -u below srvjwi wnw ol Ihe now bimwju produi.t> h/nr Imn 
reenntty launct̂ J Ic" the Atj»i 1 J»T rang* H grv** rin indication of tho ST '* 
potentul tobvt'i^nbuyMi looking to miui a ponedi.-i. lr» r«i 5ysVjn 

C P / M EMULATOR IBM COMPATIBILITY 
UOMbylw HARD DISK VT100 EMULATOR 
LOTUS 123 ' CLONE MICROSOFT WRITE 
dOASC III CLONE dOASE It 

i Any ST computet will prondo H5 us« with & very pnwert.il asvtl. utiiivng 
a va»t range ol apc cationt patliculariy .<1 Ihe bounces woiVl Many 
:.ottwa'C companies have been ||Ltk 10 ICCDU'II-II 11 lor it* bû irms 
PoIm'ImI and 'iio produced progvftm* lor tho ST wtuch hatmrti this 
Kitrv-fwl tn addition, mora fire several peripheral an<j f ar jru products 
NC0mrn9a.a I3bic toadd 10 ST j Power for Softw-ire row 
ava.lnp̂  include- dUMnn ^ dlJASt 111 clnm. h' W<- ; at M*D Base. S 
ilDASr It Clow In l*ct. First Sollwafo tuvo now UunclioO Ajhton IStCS 
origiral dBASL It proqram tor fhc ST In addition. PC IntC'C '̂irn >1 n 
V T100 emulator winch enables you lo * ST k<i> Ivwtrd Ai tntrriinal 
r.onnocied to a mstrJiarrw or mm> Other program! include a powrrfjl 
ac.ot.nts packago Oy Castitmi jno a Lotus T t-A" done cftlieO VIP 
crotCKional MxrosoB Have announced Ihnt powvtful wivd pro<.i-M<)i 
Mcrocotf Write win soon trr avuiabU I<m itw ST V̂ ny package-, .TO 
luliiW- lor wry spfcitic rrAtkct appi >cat>cnc mciudirg .1 powerful CAD 
iConpuler Aided Oeliftni program called Lasy Draw '10m Uiijraph In 
atMilion. there IS an engineering tool wtt«J PC Duard Designvt tjy Ati*a» 
Soltware WTIK.fi W.M mabw tliî  nl>r to design prinlod Cireurt ooardfl for 
further dnm.li of how thn ST can nefp in your business. 'Cturn IBe coupon 

I !a»UW We will be ptoasod to send you our Intes; nvwVnlfi" and pric» htt 
PRICE MATCH PROMISE 

I W.. hope you wi 1 t to :tiat tho ecmbmal<on ot our low oncer FftFF 
Celivety icrvtcu. mt£ Starter Kit and lifter s.T"i. support, will be nnougli 
10 maiie you buy your Alan equipment Iron Srtlca Shop. II horwrer, uiera 
Is snmething yon wian to puicnatc. and you Tmd on* ol our compotilork 
oiler.ng >1 at a lower price, ploasoeontad Owen Paseoe (Ot'-C) W»iing<iti 
ot Ono of the IciesaiM stnti in otir tai«. >paitniefit When ro>i 
vs. ptcue provide us with our competitors rvamn. address and toMpnonc 
o.initŵ  ftriv.d.ng Our corrvp«r.fof has the goods 'n stock, we piomise to 
match his OflOl {on a same product - imrn pr»e«' twit.!' mij «IIM 
yoj wrth oui normal I'flo d»iivPry. you w.it ,ifto be enMwd to our full after 
Mies service, including lift rewsKfllers and technical helpline support 
Wn don't want you to go aiy*herc eao for your Atari prodi.tts So shnp al 

LsJiCJ. the U K 5 undisputed Not Atari specialrti 

FREE STARTER KIT 
W I T H EVERY b20 & 1040 ST 
PURCHASED AT SILICA SHOP 

LRETURN THE C O U P O N FOR D E T A I L S 

JJLJ 3]J UP 
WE ARE THE UK'S N01 ATARI SPECIALISTS 

At SJicn we have been aucoentgity rjedicaied to Atn" ewr sine* irxhi prooucts tint appeared on irie UK 
murker '1V.1 can attributo our success largely 10 Ibo Atari specialisation which wo practice and lo Ibti u s e r 

back up we provide. Host assured tf.at when voubuy a piece of Alar, hardwares! Silica you will be luliy 
supported Our mailings givinn news o( soltwaip rrleann and developments will lOep you up :o date wiin 
frm Atari inaikct and our lectinrci! support twain and sales Stat! ato at iho end ol trio telephone Ime to 
il»ai wuh you' protnoms and supply your »»fy need w.ih our speuahst bms we ami lo irfp stocks ot 
all the jwa.Ubie Atsn hardware softwarr. peripherals nil accessories w* afi.. stock a wioe range ol 
Alan dedicated books and through us the owrw-'n on our list can subscribe to to.urai American Atan 
.led-taird rrjgar.riws We can pri>,.de a till service lo all Atari owners and are now firmly established M 
iho IJK's NOMHI-H OME Aton specialists Here are just some ol the things we ten oiler to oui customers 
* FREE POST ft PACKING ON MAIL ORDERS It you would k*» to be registered on our milling 
* FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY Hit as an A tan computer owner, or a.a perton 
* INFORMATION MAILING SERVICE intended In buying -"art machine. M us 
* TECHNICAL SUPPORT TEAM know We w« 0* pieased lo keep you up k> dale 
* HIGHLY COMPETITIVE PRICES with new Atari developments free of charge So. 
* AFTER SALES SUPPORT SERVICE return the coupon foday nnel begin experiencing 
* REPAIR SERVICE ON ATARI PRODUCTS « specialist Atari sevvfn thai Is second lo none. 

SILICA SHOP LTD, 1-4 The Mews, Halherley Rood, Sldcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

SEND FOR FREE ATARI ST LITERATURE 

Mr,Mrs-Ms: 

Addro**: 

Initials: Surname: 

A To Silica snoo HO, Uwi YC i ? 8 6 . T h « Me*s. Mallwlify Road. S<dcus>. Kent. DAI4 4DX A 

\ PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE J 
I ON THE MEW RANGE OF ATARI ST COMPUTERS I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

PosJeode; 
Do you already O w n a computer 
It so. which one do you own? ® 0 1 - 3 0 9 1 1 1 1 . 



HAVE YOU GOT B 1 -
J 

WHAT IT TAKES TO BELV M 

Top Gun puts you in the fighter pi lots seat 
of an F-14 Tomcat. 

Vector graphics and a split scrccn allow I o r 2 
players t o piay head to head, or against the computer. 

Your armaments in this nerve tingling aerial duel 
are heat seeking missiles and a 2 0 m m rapid fire cannon. 

Can you feel the force! 
Top Gun mavcricks! Enter the danger zone. 

£7.95 
SPECTRUM 

£8.95 
A M S T R A D / C O M M O D O R E 
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